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The Warren Figq-tree : 
| | "::Q R, 5 
TheDoom and Downfal 
of the Frutleſs Profeſſor. 


Shewing, That the Day of Grace 
may be with him long 
before his Life is ended. 
The Signs alſo by which ſuch miſe- 
rable Mortals may be known. 


By FOHN BUNTAN. 
—who being dead, yet ſpeaketh, Heb. 11. 4. 


To which is added, 


His Exhortation to Peace - and 
Unity among all that fear God. 


The Fourth Evitio. 


London, Pricxed for 4rdrew BYE at the Crob- 
; Keys inthe Poultry, 1695, 
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READER. 


Courteous Mes 


tree, 0r bow_it will fare with the Fruitleſs  ' 
—_—_ that” ftanderb. in the Vineyard - of 
Go | Fr 

Of what Complexion thou art, 7 cannot cirtainly dis 
vine 5 but". the Parable tells: thes, that - the Cumber- 
ground maſt br cut down. 

” 4 Cumber-ground Profeſſor,. is-20t only a Provoca- 
tion.t0 God, a . tumbling- <> to the World, and & 
Blemiſh ts Religion 3 but a Snare to bis own Soul alſe;- 
Though bis Excetlency mount up to the Heavtis, and 
bis Head reach unto the Clouds ; yet be (hall periſh for 
ever, like bis own Dung 3, they that bave ſten bim ſhall 
fay, "Where is be 2 Job, 4.6 - :* 

Now they count -it, Pleaſure. to riot in the day-time, 
2 Pet, 2.13, 14. but what will they. do when tht'AX is 
fetch'd out 2 

The Tree whoſe Fruit withyeth, is rckoud a Tree 
without Fruit, a Tree _ dead, one that muſt be 
plu »p by the Roots, Jude 124, 

yrs Cumber-grou bf God exyetts Frait; God 
will come ſeeking Fruit ſhortly. 

My Exhortation therefore is t0 Proſe for s, that they 
Ws to Gy that they take _ 3 

Ut 


AZ 


: F cron -rittes 25-thet new cheat the Barrow Figs 


| vi To the Reader. 
| .The Barren Fig-tree in the Vineyafd, 4rd the 
Bramble in the Wood, art both prepared for the Fire, 
Profeſſion is not a Covert to hide from the Eye of 
|. God 3 nor will it palliate tht revengeful Threatning of 
| bis Fuſtice, be will command to cat it down ſhortly, 
{ The Church and a Profeſiton are the beſt of Places 
| for the Upright, but the worſt in the World for the 
! . Cumber-ground : He muſt be caft, as profane, out of 
| the Mount of God ; Caft, I ſay, over the Wall of the 
| Vineyard, there to wither ; thence to be. gathered and 
burned, It had been, better for them that they 
i had not known the Way of Righteouſneſs, 2-Pet. 
i 2.21. And yet if they bad not, they bad bten damned ; 
but it 3s better to go to Hell, without, than in, or from 
wider a Profeſſion : Theſe ſhall receive greater Dam- 
nation, Lube 20, 47; IE ITY 
If thou be # Profeſſor; rtad and tremble - If thou be 
Profane, ds ſo likewiſe. For if the Righteous ſcarce- 
' Iy be ſaved, where ſhall the Ungodly and Sinners 
appear? Cumber-ground, -take heed of the Ax 3 Bat» 
ren Fig-tree, beware of the Fire, * . 
Bat I'will ktep thee no longer out of the Book. Chriſt 
Jeſus, the Dreſſer of the Vineyard, take care of thee, 
dig about thee, and dung thee, that thou maiſt bear 
Fruit ; That when the Lord of the- Vineyard cometh 
with bis AX to ſeek for Fruit, or pronounce the Sentence 
of Damnation on the Barren Fip-tree, thou may'ſt eſcape 
that Judgment. The Cumber-ground muſt to the 
Wood-pile, and thence to-the Fire. 


Farewell. 


Grace be with all them that loye our Lazd 
Jeſus in Sincerity, "Amen. 


PoE + 6 I 
'The'Barren Fig-tree: 
OR, 


The Doom and Downfal of the 
| Fruttleſs Profeſſor. 


—_— — a nam 


Mt 


| E.nke 13. 6, 7, 8.9. | 
A certain Man bad a Fig-tree planted in 
bis Vineyard, and he came and ſought 
' Frust thereon, and found none. Then 
ſaid be to the. Dreſſer of . bis Vine- - 
-* yard, Behold, theſe three Tears I come 
- ſeeking Fruit on this Fig-tree, and find 
none : cut it down, why cumbereth it the 
ground ? And be anſwering, ſaid, Lord 
let it alone this Year alſo, until- I ſhall 
dig about it, and- dung it : and if is. 
 - bear Fruit, well : and if not, then after 
that: thou” ſhalt cut it down. 


T the beginning of this Chapter _ 
we read, how ſome. of. the Ferhs 


A: 


came . to Jeſus Chriſt, to tell 
im of the cruelty of Pontius _ 
Pilate,” in mingling the Blood of the Gale 
trans with their Sacrifices. An Heatheniſh. 
. A 4 ..* 


D k # 

| 8 The Batten Fig-tree. 
| andptodigious Att : for therein he ſhewed, 
not_ only his Malice againſt the -Jewiſh-Na- 
tion, bat alſo- againſt their Worſhip,” and {.- 
conſequently their God. © An Action, I 
fay,-not only Heatheniſh, but prodigious - 
alſo; for the Lord Feſus paraphraſing upon 
this Fa& of his, ; teacheth the: Fews, . that 
without Repentance they ſhould all Likewiſe 
periſh. \ Likewiſe, that'is, by the Hand 
ff and: Rage of the Roman'Empire: Neither 
i ſhould they: be- more able to avoid the 
Stroke, than: were thoſe e:ghteen upon whom 
| the: Tower of Siloam ifell,  and+ſlew- then, 
Luke: 19; 42g 433 44. » The fulfilling) of 
 which'Pcophecyz for theirhardnefs of. Heart, 
and: Impeniteney, "was in:the:days :of '73tus 
| Sow: of Yeſpaſian, about forty: years: after 
| -the-Death of Chriſt, + Then, I-fay,. were 
| theſe Fews, .and. their City both, environed 
| spuhd bwevery fide) wherein: both they and . 
| 33; to: amazement; . were: miſtxably;over- 
| thrown. ; God'gave:them Sword-' and 'Fa- 
' mine, -Pefiilence. and Blood, for their 0ut- 
| rapze' againſt the Son of his Loves} So 
Wrath came on them. to the. uttormoſt, 


x'Theſl. 2.16. 4; 

| :* Now to prevent their old and coblith 
vs; which they-'always had: in;:readine6 

againſt ſuch. Prophecies and —— 

$1.4 ” . * of 


"The Barren Figtree, 4 
of Judgment, the Lord Jeſus preſents them! 
with this Parable, in which he emphaticals 
ly ſhews- them, that their cry of being the; 

Temple of the Lord, and of their being the; 

Children-of. Abraham, &c. and. their be-- 

ing [the Church of, God; would not ſtand: 
them in any fiead. As: who ſhould. ſay, It: 

may be,you think,to help yourſelves againſt 
this my Prophecy, of- your utter and una-" 
voidable Overthrow, by the Intereſt which. 
you have in your outward Privileges ; But 
all theſe will fail you + For what think you ? 
A certain Man had a Fig-tree planted in 
his Vineyard,” and he came aud ſowpht Fruit 
therpon, - and. found. none. This-*is your. 
Cafe,. The Jewsſb Land is:God's Vineyard, 
I know,it 3 and/I know allo, that you art 
the Fig-tregs, But behold, there wanteth 
the main thing, which is Fruit 3 for the 
fake, and in expedation of which, he et 
this Vineyard with Trees. Now ſeeingthe - 
Fruit is yot found amongft you ; - the Pruir; 
I fay, 'for the fake of which he did at. firfk 
plant this Vineyard ; what remains, - but 
that-in Juſtice he command tos cut” you 
down;r as theſe that cumber the Ground, 
that he may plant himſelf another Vine. 
yard ? Then ſaid be, to the. Dreſſt' ofe his 
Vineyard, Behold, thefe three iVears I-come 


ecking 


| A 


| = 


ent it down, w 

| This therefore muſt be your End, altho 

you are planted in the Garden of God ; 

{| for the barrenneſs and unfruitfulneG of y our 
| | __ and Eives, you muſt be cut off,” yea, 

| Tooted up, and caſt out of the Vineyard. . 


| couched under fuch apr 


_ The Barren Fig:tree. 
| Feving Fruit on this Fig-tree, and find none ; 


why cumbreth it the Ground F 


In Parables there .are two Thin gr co be 


# taken notice of, and: to be enquired into of 
| | them: that read. 
| Firf, The 2/4ctaphers made of of © 
Secondly, The .or Myſteries 


The Metaphors i in this Parable are; (1.) 


| | K certain Man. ' ( 2.) A Vineyard. ( 3. Y 


A Fig-tree,. barren or fruitleſs. ( 4-) A 
Drefler, ( 5.) Three Years. -( 6: ) Dig- 
ie Dunging, &c. - 
he Derime or Myſtery, couched'under 
theſe words, is to ſhew us, What is like 


| #0 become of a fruitleſs or formal Profeſſor, 
{ For, 


1. By.the 2s inthe Parable, (Luke 
5. 23. ) is meant God the Father, 


Ih the Fineyard; ( la. 5: 7. ) his 


he Fig-tree, a P 
25% Dre the fe 20 


The Barten Fig-tree, 2x71 
5. By the Fig-tree*s barrenneſs,. the Pro- 
feffor's fruntleſneſs. 
_ | 6G, By the three Years, the Patience of 
God that for a time he extendeth ro barren 
Profeſſors. 
7. This calling to the Dreſſer of the 
Vineyard to cut if down, is to ſhew the 


| Ontcries of Tutice againſt fruitleſs Profeſ-" 


8; The Dreſſey's interceding, is to ſhew, 
how the LerdSFeſns ſteps in, and takes hold. 
of the Head of his Father's Ax, to ſion,. | 
or at leaſt-to defer preſent execution on a" 
| barren F3g-tree. | 13, —_ 
- 9. The Drefſr's delire to try- to make- . 
the Fig-tree fruitful, is toſhew you, -How: 
unwilling he is that ever 4 barren Fig-tres- 
ſhould yet be barren, - and periſh. = 22508. 

10, His digging about it, and- dunging: 
of it, is to ſhew his willingneſs to apply Go- 
ſpel-helps to. this barren Profeſſor, if haply: 
he may be fraitful, 

11; The Suppoſition: that the Fig-rres 
' may yet-continue fruitleſs, is to ſhew, that: 
when Chrift Jeſus hath done all,,:There” 
are ' foms Profeſſors will abide. barren aud* 
fraithſs. Wn 
- 12,. The Determination, upon this Sups- 
poſition,. at laſt to cut. it- down, js 4 cqrs- 


ive taketh 'a 
There rc Graliches in Crit, ir Chrilt's 


12 - The Barren Fig:tree. 
rain predittion of ſuch Profeſſors. unavoida- 


. ble and eterual Damnation. . 


' Butro take this Parable into pieces, and 
to diſcourſe more' particalaxly, tho with 


|. all brevity, upon All the parts thereof, 
'Acertain Man had aFi Fig-tree planted in his 
het , 


Vineyard. ] 


| The Man, I told you, is fo picſeun; to 
us, God the Father, by which Suailivnde 
He - is often fet out in the Now Teſt a- 


ment, 


Obſerve then, That it is no new thingy 
if you find in God's Church #arrew Fig-rrees,. 
fruitleſs Profeſſors ; even as here you {ee is a 
Tree, a fruitleſs Free, a fruitlels- Fig-treein 
the Vineyard. Fruit ig aot ſo eaſily brought 
forth, as a Profeſſion is got #mto ; *cis eafie 

or a Man to clothe_himlelf with a fair ſhew 
in the Fleſh, 'to word it, and ſay, Be thon 
warmed and' filled with the beff. *Tis na 
hard thing, to do theſe with other things; 
but to be fraitful, to bring forth fruit to 
God, this doth not every Tree > 110 not \ 


'', very Fig-tree, that ſiands in the Vineyard 


of God. Thoſe words. allo, Fohn 15. 2, 
[ Epery branch in me that beareth not. Fruit, 
,"] -affert the fame ting. 


Body | 


The Barren Fig-tree. . x7 

Body myſical, ( which- is. his Church, his 

Vineyard; ) that bear not. Fruit, whetefore 

1 | the Hand of. God'is to take them away. T1 

h || -cked for Grapes, and it brought forth wild 

| Grapes, Ia. 5,4. that is, no Frait at all 

| that was: acceptable with God. Againy 

* | Hoſe 10.1. Iſgatl is an empty Vine, he 
bringeth forth Fa unto bimſelf, none to 

> | God; he is without Fruit toGod, All 

+ | theſe, with many more, ſhew us the truth 

» | of the Obſervation, and that God's Church ' 

may be cumbered-with fruitleſs Fig-trees, 

with barren Profeſſors. | 


4 Had a . Fig-tree> | 
a | - + Akhough there be in God's Church thag 
t || be. barren and fruitleſs; yet, as Þ ſaid, ts 
e | ſeeto, they are like the reſt of the -Trees, 
y || evena Fig-tree : *Twas not an Oak, nor a 
a | Flow, nor a Thorn, nor a Bramble, but 
a | a Fig-tree. Exck. 33. 31. 'They gome before 
3 | thee as the People cometh. Ia. 59. 2, 
o | 3,4. They delight ta know my Ways, as 
t if} 4 Nation that-did Righteonſneſs, and for 
ſook not the Ordinances of their God : obey 
\, | askof me the Ordinances of Juſtice, thay take 
ry, | deljpbt in approaching to God ;, and yet but 


barren, fruitleſs, :and unprofutable Profel.. 
{ors © Judas allo. was one of the twelve, a 
| Diſciple, 


| X4 The Batren Fig:tree. 


Eye was the barren Fag-type, a Devil, a 
| fruitleſs Profeflor. The foolifh Virgins al- 
| fo went foxthof the World with the-other, 
had Lamps, and Light, and were awaken- 
ed with the other; yea, had boldneſs to 
forth, when the midnight Cry was —_ 
with the 'other ; and thought that they 
eonld have looked Chriſt in the Face, when: 
he fat upon the Throne of Judgment, with 
the other; and yet but fooliſh, but barrew 
Fig-trees, - but fruitleſs-Profeflors : XMar. 7. 
. 22, 23. Many, faith Chriſt, will ſay ants 
'me in that day, this and that, and: will al- 
' fo talk of many wonderful Works; yet, 
- behoHd, . he finds nothing in . them, but 
- the Frans of Unrighteouſnels :: they were 
altogether barren-and fruitleſs Profeſſors. 


Had a Fig-t':e [| planted. Þ 


This word [ planted Þ doth alfo' reach 
far; it ſappoſeth one taken out of: its natu- 
ral Soil, or removed from the place it grew 
in. once > one that ſeemed to be called, 
Sn awakened 5 


' Diſciple, an Apoſtle, a Preacher, an Officer, 
yea, and ſuch atone as none of the Eleven i 
miſtruſted, but preferred before themſelyes, Þ 
each one crying out, 1s#t I? Is it F?' Mar. 
F4. 19. none of them, as we read of, ( Foh. 
6, 70. ) miſtruſting Judas, yethe in Chriſt's 


—— 
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The Barren Fig-tree: 15 
awakened 3. and not only ſo, but by ſtrohg 
and carried from the World to the Church 3 
rom Nature, to Grace 3 from Sin, to God- 
" Mineſs. Pſal. So. 8. Thou broughteſt a Vine 
- Bout of Egypt 3 thon didſt caft out the Hea- 
then, and plant it, Of ſome of the Branches 
of this ' Vine,, Wtre there unfraitful Profeſ- 
ſors. | 
It muſt be concluded therefore, That this 
Profeſſor (that remaineth notwithſtanding 
fruitleſs) is, as to the View and Judgment 
? $ of the Church, rightly brought in thither ; 
| to wit, by Confeſſion of Faith, of Sin, and 4 
Shew of Repemtance and Regeneration, (thus 
falſe Brethren creep in unawares.) All theſe 
things this word Planted intimateth; yea; 
farther, that the Church is ſatisfied with 
ther, conſents they ſhould abide in the 
Garden, and counteth them found: as the 
reſt, . But before God, in the ſight of God, 
they are graceleſs Profefſors, barren and 
frunleſs Fig-trees. | 
Therefore it is one thing to be IN the 
Chxrch, or in a Profeflionz andianother to 
be OF the Church; and to belong to that 
Kingdom, that is prepared for the Saint, 
that is ſo indeed. Otherwiſe, being plamted; 
ſhall 5t proſper, ſhall it not mterly wither, - 
when.the Eaſt-wihd toncheth it ?- It ſhall wi- 


16 The"bBatren Fig-tree, 


ther in the. Furrows where it grew, Exck. 
I7. 10. | | 


- Had a Fig-tree planted in [his] Vineyard, | 


In [bs] Vineyard. Hypocrites, withrot- 
ten Hearts, are not afraid to come before, 
God in $0. Theſe Wordsherefore ſuggeſt. 

'* . untous, a prodigious kind of Boldneſs and. 

| hardned Fearleſneſs: For what Preſumption 

| higher, and what Attempt more deſperate, 

; - than for a Man that wanteth Grace, and the 
true Knowledg of God, to crowd himſelf 
(in that Condition) into the Houſe, or 
Church of God z or to make profeſſion of, 
and deſire that the Name of 'God' ſhould be 
called upon by him? 

For the Man that maketh a Profeſſion of 
the Religion of Jeſus Chriſt, that Man hath, 
as it were, put the Name of God upon him- |. 

ſelf, and is called and reckoned now, (how, Þ' 
fruitleſs ſoever before God or. Men) the 
Man that hath to dp with Ged, the Man 
that God owneth, and will fland for. Fhis 
Man, I fay.,, by his Profeſſion {uggefteth this 
to all that know him, to be ſuch a Profeſſor. 
Men meerly natural, I mean Men that have 
not got the devillsſb Art of Hypocrily, are 
afraid to think of doing thus, Ard of the 
ret daft ms Man jein himſelf 0 thew, bug 
tre 


-.- 
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The Batren Fig-ttee, 17 
he People magnified them, ' AQts 5, 13, 
And he et God ; They have 
.  rought, faith he, Men uncircumciſed into, 
'd. ſhny Sanftuary. And again, (Tſas. 1.12.) 
t.. Pen: you come to appear before me, who 
ath required this at your hand, to tread mn: 
| We 9#7ts ? fajth God: They have therefore 
id Fcarn'd this Boldneſs of .none in the vilible 
World, they only took it of the Devil; for 


© &Þc, and he only. (with theſe his Diſciples) 
ie tempt to preſent themſelves in the Church 


14 Pefore God, The Tares are the Chilaren of 
he wicked. One : the Tares, that Is, the- 
f Flypocrites that are Satan's Brood, the Gene= 
2 Sation of. Vipers, that cannot eſcape. the 


- 


Damnation-of Hell.. \_. - . INE 
[ Had] a Fig-tree planted in his Vineyard, 


He: doth not ſay, He planted a Fig-tree, 
but there was a.Fig-tree there he had, - Or 
ound, a Fig-tree. planted in his Vineyard. 
The great God will zoe acknowledg the 
barren Fig-tree, or barren- Profeſſor, to be 
7 Workmanſhip, or a Tree of ba bringing 
nz only the Text-ſaith, He had one there. 
his is much like that m Matthew, Chap. 

I 5, 13»; Every. Plant. which. my heavenly Fa- 
ber hath not. planted, ſhall be.rooted up. Here 
gain ae Playts inhis;V.incyard, RE 
SOOTE will 


18 The Barren Figtree. 


will not acknowledg to be'of his planting : 
and he ſcems to fugyeſt, that in his Vine 
yard are many ſuch z -- Every Plant, or all 
thoſe Plants and Profeſfors that are got into 
the Aſſembly of the Saints, or imo the Pro- 

_ feſlion of their Religion, without God and 
his Grace, ſhalt be rooted up. ; 
And mhen the King came in to ſee the 

Gueſts, he ſaw there a Man that hag not on 
a Wedding-garment ;, and he ſaid unto him, 
Friend, how cameft thou in hither, not bavingh,” 
ona Wedaing-garment ? Matth. 22, 11,12. 
Here is one |. ptranel and crafty, that heþ, 
beguiled alt the Gueſts ; he got and keptinſþ 
the Church, even until the King himel 
came un to ſee the Gueſts, But his Subtilt 
got him nothing ;, it did not blind the Eyes 
of the King 3 it did not pervert the Jadementſ1; 
of the Righteows. Friend; how Rs thou. 
ir: hither ? did overtake him-at laſt, eyen a 
pi:blick RejeQAion 3 the King diſcoveredhimf 
in the face of all there preſent, How cameſs 
thouin hither ?- My Father did not bring thedl/ 
hither, I did not bring thee hither, my Spi4 
rit did not bring thee hither, thou art not o 
the.Heavenly Father's planting. A 
John 10.1. He that tometh not 51 by thif 
Door, but climbeth up ſome other way, thiſt 
Jam 4 Thief and « Robber, This Text alfe. 


The Barren Fig-tree. 19 


8 :Þþ is full; and plain to our Purpoſe , for this 


ne-Mn came not in by the Door, yet got into - 


alle Church; he got in by climbing ; he 
NOBroke in at the Windows, he got ſomething 
r10-Bf the Light and Glory of the Goſpel of our 
indF ord Jeſus Chriſt ih his Head ; and fo 
hardy Wretch that he was) he preſumed 
tho croud himſelf atnong the Children. But 
"Wow is this reſented? What faith the King 
1 Þt him ? Why this is his Sign, The ſame 1s 
TEST hief arid a Robber, Sce ye here allo, if all 
I2.Juch be owned as the planting of God, that 
A et into his Church, or a Profeflion of his 
ame, | 
ey Had a F ig-tree, had one without a 
It edding-garment 5 had a Thief in his 
Ye:BGarden, at his Wedding, in his Houſe. T heſe 
*Flimbed up ſome other way, There are nary 
ays to get into the Church of God, and: 
1 Wrofeftion of his Name beſide, and without 
IMEn entring by the Door. 
1. There is the Way of Lying and: Diſ- 
Nec embling, and at this G ap the Gibeonites got 
P'Fn; Toſh. 9. 3, 4, &c. | 
OF 2, There is ſometimes Falſeneſs amongſt 
ome Paſtors, either for the ſake of carnal 
Relations, or the like ; at this Hole Tobiah 
ir he Enemy of God 'got in, Nek. 13+ 4» 
5, 6. i 5 


Dok 
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3- There is ſometimes Negligence, and 
too much Uncircumſpeneſs in the  whol 
Church 3. thus the Uncircumciſed, got in ; 
Exzer. 44.7, 9. be 

4.. Sometimes again, let the Church befſya 
never ſo circumſpett, yet theſe have ſo muchſjur 
help from the Devil, that they beguile them 
all, and ſo get in, Thelc are of that fort offffe 
Thieves that Paul complains of; ſalſe Bre-|jth 
thren brought in unawarts, Gal. 2, 3, 4. fat 
Fade allo cries out of theſe, Certain Menfh: 
crept in unawares, Jude, Crept in! What, Þh 
- werethey ſo lowly ? A voluntary Humility, ſth 
(Col. 2. 22,23.) a neglecting of the Body, EP! 
not in any humour, O how ſeemingly ſelf-fſp1 
denying are. ſome. of: theſe creeping things, JL 
that-yet are to be held (as. we. ſhall know$ 
them) an Abomination to Iſrael, Lev. 11, 
432 44» 

- But in a great Houſe, there are not only 
F:;jjels of Gold, and of Silver ;, but alſo offs; 
Wood,' and-of Earth ;, and ſome to Honour, ſh 
and ſome to Diſhonour, 2 Tim, 2, 20; By 
| theſe Words the Apoſtle ſeems to. take it forſic: 
' granted, that as there hath been, ſo there {tillF| 
will be, theſe kind of Fig-trees, theſe baxrenſſtl 
Profeſſors in the Houſe, when all Men have]tl 
done,-what they: can: Even as 11 4, great: 
Houſe there are always Veſſels ts Diſhonoury 

as 
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as welt as thoſe to Honour and Glory ;. Veſ- 
els of Wood, and of Earth, as well as of Sil. 
tr and Gold: So.then there muſt be woodeix 

Profeſſors in rhe Garden of God, there muſt 
be earthly, earthen Profeſſors in his Vine- 
yard : bus that methinks is the biting word, 

chilan« /ome ro Diſhoneur, That to the Romans 
mis d:caatu!.. { Row. 9. 21, 22.) but. this 
offffeems to go' veyund it. Thaz ſpeaks but of 
he Reprobate in genera], but chis.of ſuch 

and ſuch in particular, That ſpeaks of their 
hardning but in the common Way ; But | 

| phis, that they muſt be-ſuffered to creep into 
he Church 3 there to fit themſelves for their - 

JPlace, their own Place, As 1. 25, the Place 

1t- prepared -for them of this ſort only. As the 

Lord Jeſus ſaid once of the Phawſees, Theſe 

ſhall receive greater Damnation, Luke 20.47. 
Barren Fig-tree, fruitleſs Profeſſor, haſk 

hou heard all theſe things ? Hat thou cone 
dered that this F5g-tree is not acknowled. 

ved of God to be his, but is denied to-be of 

his planting, and: of his bringing unto his 
edding,? Doſt not thou ſee that thouwart 

lled a Thief and a\Robbey yz that haſt cither 
limbed up to,- or crept in at another place 
han'the Door ? Doſt thou» not+hear,- that 
elthere = be in'God's Houſe, wooden: and 

rarthly Profeſſors, and 'that-30; place wh 

© 
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ſerve to fit thoſe for Hell, but the Hou 
Church, the Vineyard of God! Barren Fig 

eree 7 fruitleſs Chriſtian ! do not thine Ea 
tingle ? ( 


And He] came and ſonght Fruit thereaff, 


When a Man hath got a Profeſſion, .a | 
is crouded into the Church and Houle 
God 3 the Queſtion is not ow, Has he Lik 
hath-he right Principles, but hatb he Fruith* 

' He came ſecking Fruit thereovy, It matte 

- not: who brought thee in. hither, 'wherhy 

” God or the Devil, or thine own vain-glor 
'.ous Heart ; But baſt thou Fruit ? Doft tho" 
bring forth Fruit unto God ? And, let eve * 

" one that. nameth the Name of the Lord Fe 

. Chrift, depart from Iniquity, 2 Tim. 2. 1 
. Hedoth not ſay, and let every one. that ha 
;| Grace or. let thoſe that. have the Spirit 
' God but let every one that /namerh ff 

- Name of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, depart fxof 
To Iniqui 's fr 
*' What do: Mien meddle with Religion. 
: : Why: do they .callthemyſelves by the Nat 
: Of the Lord' Jeſus, if they have not the Gr; i 
: of God, if they have not the Spirit of Chri 
" God therifore expelteth Fruit 5 - What. 


6 


| i they do-in the Vineyard ? Let them wagſfa! 
mu get /them-out, .the, Vinggay Ea: Y 
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(Labourers in it : Sor, go work to day in 

PV ineyard, Mat. 21. 28. Wherefore, want of 
AGrace, and want-of Spirit, will not keep 
FGod from ſerking Fruit : And He came and 
ought Fruit thereon, Luke'8, 8, . He requi» 
reth that which He ſeemeth to have: Every 
Man in the Vineyard, :and Houſe of God, 
promifeth himſclf, profeſſeth to others, and 
I would have all Men take it for-granted, that 
fan Heavenly Principle is in him : Why then 
tre {bould not God ſeek Fruit ? 

As for them therefore that will retain the 
A Name of Chriſtians, fearing God,” and yet 
make no Conſcience of bringing forth Fruit 
val fo him : He faith toſuch, Away ® Ar for 
ou, Go ye, ſerve every one his Idols, and 
hereafter alſo, if ye will not hearkgn to me, &c. 
A Ezek. 20. Fee Barren” Fp-rree, doſt thou 
rite Fhear ? God expeceth Fruit, God calls for 
; Fruit; yea, God will ſhortly come ſeeking 
froll Fruit on this Barren Fig-tree, "Barren Fig- 
tree! either bear Fruit, or go out of the 
+foff Vineyard; (and' yet then thy 'Cafe will be 
Var unſpeakably damnable.) Yea, Jet me add; 
3rafd!f thou ſhalt neither bear Fruit, nor depart, 
hriff God, will take bis Name out of thy. Momb, 
077. 44 26. He will have Fruit. "And Ifay 
woltfurther, If thou wilt do neither, yet God in - 
t. Juſtice and Righteouſneſs will ſill:come for 
" vs TINY Is \ , 13112 for 
OUug..: 'Tuits 
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Fruit,” And it will be in. vain for thee to 
count this Auſterity : He will reap where hi 

| bath not ſowed, and gather where he hath nat 

Nrewed, Matth.. 85, 24, 25,26. . Barten 

.Fig-tree,, doſt thou hear ? | 


- Q. What, if a Man hath no Grace ?. 
i. A. Yes, ſccing he hath a Profeſſion, 

' And he came and ſought Fruit | thereon.) 

A Church then, -and a Profeſſion, are not 

- Places where the Workers of” Iniquity may 

hide themſelyes and Sins from God. Some 

of old thought, that becauſe they could cry, 

. The Temple of the Lord, the Temple of thi 

Lord, that therefore they were delivered, or 

- had a -Diſpenſation to do the Abominations 

, which: they 'committed 5 as ſome in our 

. days. For, who (fay. they) have a Right 

. fo the Creatures if-not Chriſtians, if: not 

Profeſſors, if not Church-Members ? And 

from this Cancluſion, let go the Reins of 

. their inordinate AﬀeRions after Pride, Am- 

. bition, Gluttony, . pampering themſelves 

'. Withont fear, Jude 12. daubing themielyes 

with the. Luſt-provoking Faſhions. of the 

Times z to walk with ſtretched-out Necks, 

naked Breaſts, frizled Fore-top, wanto 

. Geſtures, in gorgeous Apparel, mizd witli 


,Gold and Pearl, and coſtly Array. 1 Wl 
| * -*here 
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here make- Inſpection into their Lives, their 
Carriages at Horne, 'in their Corners, ant 
ſecret Holes-:- But certainly Perſons thus ſpi- 
rited, thus principled and thus inclined, have 
but empty Boughs, Bonghs chat want the 
Fruit that God expects, and that God will 
come down to feek. 

Barren Fip-tree, thou art not licenſed by 
thy Profeſſion, nor by the Lord of the Vine- 
yard,: to bear theſe Clulters of Gomorrah - 
neither ſhall the Vineyard, nor thy being 
crowded among, the Trees there, (helter thee 
from the Sight of the Eye of God. Many. 
make Religion. their Cloak, and Chriſt their 
Stalking-horſe, 'and by that Means . cover 
themſelves, and hide their own Wickedneſs 
from Men: But God ſeeththeir Hearts, hath 
his Print upon the Heels of their Feet, arid 
pondereth all their Goings =: and at lat, 
when their Iniquity is found-to be hatefu), 
he 'wilbeicher ſmite them with Hardneſs of 
Heart, and fo leave:them, or awaken:them 
to'bring fortt/Fruit./Fruic he looks far, ſeeks' 
and expeds, barren Fig-tree / | 

But what! come into. the Preſence! of 
God to-fm ? What, cotneinto-the Preſence 

of : God 20 hide thy. Sin: Alas Man !.!the 


| Church is God's Garden, and Chritt Jetus is 


the great Apoſtle and High-Prielt of our Pro- 
| 7 B feſhon, 
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feflion. What, come into the'Houſe that 
is-called by my Name! inta:the Place where 
mine Honour dwelleth ! Pſat; 26. $. where - 
mine 'Eyes- and {Heart | are:. continually ! 
Kings 9. 3. What, come there to-fin, to 
' hide thy Sin, to cloak thy Sin! His Plants 
are an Orchard with pleaſant Frutt, Cant, 
4-13,14,15. And evety time he goeth into 
his Garden, it is to ſee the Fruits of the Val- 
kyz:and to fee if-the Vine flouriſh, axd if 
the Pomegranates bud. -. 

Yea,faith he, Fe came ſeeking Fruit on this 
Fig-tree. The Church is the Place of God's 
Delight; where he ever deſires to be 3 there 
hes Night and:Day. . He is there to feck for 
Fruit, to ſeek for Fruit of all and every 
Tree in:the Garden. Wherefore afſure thy 
If, O fruitleſs One, that thy Ways muſ 
needs be open before the Eyes of the Lord. 
One black Sheep is ſoon eipied, although in 
- company with many z that is taken with the 
fri caft of the Eye.z its diflerent Celour fill 
betrays.it. - 1fay, therefore, a'\Church and a 
Profeilion are not Places where the Workers 
. of Iniquity 'may. hideithernſclves from God, 
that ſecks for :Fruit3" 4y Fintyard, | faith 
God,! which 45 m11me, before me yz Cant, 
$1209] [1:77 oe gn big 2Þ5 foe Che 
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And he came and ſought Fruit thereon, 
| [and found none. | | 


'Barrth ' Fig-tree, hearken The conts- 
nal ' non-bearing of | Fruit, - 1s a dreadful 
Sigh that thou art to-come to a dreadful End, 
as the winding up of this Parable conclu- 
deth. . | | 
;. "Hi#d found bye; None at all; or none to 
Ggd's liking :>For when-he faith, He came - 
- ſeekging Fruit thereon; he means Fruit mees 
for God, (Heb, 6.) pleaſant Fruit, Fruit 
- pood and (weet, -- | _ 

Alas, -it is not any Fruit will ſerve; bad 
-Fridir' is counted 'Hone. Every ' Tree that 
bringeth not forth good Fruit, hewen din, 
- wid Caſino the Fire, Matth. 3.10. 

I, There is a Fruit among Profeſſors that 
withets, atid ſo never comes to be ripe 3 a 
Fruit that-is ſmitten in the. Growth, and 

\comes-not to Maturity, and this is reckoned 
-0-Fruie. This; Frifit \'thoſe Profeſſors bear, 
'thathive many fair Begining, or Blofloms z * 
"that make many fair Offers of Repentance 
--and-Amendment z that begin to pray, to 
reſolve, and to break off their Sins by Righ- 
ceouſneſs 51 but ſtop #t thoſe Beginnings; and 
© britg/ io Frwierfofth to Perfettion, This 
"Mah"PPraitas- withered, wrinkled, ſtnic- 
Bok B 2 £cir 
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[ 25 _ The Barren Flo«ree. 
| ten Fruit, and is in effe&t no Fruit at- 
c all.” oh War Rag 
2. There is an haſty Frait;” fuch'as is the 
Corn upm the Harſt-cop, Plal:\ tg. or.that 
' Which.ſprings vp an the Dwngbilz.that runs 
up fuddenly,.,violently,. with great Stalks, 
and big ſhew, and yet at laſt proves empry of- 
Kernel. This Fruit is to be found in:thoſe 
- Profeſſors, that.on.a ſudden.are-{o awaken- 
. ed; ſo convinced,,and {o affected with their 
. Condition, that.they;ſhake. the whole Fa- 
mily, the End-ſhip, the whole Town. -Fer 
a while they cry haftily, vehemently, dole - 
' fully, mournfully; and yet all is buta;Pang, 
..an Agony, aFit, they bripg not-forthEruit 
with Patience. Theſe are called tho haſty 
| Fruits, that ſball' be a6 4. fading Flower, 
Ia. 28. 4. 74g a Srrtt<; 
3+ There is a Fruit that is vie, and- «8 
tafted,: Jer. 24, how. long foever it: be in 
growing ; the. Root is: dried; and:cannot 
| _ _- convey a Sufficiency of Sapjto the, Branches 
,” , to ripen the Fruit. : Thele are the Fruit of 
ſuch Profeſſors, whoſe Heart is [eſtranged 
from Communion ' with: the Holy Ghoſt, 
whoſe Fruit groweth from themſelves, from 
. thei Parts, Gifts, Stxengthof Wit, natural 
er mol. Principles, Theſe, notwithſtanding 
__... they bring forth Exvtivy; ace; called *ampy 


Vines, 


en ee cette -—_ 
rr I ern ee re IEEE er ern IE er ne II 


A A Eeo—_—_ 


had 


WW. WP, CDP W 


_” 0 . Þ: VS: GOAT UP EW. BY 


ws = WT po a ww 8xXR car yon Wz# FP af 9 


bring forth Fruit 


The Barren Fig-tree. - 25 
Vines, fach as bring not forth Frutt” ro: * 
God. C3653 by 

Their Rott is dried up,” they ſhall bear 10 
Fruit -, yea, though they bring forth, yet 
wil 1 flay even-the beloved Fruit of their 
Womb, Hol. 9. 16. 

4. There is a Fruit that is Wild; I leoks 
ed for Grapes, and it brought forth 'Wild 
Grapes, liz.153,4c T:qblerve, :That as there 
are Trees and i1#Zerbs that, axe wholly right, 
and noble, - fit. #ndeed tor-the Vineyard : 
So thege are allo their Semrblance, but wild 
not right, - but ignoble. There. is the 
Grape, and the wild Grape; the Vine, and 
the wild Vine; the Roſe, and the caiker= 


Roſe , Flowers, and wild Flowers ; the Ap-.. 


th, and the wild. Appie, which we call che* 
Crab. Now Fruit from theſe wild things, 
however they may plcafe the Chilgren to 
play with, yet the Pradene and Grave count 
thern” of fittle or 'no- value. © Therecare 2l- 
ſo inthe World a' Generation of, Profeſ-. 
ſors, that notwithſtanding their Profeflion, 
are wild by Nature 3 yea, ſuch as were ne- 
ver cut out, or off,, from the wild Olive- 


tree, nor never yet planted into-the'good' * 
Olivetrree, Now. theſe can bring nothing. 


forth but wild Olrve-berries, they cannot- 
unto God, Such: are all" 
B3 - thoſe 
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| thoſe that have -lightly taken up a-Profeſ- 


| fion, and crept into the Vineyard without 
| a new Birth, and. the bleiling of Regene- 
{ ration. 
| $5. Thereis alſo untimely Fruit ; Ever 
| ataFig-tree caſteth ber untimely Figs, Rev, 
' 6, 13, Fruit out of Seaſcn, and ſo no Fruit 
, to Gods liking, 
| There are two ſorts of Profeſſors ſubject 
to bring forth untimely Fruit, | 
Firſt, They that bring forth [Fruit] roo 
00N. « 
| Finn” ; They that bring forth [Fruit] 
t00 late. YEA cd bu 
Firſt, They that. bring, forth coo ſam, 
They. are. ſuch as at.. preſent. receive the, 
Word with Foy; and anon, before they | 
have Root downwards, they cicuf forth up- 
wards; but having zot ,root,,; when the,Sun.; 
ariſeth they are /mittes,, and. milgrably, die 
without Fruit. Theſe, Profeſſors are thoſe 
light. and inconſiderate ones, that. think ng-. 
thing but Peace will attend. the Goſpel 
| and ſo anon rejoice. at the Tidings, with- 
|. out forelecing the Evil;: Wheretore when. 
|. the Evil comes, being.uharmed; and o.not- 
able to ſland any. longer, they: die, and; arc 
withered, _and bring forth no. Fruic,'; He 
| t nat : 


) 
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that received the Setd into tony places, "the 
ſame is he that beareth rhe Word, and anon 
mith.joy receiveth'it ;, yet: hath: be, not raot 
im himſelf, but dureth for a'while:* for when 
Tribulation or Perſecution ariſeth' becanſe'sf 
the Word, by and' by he #8 offended, Matth. 
13. 20, 21. - There is in. 1/a; 28. meri- 
tion made of ſome, whoſe. glorious Beant 
ſhall be a fading Flower, la. 28, 4- becauſe 
, it is Fruit before Summer. | Both theſe are 
untimely Fruit, 

Secondly, They alſo bring forth untime- _ 
ly Fruit, chat' Ray tilt the Seaſon 15 over, 
God will have his Fruit in His Seaſon; 1 
ſay, he will receive them of ſuch Men as 
ſhall rendes then. to him in Their: Seaſbns, 
Matth:21.4r, The miſffing of the-Seaſon 
is dangerous, ſtaying till the Door is ſhut'is 
: dangerous, at. 25. 10, 11. Many there be 
that come not till the Floud of God's Anger 
is raiſedz *and too deep for them -to- wade 
thro : Surely in the Floods of great Waters, - 
they ſhall not come nigh unto him, Pal. $2.6: 
Efauws | afterward ] is Fearful : For ye 
know how that afterward when he would bave 
inherited the Bleſſing, he was rejebted ; for 
be found no place of Repentance,” though bs 
ſought it carefully with tears, Heb. 42, 16, 
I7. 


B 4. So 
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| .So the Children of 1ſrael, they brought 
to God- the Fruits of Obedience too late 3 
their. Zo, we'bechere, (Numb. 14: 40, 41, ' 
42.) came too late z Their, We will go up, 
catne too late : The Lord had {worn before, 

| YV.23,30. that they ſhould net poſſeſs the Land, 

. All theſe are ſuch as bring torth untimely 
Fruit, - Heb. 12. 17. Luk, 13.25, 26, 27« 
It is the hard hap of the Reprobate, to do all 
things too late 5 to be ſentible of his want , 
of Grace too late; to be ſorry for Sin too 
Jate3 to ſeek Repentance too late ; to ask 
for Mercy, and- to delire to go to Glory 
to0 late, 


iq! 
q 
| 


1, Thus you ſee:that Fruit ſmutten in the 
growth, that withereth, and that comes not 
to maturity, #5 zo Fratt. 

- 2, That haſty Fruit, fuch as the Corn up- 
the Houſe-top, Pal. 129: 6, withereth allo 
afore it growtth up, and is no Frut, 

3+ Thatthe Fruit that is vile and #H-t4- 

. hed, 1s no Fruit. - 

4. That wild Fruit, wild Grapes, Rev. 
6. are no Fruit. © 

5, That untimely Fruit, ſuch as comes 
200; ſoo, or that comes roo late ;, fuch as 
come not ig their Seaſon, are no Frum. . 


And 
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The Barren Fig-tree. 3" 
HAnd he came.and ſought Fruit thereon, and: 


found none. 


Nothing will do but Fruit: Mat. 21. 34. 
Fe looked for Grapes ; when the time of Fruit 
drew noar, be ſent his Servants to the 
Husbandmen that they might receive the 
Fruit of it, Md th 

ref, But what Fruit doth God ex- 
pect ? | ot; 

Anſw, Good Fruit: Every Tree that' 
bringeth not forth good fruit, is hewn down, 
Mat. 7. 19. Now before the Fruit can. be 
good, the Tree-1nuft'be good, for good- 
Fruit makes not a good Tice, but @ good” 
Tree bringeth forth good Fruit : Do Men ga- 
ther Grapes of Thorns, or Figs of Thiftles ? 
A Man mult be good, elſe he cen bring forth 
no' good Fruit 3 he maſt have Righteout- 
neſs imputed, - that he may ſtand good in: 
God's tight from the curſe of his Law, 
He':muti have a Principle of Righteouſne(s” 
in-his Soul, elſe how ſhould he bring forth: 
good. Fruits ? and hence it-is, that a Chri- 
ſtian's Fruits are called, Gal. 5. 22, 23. * 
thefrur of the Spirit ; and thi fruits of Righ-- 
reonſneſs, which: ave by Jeſus" Chriſt; >Phil, 
E.1 F. The Fruits of the Spirit, therefore 
the Spirit mult be- there-; ' the Fruits: of 
B Ss. | Kightee 
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Righteouſneſs, thercfore Righteouſneſs muſt 
firſt be there. But to particularize'in a few 
things briefly, mt nn, 
Firſt, God expecteth Fruit that will/an- 
ſwer, and. be worthy of . that - Repentance 
thou feigneli thy ſelf to have... Every. one: 
ina Profeſſion, and that. hath crouded, into: 
the Vineyard, pretendeth to Repentante.: now. 
of..every ſuch Soul Gad-expedteth that'the 
Pruits of Repentance be tound to attend 
them ;. Mat. 3. 8. Bring forth Fruits there- 
faxe meet for Repentance, or an{werable to 
thy profeflion of the Doctrine of Repen- 
tance. Barren Fig-tree, ſeeing thou art a 
Frafeſlgr,. and got into-the Vineyard 3: thou 
ſandelt. before the Lord: of: the Vineyard, 
a3..0nc of the Trees of the Garden: Where- 
fare He looketh for Fruit from thee, as from 
the.eſt of | the Trees. in the Vineyard 
Fruits, I ay, and ſ#cþi2s may declare:thee: 
in,Heart and Life, one that hath made-- 
ſound Profefljon, of iRepentance, 'By: :thy 
Profcflion thou haſt faid, 7.4m ſenſible of 
the. Evil of Sin: Now then, live, ſuch a 
Life, «s-;declares that thou. a:t ſenſible of 
vn Evil.. af Sigh: By thy,.Profefllon-thou. 
5 way >a vE. ap yorry. on, y. San ©. Why 
uch @ Life us miyeclae This - 
STE By thy: Pn thay baſt ſaid,._ - 
| I. 
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1 'am aſhamed of ny Sin, Pal. 38.19. 
yea, Ts: live ſuch-a Life, that Men by4 that 
may ſee thy ſhame for fre; Jer. 31. 19'By 
thy Profeffion thou ſayeft, I have turned 
irs left off, and am become ' an enemy to + 

| oy. op appearance of evil, . 1 Thefl. 5. 22: 

| Ah butt doth thy. Life and Convesfation 
declare thee to be ſuch an one ? Take We: | 
barrea Fi ig-tree, left thy Life ſhould g: 
thy Profeſſion the' Lie. "1 ſay again, ike 
heed, for God himſelf will come for Fruit'z'. 
And be ſought- Fruit thereon. 

You have'ſome Profefſors, that are only - 
Saints before-Men, when they art abroxd, 
but-are Devilsand Vipets at home'; Saints. 
by Profeſſion, but Devils by Practice; z Saints” + 
in Word, | but Sinners in Heart *and Life.” 
Theſe Men may have the Profeffron, but 
they -want the Fruits that become Repen-: 
Pance. 

" Barren Fig-tree ! Can it be imagined | 
that thole'that paint themſelves, did everre-.. 

pent of their Pride? or that thoſrhar Pur  - 
ſe this World, did ever repent of their Ce- - 
vetouſneſs ? or that thoſe that walk with ' 
wanton Eyes, . did ever repent of their fieſhly - 
Lifts? Where, barren Fig-tree, is the Friue 
of theſe Peoples Repentance ? Nay, dotthey - 
not rath ex . declare to the World, that they + 

have” 
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| have repemed of their Profeſſion ? Their 
- Fruits Jook- as. if they had. Their Pride 
ſaith, they have repented of their Humils- 
ty Their Covetouſneſs declareth, that they | 
are weary of depending upon God ;,. and doth l 
not- thy wanton Actions declare, that thou 
ebhorreſt Chaſtity ? Where is. thy Frut, 
| barren Fig-tree ? Repentance is not only 
a ſorrow, and a ſhame for, but « turning | 
from Sin to' God, Heb, 6, it is called Repen- 
| Tance from dead works. Halt thou that Godly | 
| Sorrow that worketh Repentance 10 Salvati- 
- on, n10t to be repentedof ? 2 Cor. 7. 10, 11, | 
How doſt thou ſhew thy carefulneſs, and 
Clearing, of thy (elf, thy indignation againſt 
Sin:z thy. fear of offending 3 thy vchement 
| delire to walk with God ; thy zeal for his 
| Name, and Glory in the World ? and what 
| xevenge haſt thoa in thy Heart againſt every | 
' thought of Diſobedience ? | 
 , But where is the Fruit of this Repen- 
| tance? Where is thy Watching, thy Fa- 
| Ning, thy Praying againſt the remainders of 
| -Corruption ?- Where is thy Self-abhorrence 3 
| thy bluſhing before God, for the Sin that is 
yet behind? Where's thy tenderneſs of the 
Name of God and his Ways ? - Where is thy 
| Self-denial and Contentment ? How doſt 
| thou ſhew before er the truth of thy twru- 
ing 


| 
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ing to God? Haſt thou renounced the hid- 
den things of diſhoneſty, not walking in cy af- 
tineſs ? 2 Coy. 4- 2. Canſt thou commend 


thy (elf to every Man's Conſcience in the 
ſight of God? 


And he ſoug bt Fruit thereon. } 


Secondly, God:expetteth Fruits that ſhall 
anſwer that Faith which thou: makeſt Profe ſe 
ſton of. - The Profeſſor that is got.into the 
Vineyardof God, doth feign that he. hath 
the Faith, the Faith moſt holy, the Faith of 
God's Ele, Ah! But where are thy Fruits, 
barren Fig-trec ? The Faith of the Romans 
was ſpoken of throughout the whole World, 
Rom. 1, $. and the Theſfalonians Faith 
grew excedingly, 2 Thefl. 1. 3, | 

Thou protefſeſt to believe thou haft a 
ſhare in another World ; Haſt thou let go 
this, barren Fig-tree ? Thou profeſleſt thou 
believeſt in Chrift 3 is he thy Joy, and the 
Life of thy Soul ? Yea, what conformity 
unto Him, or his Sorrows and Suffering ? 
what reſemblance hath his Crying, and 
Grozning, and Bleeding, . and Dying, 
wrought in thee ? dolt thou bear about in 
thy body the dying of the Lord Jelus ? and 
is alſo the Life of Jeſus made matifeſt in thy 
mortal Body? 2 Cor. 4. 10,11, Barren 

: Fig-tree, 
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Fig-tree, Shew me thy Faith by thy Works. 
Shew out of a good. Converſation thy Works 
with meekneſs of ' Wiſdom, Jim. 2. 18. &- 
I. * 

What Fruit, barren Fig-tree, what 'de- 
gree of Heart-Holineſs ? for Faitb purifies 
the Heart, AG. 15. 9. What love to the 
Lord Jeſus? for Faith worketh by Love, Gal. 


5-6. | | 
Thirdly, God expeQs Fruits, according to © 


the Seaſons of Grace thou art under, accord, 
ing to the raintbat cometh upon thee. Perhaps 
thou art planted in a good Soil, by great 
Waters, that thou mighteſt.. bring. forth 
Branches, and bear Fruit ; that thou-might- 
eſt be a goodly Vine or.Fig-tree + Shall he 
not therefore ſeek for Fruit, for Fruit an- 
ſwerable to the Means ? Barren Fig-tree, God 


| « expecs it, and will fnd it too, if ever He 
 blels thee. For the Earth which arinks, in the 
rain that comes oft npon #t,.and bringeth forth 


herbs meet for him by whom it 1s dreſſed, 


receives blefling from God : but that which + 


beareth thorns and briars 1s rejefted, and is 
nigh unto curſing, whoſe end. is to be burned, 
Heb. 6, 7, 8. 


. Barren.. Soul! ' How. many. ſhowers: of. | 
Grace, -how many dews troim Heaven, hows - 
many. times have the filver Streams of the - 

Gs | + * City; 
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Gity of God, ran. gl: ding. by thy roots, to 
cauſe'thee to bring forth Frumns ? -Thele' 
Showers - and* Streams, and the Dyops that 
hang; upon thy Bonghs, will all be account- 
ed torz and will they not teſtifie againſt 
thee, that thou oughteſtof right ro be burn - 
ed? Hear, and tremble, O thowbarren Pro- 
feffor ! Fruits that become thy profeſſion-of, 
the Goſpel, the God of Heaven expebteth. 
The Goſpel hath in it the Forgiveneſs of 
Sins, the Kingdom of Heaven, and eternal 
Eife;. But what Fruit hath thy Profeſſion of 
a belief of theſe things put forth in thy-Heart 
and Life ? -Haſt thou given thy ſeFto'the' 
Lord ; and is aM that thou haſt 'to be wens--- 
tared for his Name in this World? Doft 
thou walk. like one that is bought with a-. 
pricey even the price of precious Blood ? 
Fourthly, The Fruit that God expeQteth-. 
is ſuch 4s 1s meet for bimſelf, © Fruit that 
may glorify God : God's Trees are Trees - 
of ' Righteouſneſs, the planting of 'the Lord, 
that be may be glorified > Fruit that tafteth - 
of Heaven, abundance of ſuch Fruit i For- 
berein, faith: Chriſt, 55- my. Father plorified,. 
that: ye bring forth' muth 'Fruit,\ ſohn 15,' 
8, Fmaits' of' all kinds; 2ex. and void 5 the + 
Fruits of the Spiritgre infill Goodneſs, and. 
Righteouſneſs, and: Tritb.- Fruits before 


—_ ' 
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the World, Fruits before the | Saints, 


Fruits befare, God, Fruits before Angels. +. 


Q, my Brethren, What manner of Perſans 


ought we to be ;,, who have ſubſcribed-tothe.| 


Lord,and have called our ſelves by the Name 
. of Iſrael? One ſhall ſay, Iam the Lord's ; 


' and another ſhall call bimſelf by rhe Name of 


Jacob; s another ſhall ſubſcribe with bis 


* Hand unto the Lord, and ſirname himſelf by. 
| | the Name of Iſrael, Ila. 44- 5+. Barien'Fig-" 


tree, haſt thou ſubſeribed, halt thoucaled thy 


ſelf by the Name of Facob ? and: ſirnamed: 


thy ſelf by the Name of 1/rae/? ; All this 
Gou pretendeft - to, who art; got nfs. "the 

incyard,, who ; art place amongſt 'the 
| Trees of the Garden of God : God: dath 
| _ therefore look ſor {uch_Fruit as is ' worthy 
'- of his Name, as is meet for Him. as. the 


Apolileſaith, We ſhould walk worthy of God , 


that is, {o as we 'rnay {hew in every, place, 


that: the preſence of God is with- us, his 
Fear #1 us, 'and his Majeſty : and Authority 
upon. our _ Ations. + Fruits meet for him, 
ſuck a dependance- upon -him, ſuch traſt 
* In his Word,  ſach..fatisfaGtion. in his 
Preſence, ſuch, 'P raking. of. bin. avith ; 
all my Gone, 81 and. ſuch. delight wk the: 

pyment. © monſtrate: 
Fs his WADA in my wy rs it my Soul. 
is 
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The Barren Fig-tree. 4x 
is wrap d' up in his Things, and that. my 
- | Body, and Soul, and Eftate, and. all; are in 
z> | Truth, through his Grace, at his ditpoſe. 
| Fruits meet for him : Hearty: thanks, and 
blefling God tor Jeſus Chrilt, for his: good 
Word, for his Free-Grace, for diſcovery of 
himſelf in-Chritt to the Soul, ſecret long 
ing after another World. Fruit met for him, 
Liberality to the poor Saints, -to the poor 
World ; a Life, in Word and Deed exem- 
plary ; a patient and quiet enduring of _all 
things, till I have done and ſuffered the - 
whole Will of God, which he hath: ap- 
pointed for me. That-on the good ground 
are they, which im an honeſt and good Heart, 
having beard the Word, keep it, and bring 
forth Fruit with patience, Luke $. 15, This 
is bringing” forth Fruit unto God 3. Hav- 
ing our Fruit unto Holineſs, and our End 
m—_— Life, Rom. 7. 4. & 6. 23. 6 
14; S614 2-02 }. 2r:tH} | 
Fifthly,; The Lord expeRts Fruit herommg 
the Vintyard of God: The Vineyard, faith 
he, Tſe. 5. 1. 1s a very fruitful Hill , wit- 
neſs the Fruit brought forth: inal Ages * 
] The moſt barren Trees that ever grew in the 
Wood of. this World, when planted. in this: 
Vineyard by the God of Heaven, what Fruit 
to Gedward have they*brought forth? wor 

| offere 
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offered to God a mire excellent 'Sacrihce, 
Heb. 11. 4. Enoch walked with' God three 
hundred years. verk, '5. Noah, by his Life 
of Faith, condemned the World, - and became: 
Heir: of the:Righteouſneſs which 1s by Faith, 
verl.. 7. Abraham left his: Conntry, and went 
out after God, ' not knowing whither he went, 
veil. 8. Moſesleft a Kingdom, and ran the 
hazard of the Wrath of the King, fos.the 
love he had to: God and. Chritt, What 
{hall T1 fay of thera who had Trials; not ac- 
cepting deliverance, that they might obtain 
a' better ' Reſurrection ? Heb. 11. 35,365 
37. They were ſtoned, they-were ſawn aſhn- 
der; were ed, were: ſlain with: the 
Sword : :They. wandred about in Sheep-shens 
and Goat+ihins, bting deſtitute, affiifked, tor 
minted, Peter left his Father, Ship and 
Nets, JA4at. 4. 18, 19.  Panl turned off 
from the Feet of Gamaliel.. Men brought 
their Goods and Poſſcflions ( the price. of 
them Y and' caſt' it down at the, -Apoſiles 
Feet, As 19.18, 19, 29. 'and- others 
brought their Books together,; and burnt 
them, curious. Books, though they were 


worth fifty thouſand ' pieces: of Silver, T 


could add, how 'many: willingly offered 
themſelves in all Ages, and their \all, for 


the worthy Name of the Lord Jeſus, to be: 
= rack'd, 


a 
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rack'd, ſtarved, hanged, burned; drowns 
ed, pulled in pieces,.and a thouſand Ca- 
lamities, ,; Barren Figetree, the: Vineyard of 


[God hath'been a fruitful place, What doſt 


thou there ? - what dpſt thow bear.?. God 'ex- 
pects Fruit. according-to, or becoming the 
Soil of the Vineyarzd: «5 #1 
Ssxthly, , The Fruit. which God:expeC- 
e&th is ſuch, as becometh God?s- Husbandry 
and Labour, The Vingyard is. God's: Hns- 
bandry, or Tillage, 1 am the Vine, aith 
Chriſt, 7ohn' 15: 1. and. my Father 1s the 
Husbandnaxns' And. again, 1 Co. 3:'9.. 
Te are God's Husbandry, ye ate God 1. Build-, 
ing. The: Vineyard, God. fences it, God 
gathereth out the Stones, / God- huilds-the- 
Tower and the Wine-preſs in the midſt 
thereof, Here'is Labour,. hexe is Protecti- 
on, here is removing of Hindeances, here” 
15 convenient Purgation, and all, that there: 
might be Frutt. | - 3 Lat) 
Barren Fig-tret {what Fruit haſt: thou? 
haſt thou Friit:becomivg the Care of God, 
the Protection of God, the Witdom of God, 
the Patience azd Husbanary of God? It is 
the Fruit of. the Vineyard, that:is either the 
ſharge or the.praiſe of, the Hasbandmans 
went by. the Field of \ ther Sdatbful, faithiSo- 
lomon,: aiid* by tha Yintyards of the Mun 


void 
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void of Underſflanding; and -lo, it was 
grown over with Thorns, and Nettles had 
covered the face thereof, Prov. 24. 30, 37, 
$25 .--:- © | 
OY Rowe Fig-tree + If Men ſhould make a 
Judgment of the care, and pains, and Ja- 
bour of God in his Church, by the Fruit 
that thou bringeſt forth, what might they 
ſay, Is he not flothful, is he not carcleſs,, is 
-he not without diſcretion !-O thy Thorns, 
thy Nettles, thy barren Heart, and barren 
Life, are a continual provocation to the eyes 
of his Glory, as likewiſe a diſhonour to the 
glory of his Grace. $6 $44 
Barren Fg-tree, haſt thou heard all theſe 
things? I will add. yet-one more. . 


And be came and ſought Fruit thereon. | 


-- The Queſiton is not now, What thou 
thinkeſt of thy ſelf, nor what all the People of 
God think of thee : but what thou ſhalt be 
found in that day, when. God ſhall {earch 
thy boughs for Fruit. - When Sodom was to 
be ſearched for righteous Men, God: would 
not, in that matter, trult his faithful Ser- 
vant Abrabam; but Qill as Abraban inter- 
ceded, God anſwered, If. I fixd i fifty, or 
forty and five there, '1 will not deſtroy the 
City, Gen. 18. 20, 21, 26,27. Barren 

TEE Fig-tree, 
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tree, what layelt thou ? God will come 
down to ſee, God will make ſearch for Fruit 
himſelf. ; | 

And be. Carne and ſought Fruit thereon, 
and fannd [none,” ] Then . ſaid be.. to. the 
Dreſſer of the Vineyard, Behold, theſe three 
Tears I come ſeeking Fruit on this Fi 2-rree, 
and find none ; Cut it down, why, cumbereth je 
the Ground "x 

"Theſe Wards we the effect of God's 
ſearch iato the boughs pf a barren Fig-tree 3 
He ſought Fruit, and found noney | none to 
his liking, n0ze pleaſant and good; There+ 
fore, firft, he complains of the want thereof 
to the Dreſſer, calls him. to-corge and ſee, 
and take notice of the Tree ; then lignifs- 
eth his. pleaſure, he will have it removed, 
taken away, cut down from cumbering the 
Ground. 

Obſery. The barres Fig-ayee is the Objeft 
of,God's. diſpleaſure, : God cannot A with 
a fruitleſs Profellor. A 


\ ». [ Then | faid he, &e. | 
Then, after this provocation z the, after . 
he had ſought. and found; no Fruit, ther. 
This ward Fizhen doth ſhew us a Lindof 
AB inwasd dilquietnels : as. he faith al 0 in 
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N A th anger of the Lord, and his -jea-| 
lonfie, ſhall" ſmoke ag ainſt that Min,” "and 


all the Curſes that are written in this "Bok 
ſhall tre 'upon him; and the Evrd ſhall Hot our 
his Name from unter Heaven; Dee. '2'9; 
18.19, 20. | 

Then: +Tt intimateth' that He' was => 
come 5/2 pdiat; to a'tefolution what to 
with this Fig-tree,, Then ſaid” be 1 th 
Dreſſer 'of this Vitheyata, t #t "is, "to. Jeſus 
ChnR;. Brbdl#'; as: neh4s to lay, come 
hither, brett is a Fig-tree in my Vineyard, 
here'ts a Profeſſor tn tnyChutch, - that is bar- 
ren; that beareth no Fruit; 

208/er28, However the barren Profeſſor 
Bits of” himſeM on Earth, the Lotd cries 
olit in Heaven againſt hind, Iſa. 6 8.5. Ant 
trotw po to, T will tell you "what 7 will du fo 
my Vineyard ; I will take away the hitlg 
thireof,” and it fall be eaten'up "aha 1 will 
break town the' Witt thereof, (4Y hy ſult 


trodden down. 


Behold; theft Lorte Tedii'T come Fa 
4 b/+h mat $65; #$. £1143 
| Sex i "y _Y . God oils our 
ke =o# pac 1#4d lie; thhritiforbea- 
Gantt is abriell 22 BehioN92 "theſe rhive'years 1 
Bae walteds ferborn /thele thiee years: Vhave 


defer- 
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deferred mine anger 3 Therefore 1 will ftretch ” 


out my band againſt thee, and deſtroy thee 5 
I am weary with repintingy. Jer: 15.:6c | /. 

Theſe three years.  Qblervey\ God-lay+ 
eth up all the time; I ſay, a. remembrance 
of all the time, thata barren Fig-tree, or a 
fruitleſs Profefſor mifpendeth in this World. 
As he faith alſo of Iſrael of old, Forty years 


long was I grieved with this G eneration, Pal, 


- 10," | 

Theſe thite years, &c. Mae: ain = 

Theſe three Sealons ;; Obſerv. Gad re- 
members how miny ' Seaſons thou haſt mif- 
pent : For theſe chree Years lignifie fo tnany 
Sesſons. | And whth the time of Frutit d#thb 


nigh, that is, about the Seaſon they b I 
. - Sean 


to be ripe, or that according to the 

might 1o have been. Barren Fig-tree, thou 
halt had Time, Seaſons, Sermons, Mini- 
fters; AfﬀtiQions,, Jadgments, Mercies,. and 
whac-not? and yer-baſt,gpor been frun ful: 
thou | haſt had -Awakenings,  Reproofs, 
Threathings, -Cotnforts,.;.and. yet huſk not 
been fruitful: Tho haft had Patterns; Ex- 
amples, Citations, Provocations, : «#d 
baſt net been fructful;; > Wells Godhachlaid 
up :thy threy years vithohigalclgube ver 
members #very:;T ine, hey Or apy Fury 
Serraon, rvery Yahilter; Attiftioe, Jadg} 


ment, 
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ment, Mercy, awakening Pattern, Example, 
Citation, Provocation, he-remembers al : 
As heaidof 1/rael of old, They have temp- 
read me theſe ten times, andhave not bearkgn- 
ed to wif Y orce, Numb. 14. 22. | And again, 
I remember all their Wickedneſs, Hol. 7.2. 
Theſe three Tears, &c. 
\, He ſeeks for the. Fruit of every Seaſon : He 
will not that any of his Sermons, Miniſters, 
AfiQtions, Judgments or Mercies ſhould be 
loft, or ſtand for infignificant things z. he 
will have according.to the Benefit beſtowed, 
2 Chron. 32, 24, 25. Ezck. 14.23, He hath 
not done without a Cauſe all that he hath 
done, ' and therefore he looketh for Fruit : 
Look to it, barren Fig-tree. 
_ T came [ſeeking] Frm. 
Obſerv. This word [ſeeking | lignifes 
4 narrow Search : for when a Man ſeeks for 
Fruiton a'Tree, he goes round it and round 
it; now looking into this Boagh, and then 
mtothat ; he'peeps into the mmoſt Boughs, 
and the lowermoſt Boughs, if perhaps Eruit 
may be thereon. = 
' Barren 'Fig-tree, God' will look into al 
thy Boughs,” he will be -with "thee inithy 
Bed-Friiits, thy Midnight-Frujrs, thy Cloſer» 
Fruit, coy 'Fatily-Fruits; thy- Converla- 


tlon- 
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tion-Fruits, to ſee if there be any among all 
theſe that are fit for, or worthy of the Name 
of the God of Heaven. He ſees what the 
Children of Iſrael do in the dark, Ezek.8.12. 
All things are open unto the Eyes of him with 
whom we have to do, Heb. 4. 12, 13. 


Seeking Fruit on [this | Fig-tree, 


I told you before, that he keeps in remem- 
brance the Times and Seaſons that the bar- 
ren Profeſſor had wickedly miſpent. Now, 
foraſmuch as he alſo pornteth out the Fig-tree, 
This Fig-tree ;, it ſheweth that the barren 
Profeſſor, above all Profeſſors, is'a continual 
Odtum in the Eyes of God, This Fig-tree, 
this Man Coniah, Jer. 22. 28. This People 
draw nigh to me with their Mouth, but have 
removed their Hearts far from me, God 
knows who they are among all the Tho- 


ſands of Iſrael, that are the barren, and 


fruicleſs Profeſſors 3 his Lot will fall upon 
the Head of Achan, though he be hid among 


ſix hundred thouſand Men. And he brought 


bis Houſhold, Man by an ;, and Achan the 
Son of Carmi, the Son of Zabdi, the Son of 
Zerah, of the Tribe of Judah, was taken, 
Joſh. 7. 17,18. This is the Achan, this is 
the Fig-tree, this is the barren Profeſſor, 


C ; Ther 
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There is a Mari hath an hundred Trees in 


his Vineyard, and at the Time of the Seaſon 


he walketh into his Vineyard to ſee-how-the 
Trees flouriſh : and as he goes, and views, 
and pries, and obſerves how they are hanged 
with Fruit ; behold, he comiesto one where 
he findeth nought but Leaves, Nowhe makes 
a fiand, looks upon it again and again z he 
Tooks alfo here and there, above arid below : 
and if-after all this ſeeking, be finds nothing 
Put Leaves thereon ;, then he begins to cat 
in his Mind, how he may: know this Tree 
next Year, what ſtands next it, or how far 
*cis'off the Hedg z but 'if there- be nothing 
there that may be as a Mark to' know'it by, 
then he takes his Hook, and giveth'it a pri- 
wate Mark, (And the Lord ſet a Markinpin 
:Cain, Gey. 4.) ſaying, Go thy ways, fruit- 
1e6 Fig-tree, Thou haſt ſpent this Seaſon in 
warm. 
Yet doth he not cut it down, 1 will try it 
. another Year 3 may be this was tiot-a hitting 
Seaſon. Therefore he 'corties*again nexe 
Year to ſee if now it have Fruit 3 'but as he 
found it before, ſo he finds it now, ba#ren, 
barren, every. Year barren; he lodks'again, 
Þut" finds no Fruit, Now he begins to have 
ſecond Thoughts : How ! neither ' hit laſt 
Fear, nor this. Suxely the Barrenneſs is not 
in 


— 
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in the Seaſon, ſure the Fault is in the Tree, 
However I will ſpare it this Year alſo, but 
will give it a ſecond Mark: And it may bey 
he toucherh it with a hot Iron, becauſe he be- 
gins to 'be angry. 

Well, at the third Seaſon he comes again 
for Fruit, but the third Year is like the firſt 
- and ſecond, ns Fruit yet 4 5t only eumberetl 


the Ground, What now muſt be done with || 


this Fig-tree ? Why, The Lord will lop bis 


. - Boughs with Terror ; yea, the Thickets of 


thoſe Profeſſors with Iron. I have waited, 
faith God, theſe three Tears ; Thave miſſed 
of Fruit theſe three Tears : It hath been a 
Cumber-ground theſe three Years, cnt it 
down, Precept had been upon Precept, and 
Line upon Line, one Year after another 3 
for theſe three Tears, but no Fruit can be 
ſeen 3 I find none, fetch out the Ax: I am 
{ure this is the Fig-tree, I know it from the 
hrlt Year, 'Barremeſs was-its Sign then, 
Barr:nneſs is its Sign now, wake it fit ſor 
the Fire. ' Behold, the Ax is laid to the Root 
of the Trees ;, every Tree therefore that 
bringeth mot forth good Fruit, 4s hewen down, 
"and caſt iuto the Fire, Matth. 3. 10, 
"Obſerve, my Brethren, God's Heart can- 
not. ſkand towarts a barren Fig-tree, You 
know thus it is with your felyes : If you 
Ga - have 
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have a Tree in your Orchard, or Vineyard, 
that doth only cumber the Ground, you can» 
not look upon that Tree with Pleaſure, with 
Complacency and Delight: No, if you do 
but go by it, if you do but caſt your Eye up- 
on it 3 yea, if you do but. think of that 
Tree, you threaten it in your Heart, ſaying, 
Twill hew thee down ſhortly; I will tothe Fire 
with thee ſhortly. And it is in vain for any 
to think of-per{wading of you to ſhew: Fa- 
vour to the barren Fig-tree : and if they 
ſhould perſwade, your Anſwer is irreſiſtible, 
It yields me no Profit ; it takes up room, and 
doth no good, a better may grow in its 
room : 

Cut it down. 


Thus when the Godly among the Jews 
(Fer. 14. 17.) made Prayers, that rebellious 
Iſrael might not be caft out of the Vine- 
yard, what faith the Anſwer of God if = 
I5. 1. Though Moſes and Samuel ftood be- 
fore me, yet copld not my Mind be towards 
this People ;, wherefore caſt them out of my 
Preſence, and let them go forth. 

What a Reſolution is here ? Moſes and 
Samuel could do almoſt any thing with God 
in Prayer. How many times did Moſes by 
Prayer turn away Gods Ju!gments from 
even 
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even Pharaoh bimſelf ? Yea, how .many 
times did he by Prayer preſerve 1/rael,, when 
in'the Wilderneſs, (Pal. 106. 23.) from 
the Anger and Wrath of God ? Samnxel is 
reckoned excellent this Way, yea fo excel- 
lent, that when 1ſr acl had done that fearful 
Thing, as to reje&t the Lord, and chule 
them another King, (1 Sam. 12.) he pray- 
ed, and the Lord ſpared, and forgave them. 
But yet neither 2ofes nor Samuel can ſave 4 
barren Fig-tree. No, though doſes and 
Samuel ſtood before me, that is, pleading, 
arguing, interceding, ſupplicating, and be- 
ſeeching, yet could they not jncline mine 
Heart to this People : 


Cut it down, 


. Ah, but Lord it is a-F5g-tree - a Fip-tree! 
it it was a Thory, or a Bramble, or a Thiſtle, 
the matter would not be much ; but it is a 
Fag-tree, or a Vine: Well, but mark the 
Anſwer of God, Ezek. 15.2,3. Son of Man; 
what is the Vine-tree more than any Tree, or 
than a Branch that is among the T rees of the 
Foreſt ? Shall Wood be taken thereof to do any 
Work? or will Men take a Pin thereof, to 
hang any Veſſel thereon ? If Trees that are 
ſet, or planted for Fruit, bring. not forth that 
Fruzt, there is betwixt them and the Trees - 
C 3 of 
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of the Foreſt, no Betterment at all; unleſs 
the Betterment lieth in the Trees of the 
Wood, for they are fit to build withal : but 
a Fig-tree, or a Vine, 1f. they bring not: forth | 
Fruit, yea good Frait, they are fit for no- 
thing at all, but to be cut down, and prepa- 
red for the Fire, And fo the Prophet goes on, * 
Behold, it ts caſt into the fire for fuel: if it 
ferve not for fruit, it will-ſerve for fucls, and 
ſo the fire devourcth both theiends of it,, and 
the middle of it ts burnt. 

Ay, but thele Fig-trees .and- Vines are 
Church-Members, Inhabitants of Feruſalem, 
| So westheFig-tree mentioned inthe Text ; 
| "bur what Anſwer hath: God prepared” for 
| theſe Objetions? Why, Ver. 6, 7. Thus 
faith the Lord Gdd, As the Vine-tree among 
thie Frees of the Foreſt, which 1 have givents 
the fire for fuel; ſo will I give the Inhabs- 
rants of Jeruſalem. And 1 will ſet my face 
againſt them, they ſhall go from-one fire, and: 
#nother fire ſhall devour them. | 


Cut it down, 


\. The Woman that delighteth-in her Car- 
den, if ſhe have a Slip there, ſuppoſe (it- it 
was fruitful) ſhe would not take five Pounds 
for itz Yet if it bear no fruit, if it wither, 
and dwindle, and: die, and: turn: cumbers- 
ground 
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ground only, it may not ſtand in her G arden. 
Gardens and Vineyards are Places for Fruit,. 
for Fruit according to the- Nature of the 
Plant or Flowers. Suppoſe. ſuch, a Slip as I 
told you of before, ſhould be in your Gare 
den, and there die ; would you let it abide- 
in your Garden ? No, away with it,. away 
with it, The Woman cometh- into- her 
Garden towards the Spring, where fixlt ſhe- 
gives 1t. a flight Caſt with hey Eye ;- then- 
the ſets to gxthering out the, Weeds, and 
Nettles, and Stones z takes a Beſom and- 
ſweeps' the Walks: this done, ſhe falls to- 
prying into her Herbs and Slips, to fee if 
they_ live, to ſee if; they are. likely to grow: 3 
Now, it ſhe comes to one that is dead,” that 
ſhe is contident will not grow, up ſhe pulls 
it, and makes to the Heap of Rubbiſh with 
it, where ſhe deſpiſingly caſts it down, and: 
valueth ic no more than a Nettle, or a Weed. - 
or than the Duſt. ſhe hath ſwept out-of, her- | 
Walks. Yea, if any that fee her ſhould ſay... 
Why do-you fo ? the Anſwer is ready,.* Tis: 
dead, *tis dead at root : If I had let it ſtand, . 
*would but have cumbered the Ground. The 
ſtrange Slips (and alfa the dead ones). they 
muſt be a Heap in the Day of Grief, aud of 
deſperate Sorrow, Ila. 17. 10, 11, | 


C 4 Cit 
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| Cut it down. 


There be two manner of Cuttings down : 
- Firſt; When a Man is caſt out of the 
Vineyard. | 
Secondly ;, When a Man is caſt out of the 
World. 
_ -- Firſt, When a Man is caſt oat of the 
Vineyard : And that is done two ways. 
T1. By an immediate Hand of God. 
-2, By the Churches due Execution of the 


'. LTaws and Cenſures which Chriſt for that 


Purpoſe hath left with his Church, 

Firſt, God cuts down the barren Fig-tree 
by an immediate'Hand, ſmiting his Roots, 
blaſting his Branches, and fo takes him a- 
way from among his People. Every Branch, 
faich Chriſt, that beareth not Fruit in me, he 
(my Father) raketh away, John 15. 2.. He 
taketh him out of the Church, he taketh 
him away from the Godly, There are two 
things by which God taketh the barren Pro- 
feflor from'among the Children of God. 

Firſt, Strong Deluſions. 
Secondly, Open Profaneneſs. 

Firſt, By firong Delufions, ſuch as be- 
guile the Soul with damnable Doctrines, 
that ſwerve from Faith and Godlineſs 3 1fa, 
66. 3, 4+ They have choſe their own Ways, 


ſaith 


The Barren Fig-tree. 57 


faith God, and their Soul delighteth in their 
Abominations ;. I alſo will chuſe their De- 
luſions, and will bring their Fears upon them. 
F will{mite them with Blindnefs, and Hard- 
neſs of Heart, and Failing of Eyes, and will © 
alſo ſuffer the Tempter to tempt and effect 
his helliſh Deſigns upon them; 2 Thef. 2. 
10, 11,12. God will ſend them ſtrong De- 
lufions, that they may believe a Lie ;, that 
they all may be damned who believe not the- 
Truth, but had pleaſure in Unrighteouſueſs. 
Secondly, Sometirnves God takes away: 
a barren Profeſſor by open -Profanenels. 
There is one hath taken up a Profeſſion of 
that worthy Name, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt >. 
but this Profeſſion is but a Cloak, he ſecretly 
practifeth Wickedneſs: He is a Glutton,” ar 
Drunkard, or Covetous or Unclean, Well, 
faith God, I will looſe the Reins of this Pro-- 
fcſfor, 1 will give-him up to his vile Aﬀetti- 
ons, | will looſe the Reins of his Luſts before 
him, he ſhall be entangled with his beaftly 
Luſt, he ſhall be overcome of ungodly Com-- 
pany. Thus they that turn aſide to their own 
crooked Ways ; Pal. 125. 5. The Lord ſhall 
lead them forth with the Workers of  Iniquity. 
This is God's Hand immediately'y' God is- 
now dealing with this Matyhimſelf.: Barren 
Fig-tree, hearken,. Thou axt crowded into a 
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Profeſtion,. art ot among, the Godly, and 
there art a Scandal to the Holy. and glorious 
Goſpel ; but withal ſo cunning); that like: 
tlie Sons.of Zerviah, thouart too hard for- 
the: Church ſhe knows not how to deal 
' with thee. Well, faith God, I'will deal with 
that Man my {elf ; Ezek. 14. 7,8. 1 wilt 
«n/wer that Man by my ſelf : he that ſets up- 
his. Idols in his Heart, and puts the ftum- 
bling-Block of his Iniquity. before his Face, 
and yet comes. and appears before me ; I 
will; ſet my Face againſt that Man; and will 
make. him a Sign and a Proverb; and 1 wilt 
#ut him off from the midſt: of my People 5 and. 
| ye ſball know that I anithe Lord.. | 
© But, Secondly, God doth ſometimes cut 
down the barren Fro-tree by the Church, by 
the-Churches due Execution. of the Laws 
and.Cenſuzes, which 'Chriſt for that Par-- | 
 poſchath left with his Church, This is the 
Meaning of that in-Mat: 18. .1 Cor. 5, and 
that-in..1 Tm. 1, 20. upon which now T 
ſhall not ;enlarge.. But which Way ſoever . 
God dealeth with thee, O thou barren. Fig- 
tees whether by. himfelf immediately, or : 
by his-Church;, it.:amounts to-one and-the 
ſame.-.' Forif. timely Repentance prevent 
nat, The. End: of that Sol #s Damnation. 
They arc blaſted; and withered, and he" wi 
| = _ 
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ed by Men, God's Enemies ; and at- laſt 
being calt into the Fire, barning' maſt. be 
their End. That which beareth Briars and. 
Thorns, ts nigh unto curſing, whoſe End 13.5 
be burned, Heb, 6. 8. 

And agaln, ſometimes by cut i.” dom, 
God means, caſt it out-of the World : "Thus 
he cut down Nadab and Abibu, when te 
burned them up wwth- Fire from. Heaven, 
Numb. 16, 31,32) 22 33: Thus he' ont down 
Corah, Dathan, Abiram, when he:-made - 
the Earth to-ſwallow them up, Thus he cnc” 
down Saul, 1 Sam. 31. 4. when be gave hin” 
np to fall wor the edg of his own Swords and 
aied. Thus he cat down Ananias-wit - 
ra hu Wife, when he ſtruck them down. dead * 
in the midſt of the Congregation, Adts 5; 54-. 
-10, Imighthereallo difcourſe of Abſalorr, . 
Abitophel and Judas, who were all” three - 
hanged : The firſt by God's revenging'8and, . 
the other were given up of 'Godrobe:their + 
own Executioners.. Theſe were barren and ' 
unprofitable Fig-trees,Auch as God took no + 
pleaſure in, therefore he commanded to cue * 
them down;; The Plalmilt-faith, Pfal.'58. 9; . 
He ſhall taks them away ae with 4 Whark - 
wind, both living, andin bis Wrath--. 

Binren Fig-trees hearken 3 God-calls for. 
the Ax5-his:Sword, bring it hither, here is a 4 


- 
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barren Profeſſor, Cut bim down, why cum- 
bereth be the Ground ? 


© Why cumbereth it the Ground? 


. By theſe words the Lord ſuggeſteth Rea- 
ſons: of his Diſpleaſure againſt the barren 
Fig-tree; It cumbereth the Ground, The 
Holy Ghoſt doth not only take an Argument 
from its Barrenneſs, but becauſe it is a Cum- 
;ber-ground, therefore cut it down 3 where 
Fore it muſt needs be a Provocation. 

I. Becauſe as much as in him lieth, he 
dilappointeth the Deſign of God in planting 
his Vineyard ; I looked that it ſhould bring 
forth Fruit. 

2. It hath alſo abuſed his Patience, his 
Long-ſuffering, his three Tears-P atience. 
3+ It hath alſo abuſed his Labour, his 
. Pains, his Care, and Providence of Protecti- 
en and Preſervation: for he hedges his Vine- 
yard, and walls it about. Camber-ground, all 
theſe things thou abuſeft. He waters his Vine- 
yard, and looks to it Night and Day, but all 
theſe things thou haſt abuſed, 

Farther 3 There are other Reaſons of 
God's Diſpleaſure : As, , 

Firſt, A Cumber-ground is a very Mock: - 

and Reproach to Religion, a Mock and Re- ' 


proach to the Ways of God, to the ropes of 
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God, to'the Word of Ggd, and to the Name 
of Religion, It is expected of all hands, that 
all the Trees in the Garden of . God ſhould 
be fruitful z God expeRs Fruit, the Church 
expecs Fruit, the World, even the World 
conclude that Profeſſors ſhould be fruitful in 
good Works ;, 1 ſay, the very World expect- 
eth that Profeſſors fhould be better 'than 
themſelves: But, barren Fig-tree, thou diſ- 
appointeſt all: Nay, haſt thou not learned 
the wicked ones thy Ways ? Haſt thou not 
learned them to be more wicked by thy 
Example, {but that's by the by : ) Barren 
F1g-tree, thou haſt diſappointed others, and + 
muſt be 2k rp thy ſelf. Cut it down, 
why cumbereth it the Ground ? | 
Secondly, The barren Fig-tree takes up the 
' Room where abetter Tree might ſtand ; 1 ſay, 
it takes up the Room, it keeps, fo long as 
ic ſtands where it doth, a fruictul Tree out 
of that Place, and therefore it muſt-þe:eat 
down. Barren Fig-tree, , Doſt thou (hear ? 
Becauſe the Jews Rood fruitleſs in the Vine- 
yard ;, therefore, ſaid God, Mat. 21. 33, 
41. The Kingdom of Heaven. ſhall be taken 
{rom you, and ſhall be given to a Nation that 
ball render bim their Fruits im thejr Seaſon; 
The Fews for:thcir Barrennets, were cntidown - 
20d more fruictul People put in their xoord] 
F\ 


I 
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AsSamael alſo faidto barren Savl; 1 Sam. 
15. 28. The Bord hath- rent the Kingdom” 
from thee, and bath given it to thy Neighbour 


that 35 better han thow; The unprofitatic 


Servant mwb# br caſt out, muſtbe cut down, 


Adat. 25. 27. 


Campber-ground! How many hopeful, in- 


clinable, forward People, haſt thou by 
thy fruitleſs and unprofitable Life, kept 
oat of the Vineyard of God ? for thy ſake 
. - have the People fiumbled at Religion ; 

by. thy Life- have- they been kept from the 
Eove of their own. Salvation. Thou haft 
+ been-alſo- a means. of hardening others, 
and'of quenching, and kilting weak begin- 
nings. Well barren Fig-tree ! look to thy 
felf; (thon wilt not go to Heaven thy felt, 
and. ther that would thou hindereft ;) Thou 
'- mulſtinot always cumber the Ground, nor 
 .- always hinder the Salvation of others : Thou 


ſhale be cat: down; and another ſhall be: 


Ptanted inthy room, 


Thirdly; The Cimber-gronnd is a Sucker, . 
hedraws away-the Heart and Novriſhment - 
from- the other Trees.. Were the Cumber-- 


gromd em down. the other would be more 


ground to himſctf,;: that would *make the 


other mere> hearty, and. ftuitful,”. One” Sine 
ap nv 


fruitful ; -he draws away that fatnefs of- the» 
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ner deftr mls good; Bccll 9. 18, 
The omni 'is # very Dhows:in- 

the Hive,, that eats up" the Hoy: that 


{ ſhould feed che labouring Be 3 He is: a+ | 


Thief. in the Candle, that waſte the 
Fallow, but giveth no Z:ght ;. he is the 
unſavory Salt, that" is fit! for nought-but- 
the Danglitl. Eook to it Barron Fige- 


Iree.. 


* —_— 


_= 


And be anſwering,” faid unto bim, Lord; 
let, it alone this Tear, alſo, until I ſhalt. 
dig about it, and dung-it'; and if it- 
bear Fruit, ' well and- if nor, then 
after that this ſhalt” cut" it dawy, ' ver. . 
8,9. 


"Heſs-are- the. words: of the-Drefſer- of - 
the Vineyard; who, I told you, is Jew 

ſas Chrift' (for: he made'interceflion for the - 
Tranſgreſfors:.) And they contain a Petiti-- 
on, preſenited/to-an-offended Juſtice,. pray- - 
ing. that a-. little more: Time and Patience- 
might -be:. exerciſed. towards the. barren + 
cumber-ground:F ores: 
In this Peticion-thereare Six things conſi--- 


derable;. | | 
Firf;., That Juſtice-might be deferredy, 
—_— #2: Q3 


E—_ — 
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O that Juſtice! might. be deferred. —_ 
ket-it alone, 6c. a; while longer,'. +. ,, | | 
Secondly, Here ;is Time prefixed, as a 
ſpace to' try if -more-Means will care 4 bar- 
' ren Fig-tree. Lora, let it alone this Ve ear 
alſo. 
bird The Means to help it, are pro- 
p_ until 1 ſhall dig about it; and Long 


"" Fourthhy, Here is alſo an infinuation of 
a Suppoſition, that by thus doing, God's 
expeQation may be anſwered And if it 
bear Fruit, well. 

Fifthly, Here is 'a Suppolition that + the 
barren Fig-tree may yet abide barren, when 
Chriſt hath done what be will unto-it ; and if 
it bear Fruit, &Cc. 

Sixthly, Here is at laſt a Reſolution, that 
if thou continue batren, - bewing. Days wil 
come upon thee.  Andif it bear Fruity well ; 
| a: if not then afrer that thou Foe od is 

own; - 4 1 

But to proceed on to: wy Sarmaes 

Method, by way of Expoſition, - -: / 


Lord, let it alone this Tear alſo.” 


- Here . is: aſtoniſhing, Grace: indeed, aſto- 
niſhing Grace ! I ſay, that the Long: Jeſus 
ſhould concern — with. a' barren. Fig- 


free.,, 
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iree; that he ſhould ſtep in to ſtop the blow 
froma barren Fig-tree, True, He ftopt the 
a | blow but for a time 3 But why azd he ſtop it 
67s | at all? Why did not he fetch out the Ax ? 
ar | Why did he not do Execution ? Why did not 
he cut it down ?. Barren Fig-tree / tis well for 

o-. | thee that there is a Jeſus at God?s right Hand, 
pg: | 2 Jeſus 'of that largeneſs of Bowels, as to 
: | have compaſſion for a barren Fig-tree;, elle 
of || Juſtice had never let thee alone to cumber 
I's. { the Ground as thou. haſt done. When. 1/- 
it [ral alſo had ſinned againſt God, down they 
had gone : but that Moſes ſtood in the Breach, 

he Exod. 32. 10. Let me alone, aid God to 
2n [ him, that 1 may conſume them in a moment, - 
if N and I will make of thee a great Nation, -Bar- 
ren Fig-tree, doſt thou hear? Thou knows. 

at not how oft the hand of Divine Juſtice hath 
ji Fbeen up to ſtrike, and how many years 
fince thou- hadſt been cut down, had not 
i© [Jeſus caught hold of his Father's Ax. | Let 
4 Jme alone, let me fetch my blow, or- cat it 
ex [down, = cambereth it the ground? Wilt-- 
thau not hear yet, Barren Fig-tree ? Wilt 
thou provoke . ſtill ? Thou . baſt wearied 

\ Men, and provoked the Juſtice of. God ; 
- [And wilt thou weary my God alſo ? Th. 7.13. 


Lord, let it alone this Tear, 7 


Lord, 
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Lord; a little-longer, -let*s nat loſe a Soul 
ſor. want of: means 3 I will try, 1 will. ſee if 
I-cay-make it fruitful, I wall not. beg a long 
Life, nor that: it might ſtill be barren, and 
{o provoke thee. | beg for the ſake of the 
Soul; the immort]. Soul, Lord ſpare it, one || ; 
year only, one-year longer, this year alſo; if 

' Idoany Good tto it, it will be in-little time, 
Thou-ſbalt not be-over-wearied/with wait- 
' Ing'3., 018 year, 4ndihen. 

Barren, Fig-tree,; dot. thou hear what 
ſtriving there is between the, //jne-dreſſer and, 
the Harbandnantor thy Life. Cut it dawn, 
ſays; one ;, Lord, ſpare it, faith another : | * 
*Fis 4: Gnoner: ground, ith. the, Father; 
one year: longer: prays. the Son, Let. 58. alone 
thityear: alſo, 

UOntil 1- ſhall dg about it and dung it.. 


The Lord:Jeſus by theſe words: ſuppoſeth 
ewoithings, as Cauſes of the want of, Eruit | 
it a barren Fig-tree, and two:things: he ſup- 
poſeth asa'Remedy. | 

The things: that- are a cauſe of want off 
mo YFic Barth bo kite Figan 

. i. *Tis Earth. > Lord; the Fig-tree 
. '6. Earth-bouyd. oY ; 
2, Awant of warmer Mqans, of fatter 
Means, \ 
e962. Whetrg- 
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Wherefore accordingly- he: propound- 
eth. | 

Firſt, To looſen the Earth, to dig about 
8: 

Secondly, ' Und. then to ſupply it math. 
Dung z - ta dig about. it; and dung 1t. Lord, 
let it. alone this year-alſo, untul 1 ſhall dig 
about 36, 1 doubt it. is. too; muck 'groun= 
bound 3 The: love. of 'this Worldz, and. the 
degeshfulns{s of  Ricbes,, (Luke 24.) lie too 
cloſe'to the-Roots of the Heart of. this.Pro- 
feſſor,  The-love. of. Riches,. the. love: of. 
Honours, the: love of Pleaſures, are the. 


"| Thorrs that choak. the Words 1. Joh, 2, 


15,16. for all-that. 13, in the World; the, 
Luſts.of, the Fleſh, the Luſts, of. tbe. Eyes,, 
and the Pride of Life, #re not ofthe Eathar,,. 
but ermity.to God. \How then (where. theſe. 
things - bind- up- the. Heart); can-there. be. 
Fruit brought forth to God ? Barren« Figs: 
tree, {ce how the Lord Jeſus, by theſe very 
words, ſuggeſterh the cauſe of thy ftaitleſneſs 
of\Soul;- The-chings of this: Wotld (le too 
cloſe tothy Heart ;, the Earth quinone. 1 


| have bound npthy Roots : thou art an Earthy 


bound:Soul,, thow art wrapt up in —_—_— 
If any. Min love the World, thedoveef 1 

Eather- js not'in him-: Bow then canthe be 
iraltfy} in the Vineyard? T his kept! —_ 
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from the Fruit of caring for the poor, Joh. 
12. 6. This kept Demas fron the Fruit of 
Self-denial,* 2; Tim. 4. 10.” And this kept 


' _ - FAlnanias and Saphira his Wife, from the 
| goodly Fruit of Sincerity and Truth, Afts 


5-5, 10, What ſhall I ſay, Theſe are fookſh 
and hurtful Luſts, which drown Men in 
Deſtruftion and Perdition ;, for the love” of 
Money is the root of all Evil, 1 Tim. 6: 9y 
Io. How then can good Fruit grow from 


ſuch a Root, the Root of all Evil ? Which 


while ſome covet after, they bave- erred from 


the Faith, and pierced themſelves through 


with many Sorrows. -It is an evil Root, 
nay, it'is the Root of all Evil: how-then 
can the Profeſſor that hath ſuch a Rootz i or 
a Root wrap*d* up }n ſuch earthly things, 
as the Luſts, and Pleaſures, and Vani- 
nities of this World, bring forth Fruit to 


God? 


Until I ſhall dig] aboit it. 


| 'Lord, 1 will looſe his Roots, 1 will dig 
this Earth, 1 will lay his Roots bare 3- my 
and ſhall. be upon him by Sickneſs, - by 
Diſappointments, by croſs Providences 3 I 
will dig about: him until he ſtands ſhaking 
and tottering, until he be ready-to fall; 
then, if ever, he will ſcek to take _ 
0 
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hold. Thus, 1 fay, deals the Loxd Jeſus 
oft-times with the barren Profeſſor ;; be dig- 


geth about him, he ſmiteth one blow at his 


Heart, another blow at his Luſts, a thirdat 
his Pleaſures, a fourth at his Comforts, ax- 
ther ' at his Selt-conceitedneſs 3 thus he dig- 

eth about him: Thisis the way to take bad 

arth from his Roots, and to looſen his 
Roots from the Earth. Barren Fig-tree, 
ſee here the Care, the Love, the Labour and 
Way, which the Lord Jeſus, the Dreſſer 
of the Vineyard, is fain to take with thee, 
if haply thou mayeſt be made fruitful. 


Until I ſhall dig about it, and [dung] 
it, 


As the Earth, by binding the Roots too 
cloſely, may hinder the Tree's being fruit- 
ful.3 ſo the want of better Means may be 
alſo a cauſe thereof. And this is more than 
intimated by the. Dreſſer of the Vineyard, 
until I ſhall dig aboxt it and dung it ; 1 will 
ſupply it with a more fruitful Miniſtry, with 
a warmer Word, I will give them Paſtors 
after mine own Heart, I will dung them. 
You know Dung isa'miore warm, more fat, 
more hearty, and fuccouring Matter,” than 
is commonly the place in which Trees are 
planted, Soakdatfborgs': wt by 
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bring upon 4 People. 


I-will dig 'about it, «nid dung it, 1 wil 


bring it'under an-Heart-awakning Miniſtry ; 


the Means of Grace ſhall be fat, and good, 
1 will aifo viſit it with Heatt-awakening, 
Heart-warming, Heart-encoutaging Conki- 
derations; I will apply-warm Dung to jt: 
Roots, 1will firive with him by my 'Spj- 
rit,. and give him fome taſtes of the 'Hea 
venly Gift, and the Power of .the World th 
come. I am loth to-lofe him. for want 
of digging; Lord, -let it alone this: year 
alſo, until I ſhall dig about it, and dung tt, 
; And if 'it bear Fruat, -well, | 

And if the Fruit of all my Labour:makes 
this . Fjg-tree fruitful, I ſhall -count , my 
Time, my Labour and*Meatis well beſtow- 
ed npon. it -z4. and thou alfo, O my God, 


ſhalt be. therewith "much delighted : © For 


thou- art gracions aud merciful, ard repent- 
eſt thee,of the 'Ewil which thon threatitſt to 


. 


Theſe words therefore inform us, *that i 


a barren Fig-tree, a barren Profeſſor, ſhall 
now 4t laſt bring forth to God, 'it ſhall 
well with chat ; Profefor; it Thall go we 
with. that /poor 
neſs, his former tempting of God, his abi” 
\ of God's Patience and long-ſuffering hi 


Soul. His former Barren 


miſ 
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miſpending Year after Year, ſhall now be 
y ; | all forgiven him. Yea,” God the Father; 
xd, | and our Lord Jeſus Chrift willnow paſs'by, 
p, | and forget all; and fay, Well doxe;atrhelaf. 
(G6. When I ſay to the wicked, O wicked Man, 
itt thou ſhalt ſurely die; if he then do'thatwhich 
pi- | is lawful and right, if he walks in the Sta» 
ex || tutes of Life, without committing Iniqaity, 
+00} he ſhall ſarely live, he ſhall nor die Eck; v8. 
nth 21. 'Birren Fig-tree, doſt'thow hear? The 
ar Ax is aid to thy Roots,  the' Lord Jeſus 
 . | prays God to'ſpare thee : Hath hebven-#g- 

ging about thee ? 'Hath'he been *«#nging of 

thee, Obarren Fig:tree ? now thowart:tomie 
ket] to the Point;'f thou ſhak nowbeconie good, 
mJ} if thon'ſhaltiafter a gracious manner fuckin 
w-([ the Goſpel-ditig, 'and if (thous halt brivig, 
od, forth Fruit ' urito God, -well 3 but'if not, 
For the 'Fire *ts *the-laft, -'Frait, or: the "Fire 3 
nt-f Fruit, 'or the Fire, \barten'Fip=tree. Tf is 
toll bear Fra, well. | 


And if not, then after that thou:ſhalt cut-it 
down. 


And if not, 8c. The Lord by: this 1f, 
'giveth us'toandeffiand, 'that thete'is'a Gr- 
'neration'of: Profaſibreim the World, that 
(-ate incurdbley that welt ine, - that wwoferte- 
i): pefit, © Or "be iproficed by the”? means of 


Grace ; 
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Grace: A Generation, I fay, that will re- 
tain a Profeſſion, but *will not bring forth 
fruit : - A Generation that will wear out 
the Patience of God, Time and Tide, 
Threatnings and Interceſſions, Judgments 
- Mercies ; And after all will. be unfruit- 
ul. 
O the deſperate Wickedneſs that is in thy 
Heart : Barren Profeſſor, Doſt thou hear ? 
_ . the Lord Jeſus ſtands yet in doubt abont thee ! 

There is an [; if | ttands yer 5n the way. | 
ſay, the Lord Jeſus ſtands yet in doubt about 
thee, whether at laſt thou wilt be good ; 
whether he may not labour in vain z3 whe- 
ther his digging. and danging will come 
to more than loſt Labour. Fgave ber ſpace 
ro repent, and ſhe repented not, Rev. 2. 21, 
I digged abc at it,- I dunged it; I gained 
Time aud ſapplicd it with Means 3 but [ 
laboured herein-in vain, ' and ſpent,.my 
Strength for nought and in vain. - Doſt thou 
hear, . barren Figtree ? There is yet a Que- 
wt Whether *twill be well with thy Soul at 
aſt ? 

There is nothing more exaſperating to 
the Mind of a Man, than to- find - all his 
Kindneſs and Favour lighted :- Neither 1 
the Lord Jefas fo provoked with any thing, 
as when Sinners abuſc his Means of Grace : 
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if it be barren and fruitleſs under my Go- 
ſpel z_if it turn my Grace into Wanton- 
nels 3 if after digging, and dunging, and 
waiting. it yet remain unfruitfal, I will let 
thee.cut it down. | | 

Goſpel-means applied, is the laſt Remedy 
for a barren Profeflor 3 'if the Goſpel, if the 
Grace of the Goſpel will not. do, there can 
be nothing expected, but cut it down, © Then 
after that thou ſhalt cut it down... 

O Jeruſalem, Jerulalem, thou that kalleſt ._ 
the Prophets, and toneſt them that are fent 
unto thee, how often would I have gathered 
thy Children together, as an Hen gatherath . 
ber Chickens under her Wings, an nd * would 

not? \ Therefore your Houſes are left unts"\ 
you deſolate. Matth.. 23- 371 38. Yet it. 
cannot be, but that this Lord Jeſus, who at : 
frſt did put: a ſiop to. the execution of his. - 
Father's Juſtice, becauſe he deſired to try 
more. Means with the Fig-rree - I fay, it 
cannot be, but that an Heart fo full of Come 

paſſion, 4s bs is, ſhould be touched, to bee 
hold this Profeſſor muſt now be cut down g. ' 
Luk, 19. 41, 42. And when: he: was come 
near, he beheld the City, aid wept over My 
/eying, tf thou badſt known, even thou, at 
in this thy day, ' the things that belong to 
Peace ; now they are hid from thine 
Eyes. + Afeer 
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After that,, thou ſhalt cut it down.” 


When Chrift groeth thee over, there is 10 
Taterceflor, no Mediator, mo more Sacrifice 
for Sin: all is gone but Fudgment, but the 

Ax; but a certain fearful locking for of 
. "Fudgment, and fiery Indignation, which ſhall 
__ Agverſaries, Heb. 10. 26, 27, 
20, 
Barren Fig-tree, take heed that thou 
comeſt not to 'thele laſt words, for theſe 
«Words are a grve-#up, a caſt-up, a caſt-up 
of a Caſi-away ; After that thou ſhalt cut 
it down. They are 2s much as if Chriſt had 
ſaid, Father, 1 begg'd for more t591e for this 
. barren Profeſſor; 1 begged until 1ſhowld dig 
about it, and dung it : But now, Father, 
the 19972 55:08t, the Year is ended, the Summer 
#5 ended, and no good done, I have alſo 
. tried with my Means, with the Goſpel; I 

have digged about it, I havelaid alfo the fat 

-and hearty dung, of the Goſpel to it 5 but 
aff comes to nothing. Father, I deliver up 
this Profeſſor to thee again, I have done, 1 
have dome all, I have done praying, and en- 
deavouring, 3 1 will bold the head of thine Ax 
no longer : Take him into the Hands of 
Jaftice, do Jaftice, do the Law, 1will never | 
bep for hin more. After that thoncſhalt out 
CESS ON ol 
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# down, Wo unto them when T depart from 
them, Hol. 9. 12. Now is this-Profefſor tefe | 
naked indeed, naked to God, naked to Sa- 
tan, to Sin, to the Law, to Death, to Hel, 
naked to Judgment, and to the Gripes of a 
guilty Conſcience, and to the torment -of 
that Worm that never dies, and to that 
Fire that never ſhall be quenched : Heb. 
12.25. See that ye refuſe not him that ſpeat- 
th; for if they eſcaped not, who refuſedbum 
that ſpake on Earth, much more ſhall net we 
eſcape, if we turn away from bim that ſpeak- 
e&th from Heaven. From this brief Paſs 
through this Parable, you have theierwo ge- 
neral Obſervations. v. | 

Firft, That even then when the Juſtice 
of God cries out, 1 cannot endure to wait 01 
this barren Profeſſor any longer ; then Jeſus 
Chriſt intercedes for a lirtle more Patience, 
and a little more firiving with this Profeſſor, 
if poſſible he may make him a fruitfal Pro- 
feflor: Lord, let it alone this year alſo, un- 
til I ſball dig about it, and dung it ;, and if 
it bear Fruit, well, &c. 

Secondly, There are fore Profeſſors whole 
Day of Grace will end with Cat it down, 
with ' Judgment; when Chriſt by his - 
Means hath been uſed for their Salvation. 

The Fir of theſe Obſervations I ſhall 
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pals, and not-meddle at all therewith ; But 
ſhall briefly ſpeak to the Second, to wit, 
- That there are ſome Profeſſors, whoſe Day 
of Grace- will end with Cur it down, with 
"Faudgment, when Chriſt by his Means hath 
been uſed for their Salvation. 
This the Apoſile ſheweth -in that third 
_. Chapter of his, Epiſtle to the Hebrews ; 
where he tells us that the People of the Jews, 
after a forty years Patience, and endeavour 
to do 'em good by the Means appointed for 
that purpoſe, their End was to be cut down, 
orexcluded the Land of Promiſe for their 
final Incredulity ; So we ſee they could not 
enter in, becauſe of Unbelief, Wherefore 
 Maith he, 1 was grieved with that Generati- 
9, and ſaid, they do always err in their 
Hearts, and they have xot known my Way: : 
. So I ſware in my Wrath, they ſhall not en- 
ter into my Reſt, As who ſhould ſay, 1 
would they ſhould have entred in, -and for 
that purpoſe I brought them qQur-of Egypr, 
led them through the Sea, and taught 
them in the Wilderneſs; but they did not 
anſwer my Work nor Deſigns in that mat- 
' « fer: Wherefore, they ſhall not, Iſware they _. 
ſhall not; 7 ſwore in my Wratb they ſhould 
#108 enter into my Reſt + Here is cutting down 
with Judgment, So.again, Chap. 4: - 
: - faith, 


I 
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faith, 4s I bave ſworn in my Wrath, if they 
fhall enter into my Reſt, although the Works 
were finiſhed from the Foundation of the 
World, Heb. 4+ 2, 3, 4. This word F if }. 
is the ſame with [hey ſhall not] in the 
Chapter before. 'And'where he faith, Al- 
thoughthe Works were finiſhed from the Fowun- 
dation of the World; he giveth us to uns 
derliand, that what preparations ſoever are. 
made for the Salvation of Sinners, and of 
how long, continuance ſoever they are, yet 
the God-tempting, God-provokitg, and: 
fruitleſs Profeſſor is like to go without a |. 
ſhare therein; alrhough the Works were fr- 
niſh'd from the Foundation of the World. 
Jude 5, 6. I will therefore put you in remem- 
brance, though ye once. kaew -this, how 
that the Lord having ſaved the People out 
of the Land of Egypt, afterwards deftroy- 
ed them that believed not. And the Angels 
that kept not their firſt Eſtate, but left their 
own Habit ation, he hath reſerved in ever- 
laſting Chains under Darkneſs, unto the 
Judgment of the great Day, Here is an In- 
{tance to purpoſe, . an Inftance of Men and 
Angels: Men ſaved out of the Land of E- 
£ypt, and in their Journey towards Canaan, 
. the Type cf Heaven, cut down, Angels 
created and placed in the Heavens in great" 
af, D 3 State 
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State and Principality : yet both theſe, becauſe 
 Uunkmitfyl to God in their places, were cus 
down: 4 the Men defiroyed by God, (for fo 
faith the Text) and: the Angels reſerved in - 
evtrlaſtirſg Chains. under Darkneſs, to the 
Fudo mens; vf the great Day.  * 
. Naw; in- my» handling of this Point, I 
ſhall diſcourſe of the cutting down, -or the 
Judgment here denounced,- as it reſpeeth . 
the doing,of it by God's Hand immediate- 
ly, and that too, with reſpect to his caſting 
them out of the World; and not-as it 1c-" 
itpecteth an Act of the Church, &c. And 
a3 to this cutting down, or Judgment, it 
mult he concluded, that-it carmor be before the 
Day of Grace be paſt with the Fig.tree, but 
according to:the Obſervation, T here be ſame 
Profeſſors whife Day of Grace will end with 
. Cut ir down and according to the words 
of the Text, Ther | after that") thou ſhalt cut 
it aan: After that, that is, after all my At» 
tempts-and Endeavours to make it.{ruitfu], 
aſter I-have left it, given.it over, done with 
it, ' and. have. reſolved: to beftow no- more 
Days of Grace, Opportunities of Grace, 
- nd Meaus of Grace upon it ; then, after that 
| thou ſhalt cut it down. x] 
Belices, the giving up of the Fig-tree, is 
before the Execution. Execution is not.al- 
ways 
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ways preſently on the Sentence: givey 3. for 
after that a convenient Time is tought on, 
and then is cutting down : And ſoit is hee! 
in the Text. - The Decree, that it (hall pe- 
riſh, is gathered from. its continuing fruitleſs 
all the lait Year, and at the end of all 
Endeavours : But cutting down is not yet, 
for that comes with an after-word ; Them af- 
ter that thou ſhalt cut it down. 

So then, that I may arderly proceed: with 
the Obſervation, I muſt lay down theſe two - 
Propolitiors, 

Prop. 1. That the Day of Grave ends 
with ſome Am before God takes them out of 
this World. And, | 

Prop. 2. The Death, or cutting down of. - 
ſuch Xen, will be dreadful. For this cut 3t” 
down, when it is underliood in the Jargeſt 
' ſeuſe, (as here indeed it ought) it ſheweth, 
not only the Wrath of God againſt a Marrs - 
Life in this World, but his Wrathiapaialt 
hiez Body and Soul: » and 15 as muchas to 
ſay, Cut him off from all the Privileges and 
Benefits that come by Grace, both in--this 
World, and that which is to comes 

But to proceed, The Day of Grate ends 
with ſome Men before God dhe them out of 
this Whrid, 

I ſhall give you ſome Inſtances of this, 
D 4 __ 
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and fo-go on to the_ laft Propoſition. 
Firſt, 1 ſhall inftance in Casn 3 Cain was 
a Profeſſor, (Gen. 4. 3.) a Sacrificer, a 
. - Worſhipper of God, yea the firft Worſhip- 
_ - per that we read of after the Fall z but his 
| Grapes were wild ones, Gen. 4. 5,8. his 
. Works were evil, he did not do what he did 
from true Goſpel-motives ; therefore God 
difallowed his Work. At this his Coun- 
; tenance falls: Wherefore he envies his Bro- . 
ther, diſputes him, takes his opportunity 
and kills him. Now. in the day he did this 
aQ, were the Heavens cloſed up againſt him, 
and that himſelf did ſmarting]y.and fearfully 
feel, when God made Inquiſition for the 
© Blood of Abel; And now curſed (faid God) 
"ſhale thou be from the Earth, which hath 
opened her Moth to receive” thy Brother's 
-» Blood from thy Hand, &c, Gen. 4. 8,11, 
12,13, 14, And Cain ſaid, My Puniſh- 
. nent is greater than { can bear : Mine Ini- 
guity is greater than that it may be forgiven. 
: Behold, thou haſt driven me out this Day 
from the Face of the Earth, and from thy 
Face ſhall I be-hid, Now thou art curſed, 
faith God, Thou halt driven me out this 
Day, faith Cair, and from thy Face ſhall 
- F be hid; T ſhall. never more have Hope in 
thee, Smile from thee, nor expe Mercy 
| OS at 
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at thy Hand. Thus therefore, Cain's Day 
of Grace ended, and the Heavens, with - 
God's own Heart, were ſhut up againſt him ; 
yet after this, he lived long, Gen. 4. 10. 
Cutting down was not come yet ;, after this 
he lived.to marry-a._ Wife, verſ. 17. to be- 
get a curſed Brood, to build a City, ' (and 
what not?) all which could not be quickly _ 
done-: Wherefore Cain might live after the 
Day of Grace was paſt with him, ſeveral 
hundred years, D 
Secondly, T ſhall inſtance in Jhmael, Gen. 
17. 25, 26, Iſhmael was a Profeſſor, was -- 
broughe up in Abrahams Family, and was 
circumciſed at thirteen years of Age, Gen. 16: - 
12. But he was the Son of the Bond-woman, 
he-brought not forth good Fruit, he was a 
wild Profeſſor : For' all his Religion, he 
would ſcoff at thoſe that were better than.” 
himſelf, Well, upon a day his Brother 
 Tſaac was weaned, at which time his 
Father made a E2, and” rejoiced* before 
the Lord, for that he had given him the 
-promiſed Son ; at this Iſhmael mocked them, 
their Son, and* Godly rejoicing. Then 
care -the- Spirit of God upon Sare#, 
and ſhe cried, Caſt bim out, caft out this 
Rond-woman- and her Son, for the Son of 
this Bond-woman ſhalt not be Heir with © 
| D 5 my: 
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and fo-go on to the_ laſt Propoſition. 
Firft, 1 ſhall inftance in Casn 3 C ain was 
a Profeſſor, (Gen. 4. 3.) a Sacrificer, a 
: - Worlhipper of God, yea the firft Worſhip- 
 - per that we read of after the Fall ; but his 
| Grapes were wild ones, Ger. 4. 5,8. his 
. Works were evil, he did not do what he did 
from true Goſpel-motives; therefore God 
diſallowed his Work. At this his Coun- 
; tenance falls; Wherefore he envies his Bro-. . 
. © ther, diſputes him, takes his opportunity 
and-kills him. Now. in the day he did this 
© ac, were the Heavens elofed up againfi him, 
and that himſelf did ſmarting]y-and fearfully 
feel, when God made Inquiſition for the 
© Blood of Abel ; And now curſed (faid God) 
"ſhalt thou be from the Earth, which hath 
opened her Moith to receive” thy Brother's 
» Blood from thy Hand, &c, Gen. 4. 8,11, 
12, 13, 14, And Cain ſaid, My Puniſh- 
ment is greater than { can bear : Mine Ini- 
 quity is greater than that it may be forgiven. 
' Behold, thou haſt driven me out this Day 
from the Face of the Earth, and from thy 
Face ſhall I be hid, Now thou art curſed, 
faith God, Thou halt driven me out this 
Day, faith Cair, and'from thy Face ſhall 
- Fbe hid; T ſhall. never more have Hope in 
thee, Smile from thee, nor expe Mercy 
| | at 
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at thy Hand. Thus therefore, Cain's Day 
of Grace. ended, and the Heavens, with - 
God's own Heart, were ſhut up againſt him 3 
yet after this, he lived long, Gen. 4. 10. 
Cutting down was not come yet ; after this 
he lived-to marry-a. Wife,  verſ. 17. to be- 
get a curſed Brood, to build a City, ' (and 
what not?) all which could not be quickly _ 
done-: Wherefore Cain might live after the 
Day of Grace was paſt with him, ſeveral 
hundred years, af 
Secondly, I ſhall inſtance in Jhmael, Gen. 
17. 25,26, Iſhmael was a Profeſſor, was -- 
brought up in Abraham's Family, and was 

circumciſed at thirteen years of Age, Gen. 16,- 
12. But he was the Son of the Bond-woman, 
he-brought not forth good Fruit, he was a 
wild Profeſſor : For' all his Religion, he 
would ſcofF at thoſe that were better than. 
himſelf, Well, upon a day his Brother 
 Tſaac was weaned, at which time his 
Father made a See and' rejoiced” before 
the Lord, for that he had yiven him the 
promiſed Son ; at this Iſhmael mocked them, 
their Son, and* Godly rejoicing. Then 
cate -the- Spirit of God uponr Sare#, 
and "ſhe cried, Caſt bin out, caft out this 
Rond-woman- and her Son ;, for the Son of 
thir Bond-woman ſhalt nos be Heir with» 
| WA. 0 
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. ny, Son, with Haac, Gen, 21. 9, 10, 11, 
Now P2wl to the Galatians, (Ohap. 4. 29, 
30, 31-) makes this caſting out to be, not 
only a caſting out of Abrabaws Family, 
but. a caſting out allo. from a Lot with the 
Sams in. Heauen, Alſo Maſes giveth us a 
Rotable proof thereof, inſaying, that when 
| he died, he. was gathered to his People, 
Gen,'25. 17. bis People by his Mother's 
fide, for he-was reckoned from her, the 
| Son of Hagar, the Son of the Bond-wo- 
man, Now the wasdeſcended from the Egyp- 
. tzans, Gen 21. g. $0. that he was gather- 
ed when he died, notwithRanding his Pro- 


Hoſt were gathered. to, who were drowned 
in the Red Sea;; theſe were his People, and 
he was of: them, both, by Nature and Diſ- 

- poſition, by perſecuting as they. did. But 
now,. When did the Day of Grace end with 
this Man ? Obſerve, and I will ſhew-you-: 
Iſhmael was thinteen years old when he was 

. circumciſed; and then was' Abraham ninety 

8 old. and. zine, - Gen. 17. 244.25, 26. 
The next year 1/zac was born. - So that 1ſb- 
anael was now fourteen Years of Age. Now 

' when Iſaac was weaned, (ſuppoſe heſuck'd 
fqur Years) by that-account, The. Day. of 

| Grace.miſt be ended. with Uhmae), by that 


1208: 


fefFion,, to the place that Pharaoh and his © Þ| 
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t3me he was eighteen years old, Ce Ag, I2, + 
- &c. Fox that day he mocked, that day it , 
was faid, Caſt him out ;, and of that caſting . 
out the Apoſtle makes what I have aid. - 
Beware ye young. barren: Profeſſors. . Now 
Iſhmael lived an hundred and nineteen years * 
- after, this, in great Tranquillity and Honour® 
with'Men : After this he allo begat twelve © 
Princes, even. after his Day of Grace-was '- 
palt, | 
Thirdly, V ſhall inftance -Eſau,, Gen; 25;- 
27, &s, Eſauallo was a Profeſſor, he was 
born unto Iſxac, and-circumciled. according, + 
to the Cuſtom : But Eſaz was a gamelom + 
Profeſſor, an Huntſman, a Man of-che Fietd:; © 
alſo hewas wedded to: his Lufſts,, which: he © 
did alſo venture to keep, rather than” the” 
Birth-right. ' Well, upon a day when. he 
came from hunting, and was faiur,. he fold - 
his Birth-right to Facob-his Brother, Now + 
the Birth-right, in-thoſe days, had the Pro- - 
miſe and/Bleflingamnexed to it. , Yea, they 
. were ſo entailed in .this, that the one could - 
ngt go- without the other; wherefore the” 
Apolile's Caution is here of weight, Heb.*- 
12, 16,17. Take heed, faith he, leſt there © 
be among you a Fornicator,'or profane Perſon ' 
as Eſau, who for one morſel of Meat ſold” 
Birth-riaht : for ve know how that hr" Y 
| when - 
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when he would bave inherited the Bliſſing, 
be was rejetied; for he found no place of Re- 
pe utance, though he ſought it carefully with 
\ Tears, Now the ending of Eſau's Day 
of Grace is to be reckoned from his ſelling 
of his Birth-right : For there the Apolile 
—_ it, leſt there be among you any, that 
ike Eſas, fells :his Birth-right 5 for then 
goes, hence the Bleſling allo. 
- | ©'But Eſa ſold his Birth-right long before 
his Death. Twenty Years after this, Facob 
was with Laban, (Gen. 31. 41. and 32. 6.) 
and when he returned: home, his Brother 
Eſau met him. Further, after this. when 
ſoceb dwelt again ſome time with his Fa- 
| , then Facoband Eſau buried him, I 
ſuppoſe (Ger. 35. 28, 29.) he might live 
above -forty, yea for ought I know above. 
Forrſcore years after he had fold his Birth- 
ripht, and: ſo conſequently. had put himſelf 
vut of the Grace of God, 
_ Three things 1 would further note upon 
theſe three Profeſſors, _ 

Firft, Cain anangry Profeſſor, 1ſhmael a 
mocking one, Eſai a laſtſul, gameſome 
one : Three Symptoms of a-barren Profeflor. 
For he- that can-be 2ngry, and that cau 
- mock, anÞthat caii indulge his Luſts, can= 
; not bring forth Fruit to God, 
34 P64 Secondly, 
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Secondly, The Day. of Grace ended with 
theſe Profeſſors at that time when they 
committed ſome. grievous Sin; as Cain, 
when he killed his Brother 3 1ſbmael, when 
he mocked at Iſaac, &c. and Eſau, when 
out of love to inis Luſis, he deſpiſed; and 
ſold his Birth-right. Beware, barrcn Pro- 
ſeſlor 3 Thow mayſt do that in half a quar- - 
ter of an hour, from the Evil of which thou + 
mayſt net be delivered for ever andever. 
Thirdly, Yet theſe three, after their Day 
' of Grace was over, lived better Lives as to. 
outward things, than ever they did before, 
Cain, after this, was Lord of a City, Gen. 
4. 17. Iſhmael was afer- this, Father' of 
rwelve Princes, Gen, 25. 16. and Eſau, af- 
ter this, told his Brother, 7 have enough, my 
Brother, kgep that theu haſt to thy ſelf, 
Chap. 33-8, 9. Eaſe, and Peace, and a 
proſperous Lite in Outwards, are. naſign of 
the Favour of -God to a barren.and fruitleſs 
Profefſor > but zather of his Wrath, that” 
thereby he may be capable. to treaſure up 
more Wrath, againſt the Day of Wrath, aud 
Revelation of the righteous Fudgment of God. 
Let thus much ſerve for the proof of the 
firſt Propolition,, namely, That the Day of 
Grace ends with fome Men, before God takes 
them.out of this Wer Ids. - | 
CI | Now. 
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 Now-then to ſhew you, by ſome Signs» 
how you may know that the Day of Grace 
is ended, «or near to ending with the barren 
Profeſſor z - And after that thou ſhalt cut it 
LY 
Firſs ; He that hath ftood it out againſ 
God, and withſtood all-thoſe Means for 
Fruit, that God uſed for the making of him. 
(if it might have been) a. fruitful Tree in - 
; his Garden, is in this danger ; and this in- 
deed is the S#m of the Parable, The Fig- 
tree herg mentioned, was blefſed with the 
Application of Means, had time allowed it 
to 'receive the Nouriſhment ; but it out- 
. ſtood,. withſtood, overfiood All, All that 
the Husband-man or the Vine-dreffer did. 


Signs of being paſt Grace. 

+. But a little diftin&ly to particularize it 
four or five Particulars. | 
Firſt Sign. The Day of Grace is like to 
be paſt, when a Profefſor hath withſtood, 
abuſed, and worn out God's Patience 5 then 
he is in danger, this'is a Provocation 3 then 
God cries, Cut it down, There are ſome 
. Men that fteal.into a Profeſlion, © 220 body 
knows how ;, even as this Fig-tree was 
brought into the Vineyard, by other Hands - 
than God?s z, and there- they abide lifeleſs, 


+ Bracee 
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gracele(s, careleſs, and without any good Cone 
ſcience to God at all. Perhaps they came in 
for the Loaves, tor a Trade, for Credit, for. 
a Blind ; or it -may be to ſtifle and choak 
the Checks, and grinding Pangs of an awa- 
kened and difſquieted Conſcience. Now 
having obtain' 4 their purpoſe, like the Sin- 
ers of Sion, they are at eaſe, and ſecure; 
. ſaying, like Agag, 1 Sam. 15. 32. Surely. 
the bitterneſs of Deathb-is paſt ;, 1 am well, 
ſhall be ſaved, and go to Heaven : Thus i in 
theſe vain Conceits it ſpends a Tear, two or 
three; not remembring that at every Sea- 
ſon of Grace, and at every Opportunity of 
the Goſpel, the Lord comes ſeeking Fruit. 
Well, Sinner, well barren Fig-tree, this-is 
but a coarſe beginning : God comes for 
Fruit, What have I here, faith God ? 
What a Figtree is this, that hath-ſtood this 

* year in my Vineyard, and brought me forth 
no.Fruit ? I will cry unto him, Profeſſor !- 
barren Fig-tree, ' be fruitful! I} look for 
Fruit, I expe&.Fruit, I muſt have Fruit, 
therefore bethink thy ſelf. At.theſe the Pro» 
feflor pauſes.; but theſe are Words, not 
Blows, therefore off goes this Conſideration - 
from the Heart, When God'-comes the 
next Year, he finds him till as he was, a 


aig; fruidies Cumber-ground. And now 4 
; again, | 
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again he complains, here are two Fears gone, 
and no Fruit appears : Well, I wili defer 
mine Anger for my Name fake 5.. ſa. 48.9. 
- J will defer mine Anger for my Praiſe, I will 
refrain from thee, that I cut thee-not off (as 
yet.) Iwill wait, | will yet wait to be gra- 
cious. But this helps not, this hath not the 


- Jeaft Influence upon the barren F ig-tree ; 


Th, faith he, here is no Threatning : God 
& merciful, he will defer his Anger, 1/a. 30. 


18, He waits to be gracious: 1 am not yet . 


afraid. O how do ungodly Men, that crept 
unawares-nto the Vineyard, turn the Grace 
of our God. into Laſciviouſneſs . / Well, he 
comes the third Year for Fruit. as he did be- 
fore, but {till he tinds but @ barren Fig-tree : 

Io Frait : Now he cries out again, O thou 


Dreſſer of my Vineyard, come hither, here's - 


a Fig-tree hath ſtood theſe three Years in 
my Vineyard, and hath at every Seaſon diſ- 
appointed my Expectation, for I have look- 
ed for Fruit in vain; Cut it down, 'my Pa- 
tience 15 worw out, / fral wait 01 this Fig- 
tree no longer. 

2. And now he begins to ſhake the Fig- 
tree with his Threatnings ;. fetch out the 
Ax. Now the Ax is Death, | Death there- 
| fore is called for; Death, come: {mite me 
this Ei gk. And. withal the: Lord ſhakes 


this 
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this Sinner, and whirls him upon a Sick-. 
bed, ſaying, Take him Death, he hath abu- ' 
ſed my Patience and Forbearance, 'not re- 
membring, that it ſhould have led him to 
Repentance,and to the Fruits thereof, Death, 
j ferch away this Fig-tree to the Fire, fetch 
| this barren Profeſſor to Hell. Arthis, Death 
comes with grim Looks into the Chainber 
ye2, and Hell follows with him to the Bed. - 
fide, and both. ſiare this: Profeffor in the 
Face, yea begin-to lay hands upon him 
cne {miting him with Pains in his Bcdy, 
with Head-ach, Heart ach, Back-ach, Short. 
neſs of Breath, Fainting, Qualms, trem- 
bling of Joints, ſtopping at the Cheſt, and 
| almoſt all the Symptoms of a Man paſt all 
recovery, | Now: while Death is thus tor- 
menting the Body, Hell is doing with the 
Mind and Confgience,: ſiriking them with 
its Pains, caſting Sparks of Fare in thicher, 
wounding with Sorrows and Fears'of ever- 
latting Damnation, the Spirit of this poor 
Creature : And now he begins to bethink 
himſelf, and to cry to God for Mercy Lord, . 
fpare me, Lord, ſpare me. Nay, faith God, 

you have been a Provocation:to me theſe 
three Years, How many times have you dif- 
appointed me ? How many Seaſons have 


you ſpent in vain? How-many Sermons and +. 
_ Otiter 
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other Mercies did I of my Patience afford | | 
you? but to no purpoſe. at all; Take him} 
' Death. O good Lord, faith the Sinner, 
:ſpare me but this once ; raiſe me but this 
once. Indeed I have been a barren Profeſ(- 
ſor, and have ſtood to no purpoſe at all in 
thy Vineyard : But ſpare ! O ſpare this exe 
tome, | beſeech thee, and I will be better. 
Amway, away, you will not : I have tried you 
theſe three Years already, you are naught; 
if I ſhould recover you again, you would be 
as bad as you was before (and all this 
Talk-is while Death flands by.) The Sin- 
ner cries again, good Lord, try me this once, 
let me. get up again this once, and ſee if 1 do 
not mend., But will you promiſe me to 
mend? Yes indeed, Loxd, and vow it too; 
I wilt never be ſo bad again, { will be bee- 
., ter. Wall, faith God, Death, let this Pro- 
feſfor alone For this time, I will try him a 
while longer, he hath: promiſed, he hath 
vowed that he will amend his Ways: It 
may be he will mind to keep his Promiles, 
Kows are ſolemn things, it may be he may 
fear to break, bis Vows : Ariſe from off thy 
Bed; And now God lays down his Ax. At 
this the poor Creature is very: thankful, 
praiſes God, and fawns upon him ; ſhews 
' as if he did it heaxtily, and calls to others 
| | t0 
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to thank him too. He therefore riſeth, as 
nf one would think, to be a new Creature in- 
er, | deed, But by that time he hath put on his 
his | Clothes,-is come down from his Bed, and 
el-F ventured into the Yard, or Shop, and. there: 
nf ſees how all things are gone to S5#es and 
one | Sevens, he begins to have ſecond Thoughts 3 - 


er. and fays to his Folks, What have you all . | 


ouf been doing? How are all things out of or- 
Ui der? Iam I cannot tell what behind-hand ; 
be} one may ſee if a Man be'but a little a to- 
Nis lide, that you have neither Wiſdom, nor 
In-$ Prudence. to order things, And now, in» 
ce, | ſiead of ſeeking to ſpend the reſt of his time 
do to God, he donbleth his Diligence after this 
tof World: Alas, all muſt not be loſt, 'we muſt 
0] bave provedemt care. And thus quite for- 
et- | getting the Sorrows of Death,. the Pains'of 
'O-$ Hel), the Promiſes and Vows which he made 
1 4] to God to be better z Becanſe Judgment 
th] as rot (now) ſpeeauly executed, therefore 
Ith the Heart of this poor Creature is fully fet in 
Sf him to de evil. 

Jay 3« Theſe things proving ineffectual, God 
by} takes bold'of bis Ax again, ſends Death to a 
At Wife, toa Child, to his Cattel, (Tour young 
ul. Men bave I ſlain, and taken away 
Horſes, Amos, 4. 9, 10.) 1 will blaſt him, | 
croſs him, difappoint bim, and caſt hiny 
down ; 


| * they were reſolved to be godly indced, 
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' down; and will ſet my (cif againſt him,m all 


that he putteth his Hand unto. At this the 
poor barren Profeſſor cries out again, Lord, 
I - have ſinned, ſpare me once-more, I be- 
ſeech thee. O take not away the Deſire. of 
mine Eyes, ſpare my Children, bleſs me in 
my_Labours, and I will mend and be better! 


" No, faith God, you lied to me laſt time, | 


will craft you # this no longer 3 and with- 


al, tumbles the Wife, the Child, the Eſtate, 


into a Grave, And then returns to his 

place, till this Profeflor more unteignedly 

acinowledgeth his Offence, Hoſ.5.14,1 5. 
At this the poor Creature is afflited and 


_ diftrefled, rends his Clothes, and begins 


to call the breaking of his Promiſe and Vows 
to, mind; he mourns and prays, and like 
Abab, a while walks. ſoftly; at the remem- 
brance of the Juſineſs of the Hand of God 


- upon him. And now he renews'his Pro- 


miſes, Lord, try me this one time more, take 
off thy Hand and ſce ; They go far that ne- 
ver turn. Well, God ſpareth him again, 
ſets down his Ax again : Many times he did 
deliver them, but they provoked him with 
their Counſels, and were brought low for 
their Intquitres, Pal. 106. 43. Now they 
ſeem to be thankful again, and are as if 
Now 


they. 
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they Read, they.Pray, they go to Meetings, 

and ſcem to.be {erious a pretty while, but at 

laſt they forget. Their Laſts prick them, 

d, [{utable Temprations preſent themſelves ; 

X*- | wherefore they turn to their own crooked 

of | Ways again. PC. 78. 34, 36; When be ſlew. 

n | them, then they ſought, bim, ' and returned. 

1! f early after God: nevertheleſs they did. flat-.. - * 

1h ter bim with their Mouth, and lied unto bim 

i= | with their Tongue, 

©, | 4. Yet again, the Lord will not == this 

VS | Profeflor, but takes up his Ax-again, and 

ly Þ puts him under a more heart-ſearching Mi- 
viſtry, a Miniſtry that ſhall ſearch him, and 

ad | turn him over and over; a Miniſtry that 

nS | ſhall meet with him, as Elijah met with 

VS | Abab, in all his AQs of Wickedneſs, (and 

ke | now the Ax is laid to the Roots of the Trees.) 

N- | Belides, this Miniſtry doth not only ſearch. 

dd | the Heart, but preſents the Sinner with the, | 

> | golden Rays of the glorious Goſpel : Now 55 

Ke Chri Teſus ſet forth: evidently, now is 

e- | Gracediſplayed ſweetly 3 now, now are the 

n, | Promiſes broken like Boxes of Ointment to 

i | the perfuming of the whole Room. | But, 

th | alas, there is yet no Fruit on this Fig-tree. 

Yr | While his Heart is ſearching, he wrangles 3 

while the glorious Grace of the Golpel is 

unvailing, this Profeſſor wags and is wan- 


ton, 
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ton, gathers up ſome ſcraps thereof, taſtes 


' the good Word of God, and the Powers of 


the World to come, Heb. 6. 5. drinks mn 
the Rain that comes oft upon him, ver. 7. 
But bringeth not forth Fruit meet for him 
 mhoſe Goſpel 't is ; ver. 8. takes no heed to 
walk 4n the Law of the Lord God of Iſrael 
with all his Heart, 2 King. 10. 31, but 
counts that the Glory of the.Goſpel conliſts 


in talk and ſhew, and that our Obedience 


thereto is a matter of Speculation z that 


good Works lie in 'good Words; and if | 


they can finely talk, they think they brave- 
ly pleaſe God. | They think the Kingdom 
of God confiſts only in Word, not in Pow- 
er: and thus proves ineffectual this forrth 
Means alſo. 

. Well, now the Ax begins tobe heay- 
ed fipher, for now indeed God is ready 
to-ſmite the Sinner yet before he will 
ſtrike the ſiroak, he will try one way more 
at the laſt 3 and if that miffeth, down goes 
the Fig-tree. Now this laſt way is to rug 
and ſtrive with tbis Profeſſor by his Spirit, 
Wherefore the. Spirit of the Lord is now 
come to him, but not always to frive with 
Man, Gen. 6.8. yet for forme white he 
will ſtrive with him, he will awaken, he 
. Will convince, he will call to remembrance 

= LY former 


— . 
— , 
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former Sins, former Judgments, the breach 
of former Vows and Promiſes, the miſpend- 
ing of former Daysz he will alſo preſent 
perſwalive Arguments, encouraging Promi- 
les, dreadful Judgments, the ſhortneſs of 
time to repent in, and that there is hope if 
he come. - Further, he will ſhew him the 
certainty of Death, and Judgment to 
come z yea, he will pull and ftrive with this 


Sinner. But, behold, the miſchief now lies - 


here, here is tugging and ſiriving on both 


| lides. The Spirit convinces, the Man turns 


a deaf Ear to God : the Spirit faith, Re- 
ceive my InſtruQion and live; but the fan 
pulls away his Shoulder : the Spirze ſhews 
him whither he is going, but the Han clo- 
ſeth his Eyes againſt it ; the Spirit offereth 


violence, the Man ſtrives and reſiſts : They 
have done deſpite unto the Spirit of Grace, 
Heb. To. 29. The Spirit  parlieth a ſecond 
time, and urgeth Reaſons ofa new Nature 3 
but the Sinner anſwers, No, 1 bave loved 
ſtrangers, and after them will I go. Atthis 
God's Fury comes up into his Face, now 
he cames out-of his holy Place, and. is ter- 
rible: now He ſweareth in his Wrath, they 
ſhall never enter into his Reft ;; | exerciſed to- 
wards you my Patience, and {moteyou .in 


your Pexfon,Relations and Eftate,yet you have 
Fx : not 
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not turned 'unto me, faith the Lord,  7n thy 
 flthineſs is lewdneſs ;, becauſe I have purged 
thee, and thou waſt nat purged, thou ſhalt not 
be purged from thy filthineſs any more, till 
I cauſe my Fury to reſt; upon thee, Ezek. 24. 
13. Cut i& down, why cumbers it the ground? 


The Second Si7n, That ſuch a Profeſſor 
is almoli (if not quite) paſt Grace, is, 
when God hath given him over, or lets him 
| alone, and ſuffers him to do any thing, and 
that without controul, helpeth him not ei- 
ther. in Works of Holineſs, or in Straits 
and D.thculties. Ephraim is joined to Iaols, 
let bim alone, - Hoſ.4. 17. Wo be to them 
- when Þ depart from them, 1 will laugh at 
their Calamities, and will mock when. their 
Fear cometh, Prov. 24 — 28. 

Barren Fig-tree, . thou haſt heretofore 
been digged about and dunged, God's Mat- 
- tock hath heretofore been at thy-roots, Go- 
{pel-dung hath heretofore bcen applied to. 
thee ; thou haſt heretofore been ſtrove with, 
convinced, awakened, made to taſte and 
ſee, and cry, O the Bleſſedveſs ! Thou haſt 
heretofore been met. with wider the Word ; 
thy: Heart hath melted, thy Spirit hath fal- 
len, thy Soul hath trembled, and thou haſt 
 - felt fomething of the Power of the Goſpel. 

450 | But 
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But thou haſt ſinned, thou halt. provoked 
the Eyes of his Glory, thy Iniquity is found 
to be hateful ; and now perhaps God hath 
left thee, given thee up, and lets thee alone. 

Heretofore thou waſt tender, thy Con- 
ſcience ſtartled at the Temptation to Wicked- 
neſs ; for thou were taken off from the pol- 
lations of the World, through the knowleds 
of our Lord and Saviour Teſrs Chriſt, 2 Per. 
2, 20, 21, 22, but that very Yomit that once 
thou wert turned from, now thou lappeſt up 
(withthe Dog in the Proverb) again ; and 
that very re that once thou ſeemedſt to 
to be waſhed from, ehow now art tumbling 
in afreſh, But to particularize, there are 
three Signs of a Maw's being given over of 
God. 

1. When he is let alone in Sinning, when 
the reins of bis Luſts are looſed, and he gi- 
ven up to them. And even as they did not 
like to retain God in their knowledg, God 
gave them over to a reprobate Mind, to do 
thoſe things which are not convenient ;, being 
filed with all Unrighteouſneſs, Rom. 1. 28, 
29, © Seeſt thou a Man that heretofore had the 
knowledg of God, and ſome awe of Maje- 
ſy upon him ; I ſay, feſt thou ſuchan one, 
ſporting himſelf in his own Decervings, Rom. 
I, 30, 31, turning the Grace of our God 

E {ato 
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into Lafciviouſneſs; and walking after his 
own ungodly Luſts ? his Judgment now 


of a long time lingereth not, and his Dam- 


nation ſlumbereth not, 2 Pet. 2. 13. Doſt 
thou hear, barren Profeſſor ? It is aſtoniſhing 
to ſee, how thoſe that once ſeemed Sons of 
the Morning, and were making Preparations 
for Eternal Life, now at laft (for the rot- 
tenneſs of their Hearts, by the juſt Judgment 
of God) permitted, being paſi feeling, to 
give themſelves over unto Laſciviouſnels, 
#0 work all Uncleanneſs with greedineſs, Eph. 
4. 18, 19. A great number of ſuch were in 
_ the firſt Goſpel-days3 againſt whom Peter, 
and Jude, and Fohx pronounced the heavy 


Judgment of God. Peter and Jude cou- 


ple them with the fallen Angels, 2 Pet. 2. 


3444 5» 6,7. and Prayer is forbid tobe made 


For them, becauſe that is hapned to them 


that hapned to the Angels that fell, Jude v. FJ 


6, Who for forſaking their firſt State, and 
leaving | adgony Sopragh reſerved 
3n Chagns under everlaſſing Darkneſs, unto 
the Tudgment of the great Day. 

1. Theſe are beyond all Mercy. 2. They 
are beyond all Promiſes. 3. Beyond all 
hopes of Repentance. 4. They have no In- 
© Terceſſor, nor any more ſhare in a Sacrifice 

' for Sin, 5. There zemains nothing but a 
| fearful 
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featfnl. looking for of Judgment. Where- 
fore, 6. They are the true Fugitives and 
Vagabonds, that being left of - God, of 
Chriſt, of Grace, and of the Promiſe, and 
being beyond all hope, wander and ſtraggle 
to and fro, even as the Devil their Aﬀeoclate, 
until their time ſhall come to die, or until 
they deſcend into Battel and periſh, 

2. Wherefore they are tet alone in heat- 
ing, If theſe at any time core under the 

ord, there is for thern #e God, no fayour- 
of the means of Grace, #0 ſtirrings of Heart, 
10 pity for themſelves, no love to their own 
Salvation. Let them Jook on this hand or 
that, there they ſee ſuch effes of the 
Word in others as produce Signs of Reperi- 
tance, and Love, to God and his Chrift, 
Theſe Men only have their backs bowed down 
alway, Rom. 11. 10, Theſe Men only have 
the ſpirit of Slumbtr, Eyes that they ſhould 
n10t he and Ear; that they ſhould not heav 
£0 this very day. Wherefore as they go to the - 
place of the Holy ; So they. come from the . 
Place of the Holy, and ſoon are forgotten in 
the places where they fo did, Eccl. 8. 10. Ons 
ly they reap this Damage, They treaſure up 
Wrath againſt the day of Wrath, and reve= 
lation of the righteous Fudgement of God, 
Rom..2. 3, 4, 5- Look to it, barren Pro- 
feſſor. | E 2 3+ If 
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3. If he be viſited after the common way 


of Mankind, either with Sickneſs, Diſtreſs, 
or any kind of Calamity, till no God ap- 
pears, no ſanQtifying Hand of God, no ſpe- 


clal Mercy is mixed with the AfMiction.. 


But he falls ſick, and grows well, hike the 
Beaſt; or is under diſtreſs, as Saul, who 
when he was engaged by the Philiſtines, 
was forſaken and left of God ; 1 Sam. 28. 
4, 5» 6. And the Philiſtines gathered them- 
ſelvis together, and came and pitched in Shu- 
nem ; ad Saul gathered all Iſrael together, 
and they came and pitched at Gilboa : And 
when Saul ſaw the Hoſt of the Philiſtines, he 
was afraid, and his Heart greatly trembled. 
"And when Saul enquired of the Lord, the 
Lord anſwered him no more, neither by 
"Dream, nor by Urim, nor by Prophets, The 
Lord anſwered him no more, he had done 
with him, caſt him off, and rejected him, 
and left him to fiand and fall with his Sins 
by himſelf. But of this more in the Conclu- 
fon, therefore I here forbear. 
4. Theſe Men may go whither they will, 
do what they will ; they may range from 
Opinion to Opinion, from Notion to No- 
tion, from SefF to Se, but are ſtedfaſt no 
where, they are left to their own Uncertain- 
ties: they have not Grace to eſtabliſh their 
| Hearts ; 
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Hearts 3 and tho ſome of them have boaſted' 
themſelves of this Liberty, yet Jade calls 
them wandering Stars, to whom is reſerved 
the blackneſs of Darkneſs for ever, ver. 13. 
They are left, as 1 ſaid, to be Fugitives and 
Vagabonds in the Earth, to wander every 
vhere, but to abide no where, - until they 
(hall deſcend to their own place, (AQts 1. 5.) 
with Cain and Jadas, Men of the ſame Fate 
with themſelyes. ' 


A Third Sign that ſuch a Profeſſor is quite 
paſt Grace, is, When his Heart is grown fo 
hard, fo ftony and impenetrable, that- no- 
thing will pierce it. Barren Fig-tree, doſt 
thox confider ? A hard and impenitent Heart 
is the Curſe of God. A Heart that cannot 
repent, is inſtead of all Plagues at once: And 
hence it is that God ſaid of Pharaoh, Exod. 
9. 14, when he ſpake of delivering him up 
in the grcatneſs of his Anger, I will at this 
time ſend all my Plagues upon thy Heart. 

To ſome Men that have gricvouſly finned 
under a Profeſſion of the Goſpel, God gi- 
veth this Token of his Diſpleaſure, they are . 
denied the Power of Repentance, their 
Heart is bound, they cannot repent : ' It is 
impoſſible that they ſhonld ever repent; 
ſhould they live a thouſand Years ; It is im= 

| E 3 poſſible 
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poſſible for thoſe Fall-a-ways to be renewed 
= unts Repentance, ſeeing they crucify to 
themſelves the Son of God afreſh, and put 
bim to open ſhame, Heb. 6. 4, 5, 6, Now to 
have the Heart fo hardned, /o judicially bard- 
wed, 15 352 bar put in by God againſt the Sal- 
vation of this Sinner. This was the bur- 
den of Spira's Complaint, 1 cannet doit; 
© now I cannot db it. 

This Man ſees what he hath done, what 
ſhould help him, and what will become of 
him, yet he cannot repent 3 he pulled away 
his Shoulder before, he ſtopped his Ears be- 
fore, he ſhut up his \Eyes before, and in 
that very. Poſture God left him, and fo he 
ftands to this very Day. I have fancied that 
LTar's Wite, when turned into a Pillar of 
Salt, (Gen. 19. 26.) ſtood yet looking over 
her Shoulder, or elſe with her Face towards 
Sodom ;, as the Judgment caught her, ſo it 
bound her, and left her a Monument of 
God's Anger to after-Generations. 

We read of ſome that are ſeared with an 
het Iron, and that are paſt feeling ;, for 1g 
ſeared Perſons, in ſeared Parts are. Their 
Conſcience is ſeared, 1 Tim, 4. 2. The Con- 
{cience is. the thing that mult be touched 
with Feeling, Fear and Remorſe, if ever any 
good be done with the Sinner. How then 
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can any good be done to thoſe whoſe Con- 
{cience is worſe than that, that 3s faſt aſleep 
in Sm? Eph. 4. 19.. For that Conſcience 
that is faſt aſleep, may yet” be effectually 
awakened and faved; but that Conſcience 
that is ſeared, dried, as it were, into a Cin- 
der, can never have ſenſe, feeling, or the 
leaſl regret in this World, Barren Fig-tree,. 
hearken, judicial hardning is dreadful. There 
1s a difference betwixt that hardneſs of Heart 
that is incident to all Men, and that which 
comes upon ſome as a fignal or ſpecial Judg- 
ment of God: and altho all kind of hardneſs 
of Heart, in ſome ſenſe may be called a Judg- 
ment, yet to be hardned with this ſecond 
kind, is a Judgment peculiar only to them 
that periſh 3 an Hardneſs that is ſent as a pu- 
niſhment, for the abuſe of Light received; 
for a reward of Apoſtacy. 

This Fadicial Hardneſs is diſcovered froth. 
that which is incident to all Men, in theſe 
Particulars : 

I. It is an Hardneſs coming after ſome 
great Light received : Becauſe of ſome great 
Sin committed againſt the Light, and the 
Grace that gave it. Such Hardneſs as Pha- 
ravh had, after the Lord had wrought won- 
derouſly before him: Such Hardneſs as the . 

' Gentiles had, an Hardneſs. that darkned the 
E 4: Heart, 
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Heart, an Hardneſs which made their Minds 
reprobate. This Hardneſs is alto the ſfanie 
with that the Hebrews are cautioned to be- 
ware of, ( Heb. 237, &c.) an Hardneſs that 
1s cauſed by Unbelicf, and departing from 
the Living God 3 an Hardneſs compleated 
thro the deceitfulneſs of Sin : Such as that in 
the Provocation, of whom God ſware, that 
they {hould not enter into his Reſt. *T'was 
this kind of Hardneſs alſo that both C ain,I1ſh- 

 mnael;and Eſau were hardned with,after they 
had committed their great Tranſereſſions. 

2, Itis the greateſt kind of Hardneſs, 
and hence they are {aid to be harder than a 
\ Rock, Jer. 5.3; or than an Adamant, Zec. 
7. 13. that is, harder than a Flint : So 
hard that nothing can enter. 

3. It is an Hardneſs given in much An- 
eer, and that to bind the Soul up in an im- 
poſſibility of Repentance, 

- 4. It is an Hardneſs therefore that is in- 

curable, of which a Man muſt die and be 

damned. Barren Profeſſor, bearken to this, 


A Fourth Sign that ſuch a Profeſſor is quite 
paſt Grace, is, when he fortifies his hard 
Heart againſt the remour of God?s Word, 
Jobg. 4, &c. This is called hardning them- 
ſelves againſt God, and turning of the Spi- 


rit 


The Barren Fig-tree, 105 


rit againſt him. As thus, when after 2 
Profeſſion of Faith in the Lord Jeſus, and 
of the Dodtrine that is according to Godli- 
neſs, they ſhall embolden themſelves in cour-' 
ſes of Sin, by promiſing themſelves that they” - 
ſhall have Life and Salvation notwithſtanding. 
' Barren Profeſſor, hearken to this, This 
Man is called, ( Dent. 29. 18.) A Root that. 
beare'h Gall and Wormmood, or a poiſonful” 
Herb ; fuch an one is abominated of God,' 
yea, the abhorred of his Soul, For this 
Man faith, v. 19. 1 ſhall have Peace, though” 
I walk in the imagination or ſtubbarnneſs of 
my Heart, to add Drunkezneſs to Thirſt : - 
an Opinion flat againſt the: whole Word of: - 
God, yea- againft the very Nature of God - 
himſclf. Wherefore he adds, Det.-1 9. 20; 
Then the Anger of the Lord, and his Fea-- - 
louſy ſhall ſmoak-againſt that Man; and all 
the Curſes that are written in God's Book 
ſhall lie upon him, and God ſhall blot out his- -- 
Name from nnder Heaven. . 
Yea, that Man ſhall 'not fail fo beteffe- - 
Etually deſtroyed ; werf.'21, The Lord ſhall * 
ſeparate that Man unto Evil, out of all the 
Tribes of l{rael, according to all the Chrſes of 
the Covenant. | | 
He ſhall ſeparate him unto Evil ; He ſhall 
give-him up, heſhall leave him to his Heapt 5 - 
Es "he 
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; he ſhall ſeparate him to' chat, or thoſe that 
will affuredly be too hard for him. 

Now this Judgment is effe&ed when God * 
has given a Man up unto Satar, and given 
Satan leave, without fail, to compleat his 
Deſtruction.” 1 ſay, when God has given Sa- 
rar leave effefinally to compleat his Deſtrudti- 
ex: For all that are delivered up unto Satan,, 
have not, nor donot come to this End. But 
- that is the Man, whom God ſhall ſeparate 
to Evil,. and ſhall leave in the Hands of Sa- 
4, to compleat, without fail, his Deſtru- 
Qion, 

Thus he ſerved Abab, a Man that ſold 
himſelf to work Wickedneſs in Gods. fight, 
x King..21. 25. And the Lord ſaid, Who 
ſhall perſwade Ahab, that he may go up, and 
fall at Ramoth-Giliead ? And one ſaid on 
this manzer., and: another ſaid. on that man- 
wer © And there came forth a Spirit, and 
Food before the Lord, and ſaid, I will per- 

wade him, 1 King. 22. 20, 21, 22. And 
the Lard ſaid unto him, Wherewith? And 
be faid, F will go forth, and be a lying Spirit 
in the mouth of all his Prophets, And be 
ſaid, Thou ſhalt perfſwade him, and prevail 
alſo; go forth, and do ſo. Thou ſhalt per- 
| fwade him). and prevail; do- thy Will, 1 
leavyshim in.thy.Hand 3 Go forth, ad do ſo. 
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Wherefore in theſe Judgrnents, the Lord 

much concerns himſelf for the managetnenc 
thereof, becauſe of their Proyocation of him: 
This is the Man, whoſe Ruin contriveth,' and 
bringeth to paſs by bis pwn contrivante. I wilt / 
chuſe their deluſions for them ;, I will bring 
thesy fears upon them, Iſa. 66. 4. I will chuſe 

' their Devices, or the Wickedneſles that: 
their Hearts contrive. I, even I, will caufe 

them to be faccepted of,. and delightful. 
to them. Bat who are they that muft 

thus be feared ? Why, thoſe among Pro- 

feſſors, that have chofen their own ways,, 

whoſe Soul delights in their own Abominati=- 
07s, 

Becauſe they received not the Love of the: 
Truth, that they might-be ſaved: for this- 
cauſe God ſhall ſend them ſtrong Delufions,. 
that they ſhould believe a Lie, that they all: 
might be damned, who believed not the Timh, 
but had pleaſure m Unrighteouſneſs. God® 
ſhall ſend them}. Tt is a great word : Yea, 
&od ſhalt ſend them ſtrong Deiuſions', Delu-: 
lions that ſhall do, that ſhall make them be- 
lieve a Lie. Why ſo? That they all. might 
be damned, every one-of* them, who believe 
not the Truth, but Bad pleaſure in Varighte< 
owſneſs, 2: Thill, 5, 10, 11, 12, 


Ther; 
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There is nothing more provoking to the 
Lord, than for a Man to promiſe, when 


; conceit, that he ſhall be ſafe, and yet to be 
more wicked than in former days : This 
Man's Soul abhors the Truth of God, no 
marvel therefore if God's Soul abhors him : 
he has invented a way contrary to God, to 
ring about his own Salvation ; no mar- 
v<l, therefore, if God invent a way to bring 
about his Damnation. And ſeeing that 
theſe Rebels are at this point, We ſhall have 
Peace ; God will ſee whoſe Word ſhall ſtand, 
His or theirs, | 


A Fifth Sign of a Man being paſt Orace, 
is, Whey he {hall at ths, ſcoff, and inward- 
ly grin, and fret againſt the Lord, fecretly 
purpoſing to continue his Courſe, and put 
all to the venture, deſpiſing the Meſſengers 
of rhe Lord, He that deſpiſed Moſes's Law, 
died without Mercy ; of how much ſorer Pu- 
rmiſhment.,, ſuppoſe ye, ſhall be be thought wor- 
' #by, who hath trodden under foot the Son of 
God ? &c. Heb. 10.28, _ | 

Wherefore againſt theſe Deſpiſers God has 
ſet bimſelf, and foretold, that they ſhall not. 
' believe but periſh. Behold ye Deſpiſers, wou- 

der, and periſh ;, for I work a Work ip your 


| God threatneth; for a Man to be light of 


days, | 
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days, which ye ſhall in no wiſe believe, tho a 
Man declare it unto you, Ats 13. 41. 


After that thou ſhalt cut it down. 


Thus far we have treated of the Barren 
Fig-tree, .or fruitleſs Profeſſor, with ſome 
Signs to know him by 3 whereto are added 
alſo ſome Signs of thoſe who neither will 
or can, by any means, be fruitful, but muſt 
' miſerably periſh, Now being come to the 
time of Execution, I ſhall ſpeak a word to 
that alſo, After that thou ſhalt cnt it down,] 
Chriſt at laſt turns the barren Fig-tree over 
to the Juſtice of God, . ſhakes his Hands of 
him, azd gives him up to the Fire for his 
Unprefitableneſs. 

Thou ſhalt cut Ft aown.] 
Two things are here to be conſidered, 


1. The Executioner, - Thou, the great, 
the dreadfu], the Eternal God, Theſe words 
| therefore, as I have already faid, ftgnify 
that Chriſt the Mediator, thro whom alone 
Salvation comes, and by whom alone Exe-" 
curion hath been deferred, now giveth xp the 
Soul, forbears to ſpeak one Syllable more for 
- him, - or to do the leaſt Act of Grace further, 


- to try for his Recovery 3 but delivers him- | 


op: 
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'op to that fearful Diſpenſation, ro fall into: 


the Hands of the living God, Heb. 10. 31. 

2, The Seednd to be conlidered, is, The 
Inſtrument by which this Execution is done, 
and that is Death, compared here to an Ax ; 
and foraſmuch as the Tree is not felled at 
one Blow, therefore the {irokes are here con- 
tiaued, till al} the blows be firuck that are 
requilite for its felling For now cutting- 
time, and cutt;yg-work is come, cutting 
muſt be his Portion, till he be cat down. 
After that thou ſhalt cut # down. | Death, 1 
fay,” is the Ar, that God often uſes, there- 
with to take the barren Fig-tree out of the 


Vine-yard,, out of a Proteſhion, and: alſo 


ont of the World at once. But this Ax is 
now new-ground, it cometh well edged to 
the Roots of this Barren Fig-tree, It hath 
been whetted'by Sin, by the Law, and by 
a formal Proteiſion, and therefore mult, and: 
will make deep gaſhes, not only in the na» 
tural Life, but in the Heart. and' Conſcience 
alſo of this Profeffor: The wages of Sin is. 
Death; the ſting of Death is Sin, 1 Cor 
15, Wherefore Death comes not, to this 
Man as he dothito Saints, mwzzled, or with- 
out. his Sting, Þut with open mouth, in all 
- his firength ; yea» he ſends his Firſt-born, 
which.is Gailt, 10.drvowr his. ſtrength, and 

| =_} 
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t0 bring him te the King of Terrors, Job 18. 
13, 14, 
"Daten give you, in a few Particulars, 
the manner of this Man's dying. 
rt. Now he hath his fruictets Fruits be» 
leaguer him round his Bed, together with all 
the Bands and Legions of his. other Wicked- 
nels. His own Iniquities ſhall take the wic- 
hed himſelf, and ke ſhall be holden in. the 
Cords of his Sins, Prov. 5. 22. | 
2. Now ſome terrible diſcovery of God is 
made out unto him, to the perplexing and. 
terrifying of his guilty Conſcience : God 
ſhall caft upon him, and not ſpare , and be 
ſhall be afraid. of that mhich is bxgb, Job 
27. 22, 
1 3. Thedark Entry he is to go thro, will 
be a fore Arnazement unto him ; For fear 
fall be in the way, Ecclef. 12. 5. yea, Ter- 
rors will take hold on him, when he ſhall 
{ce the yawning Jaws of Neath to gape upon: 
him, and the Doors of the Shadow of 
Death. open to give him Paſſage out of the 
World. Now who will meet me in this- 
dark Entry. ; how ſhall I paſs through this 
dark Entry into another World ! 
4. For by reaſon of Guilt, and a ſhak- 
ing Conſcience, bis Life will hang in conts< _ 
ual doxbt before hin, and he ball be — 20 
| » 
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day and night, Deut, 28. 66, 67. and ſhall 
have no aflurance of his Life. 

5. Now alſo Want will come up againſt 
him, he will come up like an armed Man, 
There is a terrible Arniy to him that is grace- 


ks in Heart, and fruitleſs in Life. This _ 
Want will continually cry in thine Ears, 


here is a new Birth wanting, a new Heart, 
and a zew Spirit wanting z here is Faith, 
Love and Repentance, the Fear of God, 


and a good Converſation wanting ; Thou art 
weighed in the Ballance, and art found want- 


wg, Dan. 5.27. | 

6. Together with theſe, ſtand; by the 
Compantons of Death,Death and Hell, Death 
and Devils, Death and endleſs Torment in 
the everlaſting Flames of devouring Fire. 
When-God ſhall come up unto the People, be 
will invade them with his Troops, Hab. 3. 16. 


But how will this Man die ? Can his - 
Heart nor? endure, or can bis Hands be” 


Prong ? Exck. 22. 14. 
1. God, and Chriſt, and Pity have left 
him : Sin againſt Light, againſt Mercy, and 
the Long-ſuffering of God, 1s come up ag ainſt 
him; his Hope and Confidence now lie. a dy» 
ing by bim, and his Conſcience totters and 
| ſhakes continually within him. 
\ 2, Death is at his work, cutting pf an 


p 
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down, hewing both Bark and Heaxt, both 
Body and Soul a-ſunder : The Man groans, 
but Death hears him not 5 he looks: ghaſt- 
ly, carefully, dejeRedly ; he lighs, he ſweats, 
he trembles, but Death matters nothing. 

3. Fearful Cogitations haunt him, Miſgiv- 


| ings, direful Apprehenſions of-God terrify 


him. Now he hath time to think what 
the Loſs of Heaven will be, and what the 
Torments of Hell will be ; now he looks 
no way but he is frighted. 

4. Now would he live, but may not 3 he 
would live tho it were but the life of a Bed- 
rid Man, but muſt not. He that cuts him 
cown, {ways him, as the Feller of Wood 
ſways the tottering Tree now this way, 
then that: at laſt a Root breaks, an Heart- 
liringy an Eye-ſtring ſnaps aſunder, 

5. And now could the Soul be anmbilated, 
or brought to nothing, how happy would it 
count it ſelf! but it ſees that may not be. 
Wherefore it is put to a wonderful firait : 
ſay in the Body it may not, go out of the 
Body it dares not. Life is going, the Blood 
(ettles in the Fleſh, and the Lungs being no 
more able to draw Breath thro the Noſtrils, 
at Jaſt out goes the weary trembling Soul, 
who is immediately ſeized by Devils, who 


lay lurking in every hole in the —_— 
or 
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Coffin ;\ but the Soul is out of their thought 


and reach, going down to the Chatmbers of | 


Death. 


I had thought to have enlarged, but 1 for- 
bear: God, who 'teaches Man to profic, 
bleſs. this brief. and plain Diſcourſe. to thy 
Soul, who yet ſtandeſt a Profeſſor in the Land 


of the -Living, among the Trees of his 
Garden. Ames. 


——_——_————. — F _— 


TIS 
{S: 4; 

\- : - Y 
WES [7 324 


FINTIS. 


for that very purpoſe: His Friends take care | 
of the Body, wrap it up in the Sbeee or | 
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Ephel. 4. 3. 


Indeavouring to keep the Unity of the 
Spirit in the Bond of Peace. 


Bw Religion is the great Bond 
- Þ of humane. Society, arid it were 
well if it (elf were kept within the 
Bond of Unity 3 and that it-may fo be, let * 
us, according to the Text, ve our utmoſt 
endeavours to keep the Unity of the Spirit in 
the Boud of Peace. : 

Theſe Wotds contain a Counſel and a 
Caution ; the Counſel is, That we endige 
Vour 
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vour the Unity of the Spirit z the Caution 
is, That we do it in the Bond of Peace * as if 
he ſhould fay, I would have you live in 
Unity, but yet I would have youto be care- 
fu!, thar you do not purchaſe Unity with 
the breach of Charity. 

_ Let us therefore be caution?d that we do 
not ſo preſs after Unity in Practice and Opi- 
nion, aSto break the Bond of Peace and At- 
fcCtion, | | | 


I the handling of theſe Words, I ſhall ob- 


ſerve this Method 3 = 


Firft, 1 ſhall open the Senſe of the Text, 

Secondly, 1 ſhall ſhew wherein this Unity 
and Peace conlilt. 

Thirdly, 1 ſhall ſhew you the Fruits and 
Benefits of it, together with nine Incon- 
veniences and Miſchiefs that attend thoſe 
Churches where Unity and Peace are want- 
ng. | 

Fourthly, and Laſtly, I hall - give you 
twelve Dire@ions and Motives for the ob- 
faining of them, 


Firft, As touching the Senſe of the Text : 
| en we are counſelled to keep the Unity 

of the Spirit, we are not to' underſtand the 
Spirit 


4 


to Peace and (nity. Z 
Spirit of God, as perſonally fo conſidered 3 
becauſe the Spirit of God in that ſenſe, is 
not capable of being divided z and fo there 
would be no need for us to endeavour to 
keep the Unity of it. 

By the Unity of the Spirit then, we are 
to underſtand, that Unity of Mind which 
the Spirit of God calls for, and requires 
Chriftians to endeavour after z hence it is 
that we are exhorted, by one Spirit, with 
one Mind, to ftrive together for the Faith of 
the Goſpel, Phil. 1. 27. But further : The 
Apoſtle in theſe words alludes to the ſtate 
and compoſition of a Natural Body, and 
thereby informs us, : that the Myſtical Body 
of Chriſt holds an Analogy with the Natu- 
ral Body of a Man: As, * _ 

I, In the Natural Body there muſj} be a 
Spirit to animate it, for the Body without 
the Spirit is dead, Fames 2. 26. So it is in 
the Myſtical Body of Chriſt ; the Apoſtle 
no ſooner tells us of that one Body, but he 
minds us of that one Spirit, Eph. 4. 4+ 

2. The Body hath Joints and Bands to 
unite all the parts ; ſo hath the Myſtical Bo- 
dy of Chrift, Col. 2. 19. ,This is that Bond 
of Peace mentioned in the Text, as alſo in 
the 16th Verſe of the ſame Chapter, where 
the whole Body is ſaid to be fitly joined te- 
gether, 
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gerher, and compadted, by that which eve- 
ry Joint {upptieth. 

» The Natural Body receives Connſel 


_ and Nonrifhment from the Head ; fo doth 


the Myſtical Body of Chrift, he is their 


| Counfellor, and him they muft hear he is 


their Head, and him they muſthold : hence 


it is that the Apoſtle complaineth, Col. 2. 


rg, of forne that did not hold the Head, 
from which the' whole Body by Joints and 
Bands hach Nouriſhment. 

4. The Natural Body cannot well fubſiſt, 
if cither the Spirit be wounded, or the 


Joints broken or diflocated ; the Body can- 


nor bear a wounded or broken Spirit: A 
broken Spirit drieth- the Bones, Prov, 17, 22+ 
Hnd a wounded Spirit who can bear ? Prov. 
18. 14. And ontheother hand, how ofte 
have- che disjointings of the _— and the 
breakings thereof, occaſioned the Expiration 
of the Spirit ? In like manneriic fares with 
the Myſtical Body of Chriſt, how do divided 
Spirits break the Bonds of Peace, which ate 
the Joints of his Bedy ? And' how do the 
breakings'of che Body and Church of Chriſt 
wound the'Spirit of Chriſtians, and often- 
times occafion. the Spirit anid' Life of Chriſti- 
anity to languiff,, if hot © expire? How 


— - needful is it then thar we: endeayour the 


Unity 
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to Peace and Unity... $ 
Unity: of the Spirie in the Bond of Peace # 


Secondly, I now come to {hew you where- - 
in this Unity and Peace conlift, and this 1 
ſhalt demonſtrate in five particulars. 

7. This Unity and Peace may conſiſt in 
the ignorance of many Truths, and in the 


| holding of ſore Errors 3 or elle this Duty 
' of Peace and Unity could not be practicable 


by any on-this fide Perfeftian : but we muſt 
now endeavour the Unity of the Spizit, till 
we come to the Unity of the Faith, and of 
the Knowledg, of the Son of God, - Epbeſ. 
4. 13. Becauſe now {as the Apoſile faith) 
we know in pazt, and we propheſy 112 patty 
and now we ſe thro a Glaſs darkly,. 1 Cor. 
13. 12. And as this is true in general, fo 
we may find it true ibwe deſcend to paxticu- 
lar .Inſtances.3 the Diſciples ſcera to-be ig- 
norant of that great” Truth, which-they had 
often and in much plainne(s been taught by 
their: Maſter once and again, (wc) That 
his Kingdom: was not of - this 'Woeld,. and 
that in the Wexld they: ſhould ſuffes, and-be 
perfecuted'y; yet in d&s 1.6. we ready, That 
they. asked. of him if. he-would: as this time 
refiore the Kingdoamof fra? - thereby dif- 
covering that” Chriſt's Kingdoms. (as; they 
thought) ſhonldiconfatt: mr 
TIIGICTION 
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riſdition over Iſrael, which they expected | 


ſhould now commence and take place a- 
mongſ them. Again, our Lord tells them, 
that he had many things to-ſay (and theſe 
were many important Truths) which they 
could not now bear, John 16, 12. and that 
theſe were important Truths, appears by 
| ver. 1o, I1. wherche is diſcourling of Regh- 
|  teonſneſsand Fudgment ;, and then adds, that 
he had yet many-things to fay, which they 
could not bear 3 and thereupon promiſes the 
Comforter to lead them into ALL TRUTH: 
which implies, that they were yet ignorant 
of many Truths, and conſequently held di- 
v=rs Errors ; and yet for all this he prays for, 
and preſſes them to their great Duty of Peace 
and Unity, Fohn 14. 27. and 17. 21. To 
this may be added that of Heb; 5. 11. where 
the Author faith, 'He had many things to 
fay of the Prieſtly Office of Chriſt, which 
by reaſon of their dulneſs, : they were not ca» 
' pable to receive 3 as alſo that in As 10, 
awhere Peter ſeems to be ignorant of that 
Fruth, viz. | That 'the Goſpel was to: be 
preached to all Nations; and contrary here- 
unto, he .erred in thinking it unlawful to 
reach amongſi'the Gentiles, T ſhall add two 
exts more,one in As 1.9. where we tead, 
That thoſe Diſciples which had been diſci- 


pled - 


| pled -and-baptized by. Jab; were KEN 
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rant-of; the'Holy Gholly: and-knew not; (as; 


the Text 4cllsus) whether there werg; any, 
 Holy;Ghaſt 9.805 :;tho Fobp did teach con-; 


{tancly,. That he chat ſhould comeatter, bim,, 
ſhould baptize with the Holy Ghoſ-and 
Fixe. ' From hence we-may eatily;and plain- 
ly- infer, that -Chrilians, may be iZnbrant, 
of, raawyſfruthss Ty reaſon; of: weak and. 
dull, Gapacities; and-gther ſuch like Impe-; 


diments, even while thoſe Truths. aze-with; .- 


much-plainneſs delivered to chem. Again, 
we, read, Heb. 5. 13. of ſome that were 
unskilful: in; the -Wosd of Rightcoulgels, 
who nevertheleſs are called Babes in-Cluiſt,, 
and: with-whom U Ugigy and Peace are, to be 
wp kept.:and maintained, : .:-..... . 
: Asthis Unity, and Peace. may conliſt. 
in the ignorance of thany Trachs,,and i inthe, 
holding of ſome Errors,  {o;ig, mult confiſt. 
with-(and it cannot condift without) "5 bon 


lieving and practifing thoſe (ks which are 
neceſſary tO Salvation and Church-Commu- 


nion:;: and they” are, Firſt, St. that 
Chai the Son of God died for the Sins of 
Mens; Secondly, ' That whorver believeth, 
oughetakbe baptized: The third ching eſſen= 
tialzp Co mmmumions is ay and.a 

IN Coun 


: Firſt, 


10. 19. 
= Thatitis alfo neceſſary to Charch-Com- 
munion, appears from - Mar. 16. 16, 17, 
19. Peter having” confeſt that- Ghrif+ Was 
the Son of the-Living, God, Chriftchereup- 


on aſſares him, that upon, this-Rock,''vie. 
this Profeſſion of Faith, or this Chriftwhich: 
Peter had confeſs'd, be would build his 


Church, andthe Grtes of Hell ſhould not 
pre inſt it. "And 3 Cori'gi*y nit the 
Apotle aving told the- Cormbians they 


were God's Building,/ preſently adds, that: 


they could notbe built upon any Foandati- 
on but that-which was laid; which was Je- 
_ dis Clit. All which proves, that Chrifti- 
atrSoctety is founded upon the Profeflion-of 
 Clvift, - And{not only* Scripture, but the 
Eaws of right Reaſon diQate this, that ſorne 
Rules.and Orders' muſt 'be obſerved: for the 
founding of all Sccicty, which muſt be con- 


' fented to by all that will be of it; - Hence 


it comes to pals, that to own Chriſt as the 
Eordand Head of Chriſtians, is cfſential to 


ny One "FIN 
| R—_— 


Firſ That believing tha he Sonof God 
died for the Sins of Men, is neceflary to-Sal-- 

vation; T prove by thoſe Texts which tal 
' - 'us,'\ that the that doth not believe ſhall be - 
damned, Mark 16, 16, Joln 3. 36. Rom. 
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Secondly,. The Scriptures have declared 
that this-Fairh gives'the- Profeſſors" of ita 
to as: inthe calc of the: Ku- 
cnt A baptied? PodipanGoery, 
he- n aptiz dip an 
That if he believed with'all' bis Heart, he 
might > the Eungch thereupon | condeſling 
Chriſt; was baptized; | 
Now that Baptiſm i3-efſential coChurch- 
Communion, - I prove- trom 1 Cor. 12. 
whae we ſhalt find the Apoſtle labouring to 
prevent an evil uſe that might- be:made of 
Spiritual Gifts; as thereby: to be: -puſt/up x; _ 
- | and*to think - that ſachvas wanted chemy 
* | were not of the Body, or: to:be eſteemed 
”- | Members :- he thereupon relolves, that-who--- - 
| everdid confels Chrift and owſhicm for his 
Head,” did it-by: the Spirit, ver. 3- tho they 
might not have ſuch a+ viſible manifeftaciors * 
of it as others -had 3 and: therefore-'they 
oupht-to be owned4s Members, as/appears, 
ver.: 23, Andnot-only becauſe they-hava * 
callet him Lord by the-Spixit,” but -becauſu 
they have by the gaidance- and direion vf 
thefame Spiricbeer baptized, ' wen, 13; For 
Fg Spiris we are all baptized-irto one 'Bu- 
; &S I'need/not goabourt to confute-thas 
that fowe of" Tate have had of this: 
TrRt;" vin," Thad chb-Baptiſſr her Gy 


'0 0 6 4 0 @ >. mm! —_— 1 
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of, is the Baptiſin -of the 'Spitit, becayſe 
you have:not owned and declared that No-: 
tion as your Judgment, but ow the contta- 
ry: -- All of -you that 1-have ever convetſed- 


with, have declared ' it to-be underſigod © 


of Baptiſm with Water, by the direction 
of the Spirit: if-ſo,. then "it - follows, that. * 
- Men and Women are geclated Members, of 
- Chriſt's Body, by Baptiſm, - and cannot, /be 
| by Scripture reputed; and: eſteemed; {o with-, 
out it 3 which further appears from Roms. 6. : 
5. where »>Men' by Baptiſm are fſaid- to: be 
plarited into the likeneſs of his Death ; and 
Col. 2. 12;/: we are:faid to:be buried with 
bim by Baptiſm :- all, whigh, -rogether-with 
the conſent: of! all-Ghrifiians, ({ome few in 
theſe late tigges excepted.) do prove that Bap- 
tif is neo to. the itiating Perſons i in- 
to-the Church of Chriſt, 

.Lhidly; Holineſs of Life -is eſſential; to 
Chuxch-Commuinion; becaule it ſeems tobe 
the xeaſbn why-Chrifi founded a Church: in 
the World, v5z..-that: [Men {might thereby 
be watched gves,- and: kept from falling,z 


- ” and that if-any be, overtaken- with a Fault, 


kethatis  Spiticual night reſtore hims That 
by this. means; Mcnzand, Women, might, be 
preſerw;d without þlame, ta;the coming: of 
Chxidd,; dad rhe: Opd teaghub "7 | 


rd 
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ro deny Ungodlineſs and worldly Luft s,- ard” 
Ry ſerly and rr this prefent 
evil World, Tit, 2.11, 12. And.let eve» 
ry one, that. names the Nani of the Lord, 
depart. from Inquity, 2 Tim. 2. 19.: And 
Fames tells us, (ſpeaking.of the Chriſtian 
Religion )- That pure Religion and uacfilet 
before God, is to: viſit 'the Fatherleſs and 
Widows mz their Aflition, . and_to kgep. aur 
. felves unſpotted from the Warld, James' 1: 
27. 1 Fromall which (together with many |. 
more Texts that might be produced.) it aps - 
pears,. that an unholy and profane Life,.1s 
inconhiltent with Chriftian Religion. and $0+ * 
Clety 3 .and that. Holineſs is eſſential to: Sal - 
vation and Church-Communion-: {o :that* | 
thele'three things, Faith, Baptiſm and a Bo" 

ly Life, -as I fatd before; all Churches'muſt * 
agree, and unite 'in, as thoſe. things, . which: 
when 'wanting, will deſtroy their. Deing;” - 
And .Jetmnot aby: think, that, wheo?t ſay; be- © 
eving-the-Son of, God died: far the Sins:of * 
'Mcn, 4s: effential ito Salvation: /and;:Church- 
Communion, that Þ hereby would-exclatt 
all other Articles of the-Chrilttan Creed, as- © 
Bot: neceflary;' as the-belief of the Reſurre». 
Ctigh of. the-Dead;and;Eternal: Judgmentz” | 
© 's.. wbich:for want-of; time Fomittd ſpeak” © 

partigulanly: to, ; and;[the, - rathes, becaule'F 
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| "underſland this great Article of. believing che 
Son: of 1God-died' for 'the Sins of Men, -is 
comprehenſive. of .all others, .and is that 
fromwhence all other Articles maprat ly be 
 Inferred; 

'And hcref: would notbe miſtaken, -as'tho 
I held there-were nothingicl(e for/Chriſtians 
.  Coipraftiſe, when faythis is all that is re- 
- quifiteto:Charch=Communion ; for] wery 
; well know that (Chtiſtrequizes 1 many :other 
things 'ofug, after we are Members of. his 
 Body;whichif we knowingly or maliciouſly 
- oefule, «may beithe:cauſe,. not -only! of 1Ext- 
| "communication, 'but/Damnation ; 'But yet 
| . theſc are ſuch things as xelate'to the Well 
being, and notto-the'Being of Churches:; 


| as laying on of Hands in the Primitive Times | 


 upon'/Believers, -by which they did -reccive 
- the Gifts of the Spirit ; this (t-fay)-was'for 
 "theencreaſe and-edifying/ of the Body, 'and 
tzat chat thereby they 'might become-of ithe 


{ Body -of 'Chrilt, be that they were'before. 


F  Anddonot think thatl believe:laying on '6f 
| Hands was' no Apottolical Infttution, 'ibe- | 
| caufel {ay Men- are 'thereby made Members 

| of Chriſt's Body, -or becauſe I fayithat it 'is 
_notefſential toChurch-Communion': 'Why 


{ _ "ſhogld Tbe thought to beragainſta/Fire'in 
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in the Thatchiof the Houſe ? Conſider then 
how pernicious a thing it is to make every. 
Doftrme (tho true) the bound'of Commus: 
nion ;.-4bis is that which deſtzxoys Unity, 
and by this Rule all Men muſt .be perfect 
before they can be in Peace, For do we not 
ſee daily that as ſoon as Men come tora clea- 
rex- underſtanding the Mind of God (to ſay 
theibeſt of what they hold) that-preſently all 
-Men are; Excommunicable,, if 'uot Damna- 
 bls, that do not agree with them 2: Do-niot 
fome.-belicve and {ce that to be Pride and 
Covetoulneſs, which ethers donot, becauſe. _ 
(itmay be) they-have more narrowly and -/ 
diligently feaxched into their Duty of thee. ; 
things: than}; others have. ?  Whac 4hitn ,- 
muſt all Men that have not ſoJarge acquain« 
tance of their Dity' herein,' de excomunica- 
ted? [Indeed it were to be withed-that more: © 
Modwation/in Apparel and -Secular Gou- * 
\cerniments -Were found-; gniong. Churches 3: © 
but God-foxbid; that, if 'they: ſhouldicome- + 
5 ſhort hexeiy, 'that we ſhould: lay;: as one late- -. 
Iy faid, That he could: not communicate -+ 
with ſuch a People, becauſe they were proud!+ 
and ſuperfluous in-their Apparel, 5 
Let me appeal to'fuch, -and demand-of 
them if there. was not a time ſince they he-- 
lieved and were —_—_— \whercin they: did: _ 
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not believe kying on of Hands a'Duty ?' and 
| did*they not! then believe, and do'they not 
"till believe they were Members of the Body 
- of Chriſt? And was'not there a time when 
: you did not'fo Well whderffand theinatute | 
and extent of Pride ant! Covetouſneſs a5'now | 
.. you do > And "dd you not then believe, 
/ and do you not till believe that -you wete 
true Metibers of Chriſt, / tho'Tels perfecÞ ? 
- Why chen ſhould younot jadgof thoſe rhar 
differ fromiyou herein; © as you judged bf 
your {elves when you were as,they-now are ? 
-How'needful then is it for Chriftians t6di- 
-  fiinguiſh'Gf ever they would. be at' Peace 
| "ard Unity) between thoſe Traths which are. 
+} . effehitial to Cliugch-Communion)'a and thole 
| thatare WE? D! 205 3057 1607 11317 [ig Nog 
Fourthly,- Oniry and'Praco confilt in'our 
- making one Shoulder, to practiſe.and putin 
execution the \things wedo know: Phil.3. 
- © 16,- Nevertheleſs wherein we have attained, 
F  -detas/ walk, by bi" ſunt Rilly, let ns mind 
| -rhe Jane things! How-Tad'is ito '{teohr 
| - Zeal conſumes, and out precious- Tirte, 
{ in things doabtfuLand'diſpurable,- while: we 
are not concerned, yo oa with the 
!practicent thoſe indifputable;chings' we all 
| --agree! in Þr'\Wenll know'©hariry! t» bethe 
wo To, as Wang" 
| 25 nges 


bu © 


fention,.. tho ; that; may be tool greats 'a 
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practiſe it? We all:knowthey'that Jabout in 
the Word and Dodtrine,are-worthy of donble 
Honour 3; and.that God'hath ordained that 
they which preach the. Goſpel; ſhould live 
of the Goſpel: "theſe Datics, however others 
have cavil'd: at them; T\know you agree in- 
them, and are perſwaded of your Duty here= 
in ;, but where's your. Zeal: tor practiſe Q- 
how well would -it be with-Churches, ifthey 
were but half /as: zealous :for the: great-and 
plain, and indifputable-Things; 24nd:xh# + 
more chargeable and coſtly Things of Retis 
gion,-.as they are for Things doubtful ob leſs ©. 
neceflary,, or that are no charge to chemy + 
avd coſt nothing but -the-Breachidf Cond 


Price ifor-' the: mall things aha Ia Ee 
with 1t | 
-  Butforther -.Do we. not.all agjee, that. 
Men: that preach: the Goſpel, 'ſhould'do is - 
hke Workmen thatznegd-not be-aſhamed2* 
and-yet How little this:conlidered by:many 
Preaclids,* who; never'cvntider :before they | 
ſpeak, of what: they {ay;:or whereof they at+ | 
frm? How few: give them(elves toftudy;.. 
that.they may be approved? How: few me- 
dicate and/give-themſebres-co. theſe. things; - 
ery % RD miyappearito all 7 
0 J3 For or 
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* For che Lord's fake let us unite to pra- 
-  Riilethale things. we know ; and if we would 
have more Talents, let us all agree to im- 
| prove thoſe we-have. 

See the Spirit that was among the)Primi- 
tive Profeffors, thatiknowing and'believing 
| how much it concerned them in the -ptopa- 
gating of Chriſtianity, 'to ſhew forth Love 
| to.one another{thatiſo all might know them 

| tobe; Chyiſt's Diſciples) rather 'than: there 
auld: be any .camplainings among them, 
they | fold all ithey had : O' how zealous 
were.thefe to-prattile, and with one Shoul- 
gder-to dv. what was upon their Hearts for 
God?! |hmightJurther add, how after have 
wengrced am our Judgment 3 and-hath it 
nat beeg upon our: Hearts, that this-and the 
” " ether thing is good to be done, to-enlighten 
the dark World, : and to repair the Breaches 
of Chucches, andto raiſe up thoſe-Church- 
es that now lie a gaſping, and among whom 
the Soul of Religion-is expiring ? But what 


 -d6 we more :than-tatk 'of them? - Do -not 


- moſt decline theſe things, when they either | 
. calt- for their Purſes, or their Perſons, to 
help irs this and fach-like Wopks as- theſe ? 
Eet us then, /in what we know, ; unite; that | 
we may put it ja Practice, pemnembriing, 


= & lie le uaar ery: Hence it i$+ 


hat if we know theſe things, we ſhall be- 
ag y if we do them. 
Fifchly, This Unity and Peace confift” Y 
in our joining and agreeing to pray for, and! 
to/preſs after thoſe Truths we do not know.- F 
The Diſciples in the Primitive Times were” $ 
conſcious A their ImperfeQions,. and there-- 
= — one" accord (continued in- Prayer: 
upplications, If we were more inthe” $ 
file of-our own Ignorances and 

Ons,” weſhould carry-it better towardsrhoſe* 
that differ from us 3 then we ſhould-abound: 
more-jn the Spirit of Meckneſs and Forbea-: 
rance, that thereby we might bring others- 
(or be brought by-others)' to the knowledg 
of the Truth : this would make us go to: W 
God, and fay- with Eliba, Job: 34. 33.-& 
Thar which we know net, teach thou us; Bre-- Þ 
"oe, did we but all agree that we'erred ins 
things, - we ſhould ſoon agree to-go - 
hy , and pray for more Widoui: 'and: 
Revelation of his- Mind and Will concern»- W 
. Ing vs; | [| 

+. , Buther&50ur Miſery, that” we > Honeds 
receiveany thing for Truth, but we: preſent--" 
jy aſcend. The Clair of Faſallibiliry with it; - 


Wnt of Cantradidion,; 'andbe»- 
COmec 


8: _ » AnExrhoratien 


-- come uncharitable-to thoſe: that; are not! of 


the ſame Mind bat now. a Conſciouſne(s 
that we xiay-miltake,.or that if my Brbther 
| err 4n! one thing; 'Þ may err im andother,; will 
unite us-in- Aﬀection, and etgage:-us t0-preſs 
_ aſter Perfection,, according, to that' of the 
. Apolttle, Pail. 3.13; 14, 15, Brethren, [ 
» count n0t wy. ſeif. to have apprehended ; bac 
 this-one thing: 4 do, i forgetting thoſe thing 
that-are behind, and reaching forth\ t0- bee 
'- things-which are before, + preſs towards. the 
; Mark; for the- prize of _ high Calling of 
God in Chrift Jeſus. And if in any. *T 
© -y8 be otherwiſe 'niinded, "God ſhall reveal even 
this. unto. your. | O: then that'we could bat 
unite and:agree t0.g0 to:Ged: for One ano- 
—ther,; in.contidencethat; he:will teach us ; 
* ard that ff any of us want Wiſdom (as: who 
of.” us does not ? ) -we' 1night ask. of God, 
* whogives toall Men liberally, and upbraids 
no:Man,: Let vs, like thoſe-Pcop!e: ſpoken 
af: i1ſg.. 2:;lay.one.to another, ,Come,.Jgt 


© 18,go0 to the Lord, for he will teach u+-of + his | 


Ways, aud. we wil walk in bis. Paths. . 
Sixthly, This: Unity, and - Peace. mainly 


conlift: in: Unity. of Love: ayd \Aﬀection, z 
this is thegre pln indiſpeulableDury.of 


Cluilians, by.this they: axe Han i | 
Cl-- 
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to J2eace.and-Cnity. Lg 
Diſciples,:, And hence it is that, Love is ca 
led the Great Commandment,the Old Com- 
mandment, and the New Commandment 3 | 
that which was. commanded in, the begin- 
ning, and will remain unto thi end, yea 
and after theend : 1 Cor.. 13. 8. Charity 
never fails; but whether there be Tonges, 
they ſhall ceaſe 3 97 whether there be Know- 
Ieds 7, it ſhall vaniſh, aw And. v.13. 
Ang new abiatth Faith, ope andC bari ty; 
but the. greateſt of theſe 55 Charity... 
Col. 3. 14. Above all theſe things, put on 
Charity, which is the Bond of K/ efineſs. 
aid is the.end.of the Command. 
\ ment, 4 Tin 1, go! pany therefore, 3p 
called 71 Royal L Aw ; and has a fu 
tendeney over; other Laws, and doubt ek is 

2 Law to which others mult. give place, 
_ they come , in competition with it; 
Albeve all things therefore have fervent Cha- 
rity among your. ſelves, FL -harity covereth 


a. Nu ec of, To Pet 4+ 8. ;Ltt. Us 
ye. | Unity py AR and t 
hart 5 andPeace ml ers; Ing be 
. That you may ſo do, let me remember 
y Tek 1.the words of ravine Man) That 
Yo 
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20 An Erhvitition 
| Uniforiity of Practice and Opinion. 


'Thir , Having ſhewn whereih this Uni- 


ty -conlitts, I come'to the third General 
Thing propounded, and that is;” to-ſhew | 
_ the Fruits and Benefits of Unity and Peace ;. | 


together with the Miſchiefs and Inconveni- 
ences attening thoſe Churches where Unity 
and Peace are wanting; 

If." Unity, and Peact'ls aDuty well-plea. 
fing to God, ' who is fliked' the: Author of 


Peace, and nat - of Confuſion, in” all: the- 


Churches: Goll's Spirit xejoice$in the Uni- 
ty of our Spirits. Bar on'the. orher hand, 
where Strife and Diviſions are, there the 
Spirir of God is grieved. ; Hendce'it' is = 
=— Apofile no footer forbids the 
ve the Spirit of God, but he Nt 
The _ us a Remedy, a, ainft that Evil, 
ſo er a0 away birrerns ſ1-and evil- ſreak- 
kind_one to dnorher, and tender- 


pes forgiuing one anather, even as God 
for y- gms bath fatgiven thepi, Eph. 
0; 32% 
hs Ac Unity and Peace are pleaſing to- 
Fi or and bh his Spirit, ſo they 24 
carts and'Spirirs of God's People:.. Us 
, =p Peace bring "Heaven down > 
t 
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to Peace nd Unity. 2x 


{| Earth-among us. Henceit is the Apolile tells 


us, Roms. 4. 147, That the Ks 
is .not Meat and Drink, -but 


Erle 


{| and Peace, and Foy 'in the Holy Gh 


Where Unity and Peace are, - there is 


ven upon'Earth: by this we taſte.the- — 


Fruits of that bleffedEftate wefhdll one day 
live in the fruition of 3 when we hall come 
to the general Aſſembly and Church of the 
Firſt-born, whoſe Names are written in Hea- 
ven, and'to Gad the of all, anilto the 


= of juſt Men perfo7, Heb. x2. 


"Thi ontward Peace of the Chureb- (as a - 
learned»Man Prna gen» diftils into Peace of 
Conſcience EPS 1nd Ready 
of Comreverſy, i 390 Tre ye + of Mortifiow- 


tron and Devet 

"And chePlatemif tells us; it is not only. 
pood but pleaſant for Beethren todwell t 
ther in Unity, P/al. 133.1 But where 
and Peace are waning/ the are Stortns a 
Troubles : Where Envy and Strife iv, ther 
3G; &-is the oatward/Peace of | 
that increaſes our inwatd Joy ; and the'Peace 
of God's Houſe gives vs ocealibn: to-eat our 


Meat With gladnels in oar ownHoules, 48+ . | 


4 


22 In Exhottation 


_ 3dly. The Unity and Peace of theChurch 


make Communion - of Saints deſirable, 


What. is it that.imbitters:Ghurch-Commy. 


nion,, and. makes it burdenſom, but Divifi- 
ons?. Have: you-not heard. many complain 
that they.are weary of Church-Communion, 
becauſe of Church-Contention ? but now 
where Unity. and Peace is, there Chriftians 
| long, for Communion;.. 


\: David bathe he was: glad when they 
- faid unto him, Let us go tothe Houſe of God, 
Pſa. 122. 1, Why was this, but becauſe 
. (as the third Verſe tells us) Jeruſalem was a 
City compatt together, wheye the Tribes went 
#p, the Tribes of the Lord, to give thanks to 
his Name? And. David ſpeaking of the Man 
that' was once his- Friend, thereby lets. us 
know the:Benefit of Peace and:Unity, Pal. 
55. 14. We, faith he, took ſweet Counſel to- 
gether ,, and, walked to- the Houſe of 'God. tn 
Company, Where Unity is ſirongeli, Con- 
muniou, is ſweeteſt and moſi:deſivable; You 
ſee then that” Peace- and Union fill the Peo- 
ple,of Gad with deſires after. Communion: 
But on, the, other hand, hear how David 

complains, Þ/ah.1 20;,M/o 45.2e,. 1 ſojourn 
| inadlepiond1her), dna im che Tons of 


; 
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to Peace/and Unity, a3 
Kedar. - The Plalmiſt here is thought to al- 
:Jude toi a fort-of Men that dwelt in the De- 
- farts of-/ Arabiz;” that got their Livings:by 
Contention 3 .and therefore he adds, ver: 6. 
- That his Soul bad long dwelt with them that 
hated Peace.” This was that which' made 
hirh long for the Courts of God, and eſteem 
one Day in his Houſe better,than a thouſand 
elſewhere ; this made his Soul even faint for 
| the Houle of God, becauſe of the Peace of it ; 
(Bleſſed are they (faith he) that dwell 3n thy 
Hoyſe, they wilt be ſtill pras "ng thee, - There 
-5/-a Certain note of. Concord, | as appears, 
AT. 2. where we zead of Primitive Chrj- 
wy meeting with oye accord, . praiſing 
God, r.0 | ul 


> | 4thly, » Where Unity and Peace are, there | 
many: Miſchicfs: and Inconveniences are pre- _ 


vented,” which attend. thoſe: People where 
Peace and Unity are wanting : Andof thoſe 


Pony 'that might be :mentioned; I: ſhall 
i 


icfly-inlilt.upor: theſe Nine. 


-11-1, Where Unity and -Peace are wanting, 


there is*much precious Time: ſpent. to- no 
purpoſe ; . how many Days are ſpent, and 
how many. fruitleſs. Journies made to no 
profit,” where :the People are not in peace-? 


[How often have many tedeemed Time (even 
in Seed-time- and: Harveſt). when they cn 
M1219 [ce 


—_ 


24 _ AnErhottation- | 
ſcarce afford it, to:go to Church, and, by 
-xeaſon ofitheir Divitions, come home worſe 
than they went,” repenting\they have ſpent 
fo-mach:precious Time to:{o little: Benefit ? 
How fad:is.it to:fee Men:ſpend their preci- 
ous Time, 'in which they ſhould work-oat 
their\Salration; by labouring, as'in the Fire, 
to:-prove-an uncertain and*doubtful Propo- 
:lationz and to:crifle away their Time, . in 
: which-they- ſhould make 'their' Calling ahd 
:Election:fure, to make:ſurc of an- Opinion, 
"which when they haveidone all, arc not in- 
fallibly certain whether it be truc-or:nog be- 
-caule all things neceſſary to) Salvation and 
Church.Communion az plainly:lid down 
" In Scripture, in which we may be infallibly 
{dure of the Truth.of them? But for gather 
-things:thatwwe have-no plain Texts'for, but 
the Truth» of them depends upon our Ja-- 
&erpretations,- we:muli be cautioned, that- 
'we. do not-ſfpend:much 'time in impolngg 
them upon, or venting/among others,. Uti=4 
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lefs'we'can-afſame Infallibility ; \otherwiſeF.ux 
'we ſpend Time-upon Uncertainty, And þ.is: 
whoever caft their abroad, and open | ar 
their Ears'to Intelligence, ſhall: both fee, | ch 
md to their ſorrow hear, that many Chureh- Þ:it 
es ſpend moſt of - their time-in jangling ahd: ['an 
contending aboutithoſe things, "which wa ca 
i: 4 nel 


| carriages of others 5 ſaying, -in our Naan 


to Peace-atd Unity. 25 
neither -effential to Salvation -or Church- 
Communion 43 and, which,is worlc, about 
ſuch doubtful Queſtions: that they are-never 
able to-give an infallible Solution of. But 
now where Unity and Peace are, our Time 
is ſpent in-praifing God 3 -and(inthole;great 
Queſtions, What we-ſhould doito-be faved ? 
and -how.we-may be more holy, aud .more 


humble:towards 'Ged, and:;morecharitable 
and more ſerviceable to: one anvrther-? 


2. Where' Llnity and Peaceare wanting, Þ| 
there.is evil-ſarmizing, and-evil-ſpeaking,ito— } 
the Damage and Diſgrace, ifnot-to:the Rui» 
ning of one another : \Gal..5. 44 15. Zhe. 
_ Rn ne ME Crifo tee 
) Nes WY .4s fc if: te 
.and devour I prirang \heed yeboomor 
conſumed one of another. 'Noſooner-is the 
Boyd of Charity broken, which:is as a Wall 
abont :Chriſtians, but ſoon they : begin: to 
-make Havock :and Spoil of one-another 3 
then there is raiſing, evil:Reports, and taking 
-up evil Reports againftcach.other:: Hence it 
i5:that whiſpering and backbiting proceeds, 
and going from Houſe to Houſe to 'blazon 
the- Faults and/Infirmities of others 3 hence 
it is that :we watch for the Haltings of one 
another, : and:do inwardly.zejoice at the Wiſ- 


726 - Af Erhettation q 
_ © Ah,ah; ſowe would have it, But now-whereſ, - 
' Unity and Peace are, there is Charity 3 andy. _ 
: where Charity is, we are' willing to hide theſ,;, 
- Faults, and cover the. Nakednels of our 
Brethren. -' Charity thinketh nd evil, 1.Cor.f, * 
* 23.5. _ And” therefore it cannot ſurmizeþ.. 
neither will it ſpeakevil. br 
©. 3» | Where Unjty and Peace-are- wanting, ſ, ; 
there cars be no grea®Matters enterprized,ſ,;, 
- we cannot do:rhuch' for God, nor much forf;.. 
. one: another. | When the Devil-would hinderſ,c 
the bringing to. paſs of Good. in Nations}, 
+ and Churches, - he-divides- their Counſelsf,. 
-and . (as one well obſerves) he divides their}, 
: Heads, 'thathe'may divide their Hands. Whenf,,; 
»Facob had' propheſied- of the Cruelty of Si-ſ,;, 
-meon” and; Levi, who were Brethren, hef,c 
threatens them with the Conſequent- of -it';{}; 
Gen. 49. 7. I will divide them in Jacoby and 
ſeatter them in I{rael. The Devil is not to 
learn-that Maxim he hath taughtthe Machi-ſ 
' avelians of the World; divide & imper a,;di-fly, 
: vide and:rule 3/it is a'united Force that's for-J/, 
mmidable : Hence the Spouſe in the Canticrs,, 
-is faid to be. but one, and the only one off 
her Mother, Cant. 6. 9.  Hereupon it is faidſ., 
of her, [wer.[10; That ſhe-is>terrible as anc; 
Army with Bauners. | What'.can a divided 
' -Artny do, : or a diſordered Army, that have , 
gt» | a 


ot ' their Banners, or for fear or ſhame 
IF cown them/away.? $n like manner, what 
nn Chriſtiaus do for Chu, aud the-enlar- - 
the ing his Dominions-in the World, in bring- 
ing: Men from Darkneſs to Light, while 
Ohemielves arc- divided' and diſagdered ? 
WPeace is to:'Chriltians, as great Rivers are to 
* ome Cities, which (befides other Benefits 
ad Commodities) are natural Fortificati- 
ons, by reaſon whereof thoſe Places are made 
for impregnable ;- but - when, by. the. Subtlety 
derſſ;f an Adverfary, or the Folly of the Citizens, 
Nftheſe Waters come to be divided into little 
ls, petty Riivulets, , how. ſoon are they aſſailed 
elfnd taken? Thus it; fares, with Churches,-. 
enfyhen once the Devil, or theit own Folly di- 
Sifyides them, they will be ſo far irvm reliſtir 
heſof him, - that-they will be ſoon ſubjected by 
belhim. Ks 
nal --Peace-is. to Churches as Walls. to Cities 3 
OJ nays Unity. bachidefended Cities.thathad ng, 
i=] Walls : It was once demanded of Ageſilage,, 
fil why Lacedemon had no Walls?: He anſwers, 
V-I(pointing back.tg the-City) , That. the Con- 
ie} cord of; $be Citizens was the Strength af the 
Og City. Inlike manner, Chriſtians are firong 
cy whenuniteds then.they are more capable to 
"nf <6 Temptation, !and to fuccour fuch as are 
"| ierpteds when Uany,and Peace 15 among 
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Wall; Salvation wilt be her Bulwarks, 
8 Sons, whom hecalls tohim as helay on 
in Unity, they 


divided; they- would: come to nothing. 
Chriſtians were all of one piece; if they were 


mizht-do much; butif they 


_ dk; how great are the things they-might 


diftonour and offend him. 

Rt is reported of the Leviathan, that his 
Strength is in his Scales - * Fob-4 1. 15, 16, 
17. Hi: Scales are his 4 ſhe -up toge- 
ther as with a cloſe Seal ;, one 18 ſo neav'to 
emorber, that uo Air can come between them ; 
they jon” together, t k tope 

— bs fandred, I fephs oye} ay 
were united like:the Scales of Zeviathan, it 
would not be every brain-ſick-Notion,- nor 
angry Spaculagon, that would canſo.their 


nos th, Two are better” thim- ons; 


"8 
becauſe if one fa the-other mayraiſchinm3 
then farely twenyare better than to, [and 
30 an | 


the Churches, Pragty they- like a Walled 
Town : - And* with: Peace i is the Churches 


Phutarch tells us off one S5lwrm that had- 


| his: Death-bed; and+gave them a'Sheaf' of 
\ , Arrows, thereby to (ignify, that if they lived 


If: 
all but one ;ump,. or but one SheaforBun- 


dp for Chritt and his People in the World, 
whereas otherwiſe" they can | do little bur: 
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anhundred are better than twenty, for the: 
ſame reaſon, becauſe they :4re'morecapable 
to. help-one+ another.. -+ If ever Chriſtians, 
would:do any thing,to raiſe up the fall'n Ta- 
bernacles of. Facob, . and' to ſirengtlien the» 
weak, and comfort the: feeble, and to fetch: 
back thoſe chat have gone aſtray, it muli be 
by Unity. 
> read of the Men. of Babel, Gen. Hs: 
be. Lord ſaith; Behald;; the People are: 
vow 10thing. well: be reſtrain+ 
ed fromthem that t Aa dernden CY 
We. learn by R what- great things 
may be: done | in - worldly: Atchievements 
where Unity'is: And ſhall nat Reaſon: (a(+ 
lified with the Motives: of Religion): teach 
us, that Unity among; Chrittians may; ena» 
ble them to enterprize. : Things for 
Chriſt ? would not this make Satan fall from 
Heaven like Lightning? For as Unity built lis 
teral Babe, . it's Unity that muſbpull-down 
And! on the: other hands 
where Divifions are, there is Confuſions, by 
this means a Babe/-hath been built m-every 
Age. - It hath been obſerved by. a Learned 


js XY 


| Man, andI with F:could-not-fay-truly, That 


there is moſt of Babeland Conhifion. among 
thoſe: thav:cry out moſiugaink : it: I we 


would have 2 Hand to deliroy: Babylon, wo: 


30 Fe 'AnErhortation”* 


have a Heart to unite one 'among another, 


' Our EngliſhHiſtories: tell ts, © that-aftes: 
Arſti the Monk had. been: rfomectime' in; 
England, he heard 'of ſome of the Remains/ 
of the Britiſh Chriſtians, which he-conven'di 


to.a Place, . which Cambden in his Britannia 
calls Anjtin'sQak : here they met to contulc 
' about Matters of Religion 5 but ſuch was 
their Diviſion; by reafoh'of Auftin's:impo- 


- ſing Spirit, -that'our Stories \tell-8s,... That: 


Symd' was famous for: this, that they 0N- 


ly met and did Nothing. This is the. mil-: 


chief of Diviſions, they hinder the-doing|/ of 


much Good; and if -Chritians: that are 'di-: 


 vided;beever famous for dhy thing,it/wiltbe, 
that they haye.ofren met; together, and talk- 


ed of this and that thing, but did nothing, © 


4. 'Where Unity and Peace are wanting, 
there the Weak are wounded, - and the Wic- 
ked are hardened : Unity may well be com- 
paredito. precious Osly Pal; 133. 2, 1es;the! 
nature of ' Qil to heal 'that which is wound-: 
ed, and to ſoften that which 15-hard,.. | Thoſe 
that have hardned themſelves againſt God 
and his People, when they (hall-behold Uni- 
ty and Peace among " th&m, will ſay; God: is 
imthem"indeed;”” i And: on the:other hand; 
are they not xeady :to'fay, when they ſeeyol 
divided;\That the Devil's in Ju that you can- 
wot agree ? | "5. Dl- 
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to Peace and Unity, * ' zr 


. Diviſions, and want of Peace, keep 
hot out of the Church that would come 
in, and cauſe many to go out that are in. .- 

© The Diviſions of Chriſtians (as a Lear= 
ned Man obſeryes ). © are a Scandal to the 
© Jews, an Opprobrium to the Gentiles, and 
© an Inlet to Atheiſm and Infidelity. - Inſo- 
much that our Controverſies about Religion 
(eſpecially as they have been of late mana« 
ged) have made Religion it ſelf become a 
Controverſy. , Othen, how good and plea- 
{ant a thing is it for Brethren to dwell toge- 
ther in Unity ! The Peace and Unity among 
the Primitive Chriſtians, drew others to 
them ; What hinders the Converſion of the 
Jews, but the Diviſions of Chriſtians ? Mu@ 
I be a Chriftian,fays the Jew:? What Chriſti= 
an \ muſt 1'-be ? What Sect muſt I be of? 
The Jews (as one notes) gloſling upon thae 
Text in I/a. 11. 6. where it is prophelicd, 
That the Lion and the Lamb ſhall lie down 
together, and that there ſhall be none left ta 
hurt nor deſtroy un all God s Holy Mountain 5 
and interprecing theſe Sayings, to lignify the 
Concord and Peace that ſhall be among the 
People that (hall own the Meſſiah, do hence 
conclude, that the Heſſiahis not yet. come, 
becauſe: of the Contentions and Divifions 


that are among; thoſe that protels him, ' And 
F G _ the. 


J2 An Exhortatfon 
the A ſaith, 1 Cor, 14. 23. That if 
an er ſhould fee their Diſorders, he 
would: = they were ma&z but where Uni- 
kSmamery are, there the 'Churthes are 
tiplied, We read, ARs v. that when-the 

$'had reſt, 'they multiplied ; - and 

offs 2, 346, 47. when the 'Church was 'ſer- 
wage God with one accord, the Lord added 

m daily ſuch as ſpould-be ſavrd. 

- It &'Unity brings Men into:the Church 
and Divifions keep:them out. tt is reported 
of an Indian ralfing; by the Houſe ofaC a Chri- 
fiian, and hearing them contending, being 
deſired to turn in, he refuſed, ſaying, Haba- 
mack, dwells there, meaning that the Devil 
ewelt there : but where Unity and.Peace 
are, there God'is 3 .and he that dwells in 
Love, dwells in God. - The Apolite tells 


© the Cormthians, That if they walked order- 


ly, even the Unbeliever would hereby be en- 
forced to come and worthip, -and fay, 'God 
> in them indeed. -And-we'read, Zeoh. 
3:''of a Time when ten Men: fhall "take 
Hold [of a Jew, and fay, Wewll go with you, 
for we have henrd that God is with you. 
And hence it is that -Chritt pro Jon 
I. 21. That bis Diſciples might be one, as 
- - The Father and be wire do the World 
| pes why Fat 5” — 
"4" Ou 
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ſhould fay, you may preach me - long as 
you will, and to little purpoſe, if you are 
not at Peace and Unity among your ſelves. 
Such was the Unity of -Chriftians former 
GY, that the intelligent Heathen world 
ties, yet they had but one Soul, And we 
read the ſame of them, Aﬀs 4. 32. Thet 
the multitude of them that believed, were if 
one Heart and one Soul. _ 

' And as the Learned Stillinyfieee obſerves | 
in his Trenicum, *The Unity and Peace that 
®*-was then Morn, Chriſtians, made Religion 


*amiable in the Judgment of impartial 'Hea= 4 


* thens : Chriſtians were then known by the 
© benignity and ſweetneſs of their fm 
© ons, _by the candor and ingenuity their 
» Spirits by their mutual Love, F 

© and Condeſcenſion to one another.” But 
« either this is not the Practice of Cheiſtiani- 
©ty,(viz. a Duty Chriſtians are now bound to 
obſerve) © or elle it is not calculated for ont 
* Meridian, where the'Spirits of Mien are of 
too bigh: anclevation for it : for # Pride 
© 2nd Uncharitableneſs, Diviſiors attd Strife, 
*Wrath and Envy, Animoſities and'Con- 
© centions, were but the Marks of triit Chri- 
<ſtfans, Diogenes need never lighthis Lamp 
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iritof Meekneſs, Gentleneſs and Con- 

* deſcenſion, . a ſtooping to the Weakneſſes 
© and Infirmities of one another, a purſuit 
© after Peace, when it flies from us, be the 
- *indifpenfable Duties, and charaQeeriftica] 

© Notes of Chriſtians, it may poflibly prove 
<2 difficult Inqueſt to find out ſuch, for the. 
- © croudsof thoſe that ſhelter themſelves un- 
* der that glorious Name. 
* "It is the Unity and Peace of Churches 
' thatbring others to them, and make Chri- 
Rianity amiable- - What is propheficd of the 
Church of the Jews, . may in this <aſe be 
applied to the Gentile Church, T/a. 66. 12. 
That when once God extends Peace to her 
like-a River, the Gentiles ſhall come in like 
a flowing Stream ;, then (and not till then) 
the Glory of the Lord ſhall ariſe upon his 
TS and his Glory ſhall be ſeen among 
them.3 then ſhall their Hearts fear : and be 
enlarged, becauſe the abundance of the Na-- 
tions {hall be converted to them. 
\* 6.. As want, of Unity and Peace keeps 
thoſe out of. the Church that would come 
in, fo it hinders the growth of thoſe that 
axe in. - Jars* and Diviſions, Wranglings 
* and Prejudices, cat out the Growth, if not 
the Life of Religion, Theſe are thoſe Wa- 


ters of. Adarab, that imbitter our Spirits, 
"PE and 
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and quench the Spirit of God. Unity and 


and as a Dew that deſcended upon Sjong 
| Where the Lord commanded his Bleſling, 
_— OT 
' Divitions run Religion into Briars and 
- Thorns, Contentions and Parties. Diviſt- 
ons are to Churches, like Wars in Countries : 
Where War is, the Ground lieth waſte and 
untilled, none takes care of it. .It is Love 


Diviſions are as the North-eaft Wind to the: 
Fruits, which cauſes them to dwindle away 
fo nothing ; but whenthe Storms are overy- 
every thing begins to grow, 
are divided, they ſeldom ſpeak the Truth in 
Love; and then no marvel they grow not; 
up to him in all things, which is the Head. 

It is a fad preſage of an approaching Fa-: 
mine, (as one well obſerves) not of Bread' 
nor Water, but of hearing the Word: of 
God, when the thin-Ears of Corn devour 


devour tht fat Ones ; when our Controver- 


lels moment, eat up our Zeal for the more 
indiſputable and practical things in Religi-- 


G 3 will 


- Peace are faid to be like the-Dew-of Hermon, 


that edifieth, but Diviſion pulleth down z | 


When Men. 


the plump full Ones ; when the lean-Kine- } 


fies about doubtful things, and things of: f 


on : which may give us cauſe to fear,. that: . 
this will be the CharaQter by which our Age- 


' 


| 
| 


36 An Exhottation ; 
will- be known to-Poſterity, that it was the 
——_ talked of Religion moſt, and.loy- 
it leaſt, | 
 Laek upon thofe Churches where Peace 


is, and there you ſhall find Proſperity : 
When the Churches had reſt, they were not 


the Lord, and the Comforts of the Holy 
Ghoſt, they were edified ; it is when the 
whole Body is knit together, as with Joints 
/ and Bands, that they increaſe with the In- 
creaſe of God. 
. +» We are at a ftand ſometimes, why there 
- is fo. little Growth among Churches, why 
Men have been ſo long in learning, and are 
_ yet fo far from attaining the knowledg of 
the Truth ; ſome have given one Reaſon, 
and feme another ; fome ſay Pride is the 
Caule, and others ſay Covetouſneſs is the 
Cauſe; I wiſh I could fay theſe were no Cau- 
ſes : but I obſerve, that when God entred 
his Controverſy with his People of old, 


- Kokatry, and ſhedding innocent Mood, &c. 
as comprehenſive of the reſi ; not but that 


 infiſted on. Inlike manner, whoever would 
_ but take a review. of Churches that _ in 
BY ON- 


only multiplied, but walking in the Fear of 


he mainly inſiſted upon ſome one. Sin, as 


they were guilty of other Sins, but thoſe 
that were the moſt. capital, are particularly | 
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Contentiuns and Diviſions, may cafiff; fd 
that breach of Unity and Charity is. their. 
capital Siny and the occaſion of all other: 
Sins, No mmarvel-then, that the Scripture 
faith, the whole Law is fulfilled in Love 3 
and if fo, then where Love is wanting, it 
follows, the whole Law is broken, Its 
where Love grows cold, that Sin abuunds 3 
and therefore the want of Unity and Peace 
is the cauſe of that Leanneſs and Barrenneſs 
that is among us: iCs true in Spixituals as -| 

well as Temporals,. that Peace brings Plen-- } 
ty. 


7... Where Unity and Peace are wanting, - 
our Prayers are hindred : The Promiſe” is, 
that what we ſhall agree to ask, ſhall be gi- 
ven us of-our Heavenly Father. No marvel 
we pray and- pray, and yet are not anſwer-- | 
ed; it is becauſe we are notagreed what to- 
have. | | 
I's reported, that the People in-Lacedes . 
moni, coming, to. make Supplications to | 
their. 1Jdol God, ſome of them asked for 
Rain, and others of them asked- for fair 


Weather : The Oracle returnsthens this An-- | 


fwer, That they ſhould go firſt and agree * 
among themſelves. Would aHeathen Go# 


| . refuſe:to anſwer ſuch Prayers in which the 
Supplicants were not agreed-; and fha!l ” 


0:4, 


| 


that ſaid, Stand farther off, 1 am holier than 
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think the' true God will anſwer them ? 
We Tee then that Diviſions hinder our 


' Prayers, and lay a Prohibition on'our Sacri« 


Hce: It thou bring thy Gift to the Altar, 
Claith Chriſt) and there remember that thy 


Brother bath ought againſt thee, leave thy 


Gift, and go and firſt be reconciled to thy 
Brother, and then come and offer it. $0 
that want of Unity and Charity hinders 
even our particular Prayers and Devotions, 
This-hindred the Prayers and Faftings of 
the People of old from finding acceptance, 


- 6a 58.3. The People'ask the Reafon where- 


ore they faſted, and God did not fee nor 
take notice of them ? -He gives this Reaſon, 


becauſe they-faſted for Strife and\Debate,and 


hid their Face from their own Fleſh,” Again, 


| - = 59, the Lord faith, His Hand was not 


rtned, that he could not ſave ;, nor liss Ear 
heavy, that he could not hear : but their Sins 
bad ſeparated between their God' and them, 
And among thoſe many Sins: they fiood 
chargeable with, this 'was none of the leaſt, 
viz, that the way of Peace they had not kuown, 
You ſee where Peace was wanting, Prayers 
were hindred,- both under the Old and New 
Teſtament. | | MITE 

The Sacrifice of. the People,»in Iſa. 65. 


thou, 
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thou, was a ſmoke in the Noſtrils of the 
Lord. On'the other hand, we read how- 
acceptable thoſe Prayers were [that were” | 
made with one accord, Afs 4. 24, with” | 
31. they prayed with one accord, and they 
were all of one Heart, and of one Soul ; and” 
ſce the Benefit of it, they were all filled with” 
the Holy G hoſt, and ſpoke the Word with all” 
boldueſs : Which was the very thing they 
prayed for; as appears, v. 29. And the A- 
poſtle exhorts the Husband to dwell with his- | 
Wife, that their Prayers might not be hin-- | 
dred,. 1 Pet. 3.7. We ſee then, want of' | 
Unity - and Peace either in Families- or* | 
Churches, is an hindrance of Prayers. -- | 
''8. It is a Diſhonour and Diſparagement* | 
to Chriſt, that his 'Family ſhould be divi-- 
ded. When an Army falls into Mutiny and” 
Diviſion, it refle&s Diſparagement on him*+ {| 
that has the Condudt of it : In like-man- 
ner the Diviſions'of Families are a Difhonour + ! 
to the Heads, and thoſe that govern thems | 
And'if fo, then how greatly do we diſho-- | 
nour our Lord 'and Covernour, who gave 
his Body to be-broken, . to keep-his Church 
from breaking, -who prayed for their Peace 
and Unity, and left Peace at his departing : 


from them for a Legacy, even a Peace which - 


the World conldnot beſtow upon them ?- 
| © $5 9, Where.;: 
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9. Where there are Peace and Unity, 
there 3 a Sympatliy with each othes 3 that 
* which is the want of one, will be the want 
of all - Who is afflied, (lays the Apolile) 
and I burn not ? We ſhould then remember 
them that are in Bonds, as bound with them; 
and them which ſuffer Adverſity, as bring 
exr; ſelves. alfo of the Body, Heb. 13. 3. 
But where the Body is broken, or Men are + 
not reckoned or eſteemed of the Body, no- 
marvel we are fo little affe&ted with ſuch as 
are, aflited: Where Diviſions are, that 
whictt.is .the Joy of the one, is the Grief of 
- angther; but where Unity, Peace and Cha-. 
"rity abound, there we ſhall find Chriſtians- 
mowning, with them that mourn, - and re- 
Joicing with them that rejoice ;_ then they 
will .not. envy the Proſperity of others, nor- 
__ rejoice at the Miſcries or Miſcarriages 
of any... -- 

_ Laſtly, . I (hall give 14 Diretions and- 
. Motives for obtaining Peace and Unity. 
| I. If, we would live in Peace and Unity, 
we muſt pray for them... We are required 
to ſec Peace : Of whom then can we ſeck 
it with hopes to find it, but of him who is a. 
_  Godof Peace, and has promiſed to bleſs his 
People with it ?: God. has promiſed to give. 
his. Pcople..one_Hcart, and. one Way 5 pu 
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for all 'theſe things, he will be fought un= 


to. - 

The Peace of Churches is what the Apo- 
file prays for in all his Epiſtles; :in-which 
his defire is, that Grace and Peace may be 
——_ and increaſed among them, 

2.. They that would endeavour the Peace 
_ of the Churches, muſt be careful who they- 
commit the caze and overlight of theChuxche 
est0.3 25, firſt (over and belides thoſe Quax - 
lifications that ſhould be- in all Chriſtians) t 
they that rule the Church of God, ſhould : 
be Men of Counſel and Underſianding. 
Where an ignorant Miniſtry is, commonly- 
ts: an, ignorant People, according as it was 
of old, Eike Prieſt,* like People” _ F 

How- fad is.it. to 'fre the:Church of God t- 
committed to the care of ſuch that pretend ! 
* $0 be Teachers of others, yet underſand-not - 
what they ſay,” or w they affirm. No 
marvel the Peace of Chiurches is broken, . | 
when their Watchmen want Skill to-preſerye- 
Wir Ulnicy,. which of al Things is -as the - 
Ehurch's Wall ; when they ate divided;no + 
wonder they crumble-to-Atoms, if there is : 
ne skilful Phyſician tq heal them... K's fad { 
when there is no Balm-in Gulrad;/ and-when + | 
there is ne Phy lician there . Hence its; that : 
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like- the Wounds of God's People of olds 
either not healed at all, or elſe but ſlighglys 
and to no purpoſe. May it not be ſaid of nia 
- ny Churches at this day, as God faid of the 
Church of Iſrael, That he ſought for a Man 
among them that ſhould ftand in the Gap, and 
make up the Breach, but be found none? 
Remember what was ſaid of old, Mal. 
= 2. 7. The Prieſts Lips ſhould preſerve Know- 
|. Fedg ; and the People ſhould ſeth the Luw a 
kis Month + But when this is wanting, the 
People will ſtumble, and-depart from God 
and one another. Therefore God 'com- 
plains, Hoſ..4. 6. That his. People were de- 
froyed for want of Knowledg ;; that is, for 
want of knowing Guides: . tor i&<e, Light 
Ia them that teach, be Darkneſs, how great 
is that Darkneſs? And if the Blind lead the 
Blind, no- marvel both fall into the Ditch: 
How many be there that. take upon them 
©9 teach others, that had need be taught the 
beginning of Religion that inflead of mul- 
tiplying Knowledg, multiply Words with 
out Knowledg 3 and- inſtead of - making 
- known God's Counſel, darken Counſel by 
Words without Knowledg ? Some. do more 
than darken Counſel, for they wreſt the 
Counſel. of Gbd 3 2 Per. 3. 16. 1 Paul's 
Epiſtles arc ſomethings hard to be.unatrſt ood; 
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which they that are unlearned and unſtable 
wreft, as they do alſo the other Scriptures, 
to their own deſtruftion. Some things in- 
Scripture are; hard to. be known, and: they 
are made harder by ſuch unlearned Teachers, 
as Utter their own Notions by Words ' with- 
out Knowledg. | | 
None are more bold totake upon them to - 
expound the dark Myſteries and Sayings of 
the Prophets and Revelations, and the gth- 
of the Romans, which I believe contains 
ſome of thoſe many things which in Paul's 
Epiſtles, Peter faith, were hard to be under-. 
ſtood : May, none are more forward to dig 
in theſe Mines, than thoſe that can hardly. 
give a. ound Reaſon for the firſt Principles: 
of Religion 3' and fuch as are ignorant:of 
many. more weighty things, that are eaſily: 
to be ſeen in the Face and Superficies of- the 
' Scripture. - Nothing will ferve theſe but. 
ſwimming in:the Deeps, when they have 
not:yet learned to wade. thro-the Shallows of 
the' Scriptures. = Like the Gnoſticks-of old, 
who thought they knew all Things, | tho. 
they knew. nothing, as. they ought... Andas: . 
thoſe Gnofticks did of old, ſo do ſuch 
Teachers of. late break: the Unity -and Peate: 
'of Churches. How needfal then is it, that 
if we.deluze thePeace of Churches, we chuſe 
Th; #4544 ,CUg. 
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out Men of Knowledg, who may be able to- 
keep them from being ſhattered and ſcatter-. 
ed with every Wind of DoQrme; ant who 
. may be able to-.convince and ſtop the Mouths 
'. of Gain-fayers? 
| 3.. You muſt not only chaſe Men of” 
Counſel ;. but (if -you deſign the Unity and - 
| Peace of the Churches) Men of Courage to 
| govern them: for as there muſtbe Wiſdom: to 
bear with ſome, ſo there muſt be Courage to - 
' corrett others ; as ſome- muſt be in{tracted/ 
_ meekly, fo others rebuked ſharply, that they: 
may: be (ound mm the Faith 3 there muſt be 
| Wikdom to rebuke ſome with long- ſuffering, 
arid Courage to fuppreſs and flop-the Mouths 
of others. The Apoſtle tells-T5rus of :fome 
whole Mouths maſt he” ftop'd, or elſe they 
- would ſubvert whole Houfes, T.: 1, 33; 
* Where this Coura — e has been wanting, not 
only whole Houtes, but. whole Churches -- 
| have been ſobverted, And Paut tells the 
Galatians, That when be ſaw ſome -endea-: 
vour to bring the Churcherinto-Boudage, that 
be did not geve place to them; no not for an- 
hour, 8c, Gal.-2. 5, If this Courſe had : 
been taken by-the Rulers of Churches, their 
Peace had not been ſo-often invaded by 4 Une-- 
xuly- and vain Talkets. : 
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endeavour to keep the Unity of the Spirit, 
and the Bond of Peace thereby ) be careful 
you chuſe Men of peaceable Diſpolitions. 
That which has much annoyed the Peace of. 
has been the froward and perverſe 


- | Spirits of the Rulers thereof : Solomen there - 


fore adviſes, That with a furious Man we 
ſhould not go, leſt we learn his Ways, and get 


| 4 Snare to our Souls, Prov. 22: 24, 25, 


with the Froward we learn Frowardueſs. 
How do ſome Mens Words cat like a Canker,, | 
who inſtead of lifting up their Voice like a * 
Trumpet, to found a Parley for Peace, have 
rather ſounded an Alarm to War and Cone 
tention? If we would live in Peace, let's 
reverence their Feet that bring the gald Ti- 
dings of it. O how have ſome made it, 
their Bufineſs to preach Contentions, and: 
upon entertaining of every novel Opinion, 
to preach Separation }- How has God's 
Word been firetched and torn, to furniſh. 
theſe Men with Arguments to tear Church« 
es ? Have not our Ecars heard theſe Texts, 
that ſay, Come out from among them, - and. 
be ſeparate, &c. and withdraw from every. 
Brother that walkg diferderly.? I fay, have 


. We not heard theſe Texts,, that were writ-- 


ten. to prevent Diſorder, brought to couns. 
tenance the. greateſt Diſordex."in the Church-- 
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- of God, even Schiſm and Diviſion ? where- 
as one of theſe Exhortations was written to 
the Church of -Corinth, to ſeparate them- 
ſelves from the Idols Temple and Table, 
which many of them lived in the participa- 
tion of, notwithttanding their profeſſion of 
the true God ; as appears 2 Cor, 6, 16, 
17, compared: with 1 Cor, 8.7, 1 Cor. 
x0. 14, 20, 22+ And not for ſome Members, 
whoſhall make themſelves both Judges and 
Parties, to ſeparate, when: and- as often as 
they pleaſe, from the whole Congregation 
and Church of God where they flood re- 
Hted,; for by the ſame Rule, and on the 
fame Ground, may others ſtart ſome new 


: Queſtion among theſe new Separatiſts, and | 


þecome Judges of the Communicableneſs of 
them, and thrreupon make another Separati-: 
on from theſe, till at laſt two-be not leſt to 
walk: together. And tor that other Text, 
mentioned 2 Thefſ. 3. 9.. where Pal ex- 
horts the. Church zof Theſſalonzca to with- 
. draw themſelves from. every. Brother that: 
walks diſorderly ; 1 wonder that any ſhould 
bring it to juſtify their Separation, or with- 
drawing from the Communion ofa true(tho 


a diſorderly) Church. For, (1.) Conſider, 


that this was niot:writ for a few Members to 


Church. 


i withdraw. from the Church, but for.the 
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Church to withdraw from diſorderly Mem- 
bers. (2.),;Conſider, that if any offended 


Members, on pretence of Error, either in, 


Dodtrine or PraRtice, ſhould by this Text be- 
come Judges ( as well as Parties ) of the 
Grounds and Lawfulneſs of their Separati- 
on-z-then it will follow, that half a ſcore 


notorious Hereticks, . or ſcandalous Livers 


(when they have walked fo as they foreſce 


| the Church are ready to deal with, and 51 


withdraw from them) ſhall anticipate the 
Church, and pretend ſomewhat againſt it, 
of which themſelves muſk be Judges, and 
ſo withdraw from-it, pretending either He- 


relie or Diſorder ; and then condemn'the, 
| Church, | to prevent the diſgrace of being. 


condernned by it. © How needful then is it, 
that Men of peaceable Diſpoſitions, and not 
of fatious and dividing Spirits, be choſe to 
rule the Church of God, leſt it be leavened 
and ſowred by them ? 

.5«. As there muſt be care uſed in chuling 
Men to rule the Church, fo. we muſb conſt- 
det that there are many things darkly laid 
down in Scripture; this will temper our 
Spirits, and make us live in Peace and U- 
nity the more firmly in things wherein we 


agree; i this will help us to bear one ano-. 
| ther's Burden, and fo by 


lhl the Law of Chriſt, 
inaſmuch 


-_ 
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- Inaſmuch as all things neceſſary to Salvation ' 


and Church-Communion are plain in Scrip- 
thre. And where things are more darkly 
laid down, we ſhould confider that God in- 
tended hereby to ſtir up. our diligence, that 
we might increaſe our Knowledg, and not 
our Divifions : for it may þe faid of all Dif- 


coveries of Truth we have made in the Scrip- . 


tures, 2s it's ſaid of the Globe of the Earth, 
that tho Men have made great Searches, and 
|| . thereupon great Diſcoveries, yet there is ſtill 
a Terra incognita, an unknown Land fo 


| - there is in the Scriptures 3 for after Men have 


travelled over them, one Age after another, 
yet {ill there is a Terra 4ncoenita, an un- 
known TraQ, to put us upon farther fearch- 
and enquiry, and keep us from cenfuring and 
falling out with thoſe who have not yet made 
the ſame Ao ear ſo that we may fay 
with David, | when we refle& on our ſhort 


prehenſions of the Mind of God, We hawe 


a 

fred an end 'g all PerfeRtions, but GeoPs 
Commands are exceeding bread; and (as one 
obſcrves, ſpeaking of the Scriptures) that 
there is a Path in them leading to the Mind 
of God, that lies far from the Thoughts and 
Apprehenlions of Men. And on the other 
hand, in many other places, 'God ſits, as 
it wete,. on the Superficies, and the Face = 
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the Letter, where he that runs may. diſcern 
him ſpeaking plainly,. and no Parable at all, 
How ſhould the conſideration of this induce 
us to a peaceable department towards thoſe 
that differ ? 

6. If we would-endeavour Peace and U- 
nity, we muſt confider how God has tem« 


pered the Body ; that ſo the comely Parts . | 
' ſhould not- ſeparate from the uncomely, 


as having no need of them; 1 Cor. 12, 


22—25. There are in. Chriſt's Body and. 


Houſe, ſome Members and Ycſlels leſs ho 
nourable, 2 Tm. 2. 20- And therefore we 
ſhould not, as ſome now a-days, pour the 


more abundant Difgrace,. infiead of putting 


the more abundant Homour upon them : Did 
we but conſider this, we ſhould be covering 
the Weakneſs, and hiding the Miſgarriages 
of one another, becauſe we are all Meme 
bers of one another, and the moſt uſclefs 
Member in its place is uſeful, | 

7, If we would live in Peace, let us re- 
member our Relations to God,as Children te 
a Father, and to each other as Brethren, Will 
not the Thoughts that we have one Father, 
quiet us, and the Thoughts thar weare Bre- 
thren, unite us ? It was this made Abrabam 


propoſe Terins of Peace to Lot, Gen, 13, 


Let there be no Strife between us, far we are 
Bre- 


, 
Fj 


| 
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Brethren, And we read of Moſes ( As 7 
26.) uſing this: Argument, to reconcile 
thoſe that ſtrove together, .and to ſet them 
af one again 3 Sirs, ye are Brethren, w 
do ye wrong one another ? A deep ſenſe of 
this, that we are Brethren, would keep us 
from dividing. > + 

8, If we would preſerye Peace, let us 


' mind the Gifts, Graces, and Vertues that are 


in each other; let theſe be more in our Eye 


; - than their Failings and Imperfe&ions. When 


the Apoſtle exhorted the Philippians to Peace, 
as a means hereunto, that i the Peace of 
God might rule in their Hearts, he tells 
them, Chap, 4. 8. that sf there were any Ver- 
tne, or any Praiſe, they ſhould think of theſe 
things. hile we are always expoling the 
Faults of one another, and ſpreading their 
Infirmities, no marvel we -are fo little in 
Peace and Charity : for as Charity covers a 


multitude of Sins, ſo Malice covers a multt- | 


tude of Vertues, and makes us deal by one 
another, as the 'Heathen Perſecutors dealt 
with Chriſtians, viz. put them in Bear-Skins, 
that they might more-eaſily become a Prey 
to the Dogs detigned to devour them. 


9. If we would keep Unity and Peace, | 


let us lay afide provoking and dividing Lan- 
guage; and forgive thoſe that uſe it. Re- 


member |. 


member that old Saying, Evil Words cer- 
rapt good Manners, When Men think to 
carry all afore them, with ſpeaking uncha- 
ritably and diſgracetully of their Brethren, 
or their Opinions ; may not ſuch be anſwers 


ed,*as Fob anſwered hls unfriendly Viſitants, 
Ch. 6.25. How forcible are right Words? © 


but what do your Arguings reprove ? How 
healing are words fitly (pgken ? A word ir 


ſeaſon, how good is it ? It we. would ſeck - 


Peace, let us clothe all our Treaties for Peace 
with acceptable Words 3 and where one 
Word may better do than another; let that 
be uſed to expreſs Perſons or Things by 3 
and let us- not, as ſome do, call the diffe- 
remt Practices of our Brethren, Will-wor- 
ſhip, and their different Opinions, DoArines 
of Devils, and the Doctrine of Balaem, who 
taught Fornication, &c. unleſs weein plain- 
ly and expreſly prove it ſo. Such Language 
as this has ſfirangely divided our Spirits, and 
hardned our Hearts one towards another, 
10. If we would live in Peace, let. us 
make the beſt conſirution .of one another's 
Words and Actions. - Charity judges the 
beſt, and ir thinks no. evil, If Words 


and AQions may be, well conſtrued, 
let us never put an, ul. conſiraction .upa 
of. { of 


them: How, much. has the Peace 4 


to Peace and Unity. $1 | 
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ftians been broken by uncharitable -inter< | 


preting Words and Adions ? As Tome lay 
to the charge of others, what they never 
faid'3 1oby ſtraining Mens Words, others 


lay to their charge that they never thought, 


17, Be w_ to hear, and obey thoſe 
that God by his Providence has ſet over you 
this is a great means £0 preſerve the Unity 
and Peace of Churches : but when Men (nay, 
ſometimes Women) (hall uſurp Authority, 
and think themſelves wiſer than their Tea. 
chers, no wonder if they run into Conten- 
* tions and Parties, and fay, they are not free 
to hear thoſe whom the Church thinks fit to 
ſpeak to them. This is the firſt ſtep to 
j hiſm, and is often attended with a fuful 
' Separation. 
| 12, If you would keep the Unity of the 
Spirit in the Bond of Peace, be mindful, that 
the God whom you ſerve is a God of Peace, 
and your Saviour is a Prince of Peace 
that his Ways are Pleaſantneſs, and all his 
' Paths are Peace; that Chriſt was ſent to give 


Light to them that fir in Darkneſs, and'in | 


the ſhadow 'of Death, and” to guide out 
' Feet in the Way of Peace. 
{- © 13. Conliderthe oneneſs of Spirit among 


#- he Enctnies of Religion ; tho they differ 


| eT# iv ; A >. *1Þ% . 
&  gþout other things, yet they will agree 
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. | © perſecute, and extirpate Religion our of 

* | the Earth; -the Devils in the Air, in the Earth, 

Y |- in Hell, and in the World, do all make ane 

x | atthis rurn. Shall the Devil's Kingdom be united, 

-g | and Chriſts be divided? Shall che Devils join to 
_ | drive on the Deſfigrofdamning Men, and Chriſti» 

arz nor unite tocarry on the great Deſign of ſaving 

e | of them? Shall rhe Papifts agree to.carry-on their 

Tnereſt, norwickſtanding rhe multicudes of Orders, 

y Degrees and Differences among them? and ſhall 

'* | nice, to carry '0nThe Cortimon Imereſt of Chriſt 

2+ | Inthe World, notwithſtanding fome perry and df» * 
urable Differences umongthem? Quarrelsabout Re- 

TeiesCavone obterves?) were Sins not named among 

the'Gentiles. What a 15 1t then for Chriſti- 

ans to adound'in them, eſpecially confidering the 

O | mature of Chriſtian Religton, -and what large Provi- 

fonsrhe iAmhor of ir has-made ro-keap its Profel. 

iſors/im Peace? Jnſomurh that 3t is neat bo 4 Miracls, 

what #2#.ay (eſpecially the Profefiors of -it) ſhould 

| | ifell out dbat it. | 

C | - 24. Confitlerarid remember, that the Judg ſtands 

t | -arthe Daor; tevihismoderate:our Spirits, thatthe 

| | Lord is arfland. What u fad Account will-they 

. | tive to/make when he \comes, that ſhall -berfound 

? | ro ſmite their Fellow-Servants, and to make the 

0 way to his Kingdom narrower than ever he made 

e | it? Let me cloſe all in the words of Sr. P.zul, 2 Cor, 

n | 13- 11. Finally, Brethren, jarewel ; be perſedt, be 

of good Comfort, be of one Mind, live in Peace, aud 

the God of Love and Peace ſball be with you, | 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


Eader, Ithought good ro advertiſe. thee, rhat I 
R have delivered this to thy Hand, in the ſame 
Order and Method in which it was preached, and 
almoſt in the lame Words, without any diminiſh- 
ings, or conſiderable Enlargings, unleſs it be jn the 
fourreen laſt Particulars 3 upon ſome of which I 
have made ſome Enlargements, which I could not 
then do for want of time: but the Subſtance of eye. 
ry one of them was thenlaid down inthe ſame par- 
ticular Order as here thou haſt them, And now I 
have . done, I doubr nor (to uſe the Words of a 
moderate Man on the like occaſion) ir will fare with 
me, as it doth commonly wich him that parts a 
Fray 3 both Parties may: pethaps drive at me for 
wiſhing them no worſe than Peace : My Ambition 
of the publick Tranquility of the Church of- God, 
E hope. will carry me thrd theſe hazards; let borh 
bear me, ſo their, Quarrels ceaſe, I ſhall rejoice in 
ON and Scars Iſhall take for the Church's 

afery. ono lfoot | 
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